WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GETHSEMANE! Sunday, April 25, 2021
TODAY'S FOCUS

With a triumph as glorious as Jesus' Easter resurrection, you could be forgiven for
imagining the story ends with "and they lived happily ever after." Through Jesus we do
get to live "forever after," but first comes the birth and growth of God's gift, His Church.
We continue an eight-week series on the book of Acts as we remember that it is
Jesus who changes everything--including our lives today!

+ LET'S WORSHIP THE LORD! +

LSB 912 CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE
1 Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone The courts of heav’'n are filled.
On His great love Our hopes we place
Of present grace And joys above.

2 Here may we gain from heav’'n The grace which we
implore,
And may that grace, once giv'n, Be with us evermore
Until that day When all the blest
To endless rest Are called away.

A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed
courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim In joyful song,
Both loud and long, That glorious name.

Text: Public domain



INVOCATION
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In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES 1 John 3:16a, 24; John 10:11, adapted
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

By this we know love,
that He laid down His life for us.

‘I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.
The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and
God in him.

And by this we know that He abides in us, by the
Spirit whom He has given us.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 23; John 10:11

P} The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes

me lie down in green pastures.

Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, we confess to You
that we have been ungrateful for all You give us to
sustain our bodies and lives. Forgive us, Good
Shepherd.



He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s
sake.

Like sheep, we are distracted and tend to wander
and scatter. We forget who we are as baptized
children of God and fail to respond to Your
shepherding in our lives. Forgive us, Good
Shepherd.

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod
and Your staff, they comfort me.

We confess that in difficult times of life, we
sometimes struggle to be confident in Your
presence and protection, seeking to find our own
comfort. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies; You anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in the house of
the LORD forever.

As we journey through this sinful world, we
overlook the goodness and mercy that flow into our
lives from You. Forgive us, Good Shepherd.



®P) Jesus, our Good Shepherd, hears our cries and says to
us, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down His life for the sheep.” Receive the forgiveness
won for You through Christ’s laying down His life and
rising from death in victory. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Thanks be to God.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154
Al Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for
Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

SALUTATION

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
P} Let us pray.

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from
death the Shepherd of Your sheep,

grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of
our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by
name and follow where He leads;

®P)  through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
+ WORD +
FIRST READING Acts 4:1-31 NIV

“1The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the
Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to
the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles
were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of
the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was
evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who
heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed
grew to about five thousand.
°> The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met
in Jerusalem. ® Annas the high priest was there, and so were
Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family.



"They had Peter and John brought before them and began to
question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?”

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and
elders of the people! ° If we are being called to account today for an
act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked
how he was healed, 1°then know this, you and all the people of
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands
before you healed. 1! Jesus is

1113

the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
13When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that
they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and
they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 4 But since
they could see the man who had been healed standing there with
them, there was nothing they could say. ** So they ordered them to
withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. ¢ “What
are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everyone living in
Jerusalem knows they have performed a notable sign, and we
cannot deny it. " But to stop this thing from spreading any further
among the people, we must warn them to speak no longer to
anyone in this name.”

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 1° But Peter and John
replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him?
You be the judges! ?° As for us, we cannot help speaking about
what we have seen and heard.”



21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how
to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what
had happened. %> For the man who was miraculously healed was
over forty years old.
23 0On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people
and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to
them. 2 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in
prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens
and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. ? You spoke by
the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:

“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together

against the Lord and against his anointed one.
2" Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 22 They did what your power
and will had decided beforehand should happen. 2° Now, Lord,
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word
with great boldness. *° Stretch out your hand to heal and perform
signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Colossians 2:6—10 NIV
®So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to

live your lives in him, " rooted and built up in him, strengthened in

the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and

deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the

elemental spiritual forces!@ of this world rather than on Christ.

°For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, ° and

in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over

every power and authority.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 9:28-36 NIV
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. ?° As he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became as bright as a flash of lightning. *° Two men, Moses and
Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 3! They
spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to
fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very
sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and
the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus,
Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A6%E2%80%9310&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29503a

three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He
did not know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and
they were afraid as they entered the cloud. ** A voice came from
the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom | have chosen,; listen to
him.” 3¢ When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was
alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone
at that time what they had seen.

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

IN CHRIST ALONE

1 In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light my strength my song
This Cornerstone this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All
Here in the love of Christ | stand

2 In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ | live



3 There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For | am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

4 No guilt in life no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

Text: © 2001 EMI CMG, admin. EMI CMG © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). CCLI License #
1470932. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1470932

MESSAGE: ACTING ON OUR FAITH, PART 3 "ONLY IN THE NAME OF JESUS"

NICENE CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,



begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

OUR PRAYERS
+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION +

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION



LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF OUR LORD

®)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

COMMUNION HYMN: HWC #210: JESUS PAID IT ALL sts.1,,2,4
1 | hear the Saviour say

Thy strength indeed is small

Child of weakness watch and pray

Find in Me thine all in all. REFRAIN



REFRAIN:
Jesus paid it all
All to Him | owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow

2 Lord now indeed I find
Thy power and Thine alone
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone. REFRAIN

4 And when before the throne
| stand in Him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat. REFRAIN

Text: Public domain

BENEDICTION

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

HWC #297 | LOVE TO TELL THE STORY
1 | love to tell the story Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His love.
| love to tell the story, Because | know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings As nothing else would do. REFRAIN

ref |loveto tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love.



2 | love to tell the story, For those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest.
And when in scenes of glory | sing the new, new song,
"Twill be the old, old story That | have loved so long.
REFRAIN

ref |loveto tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love.

Text: Public domain

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder ©
2021 Concordia Publishing House.



