
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT GETHSEMANE! May 2, 2021 
 

TODAY'S FOCUS 

With a triumph as glorious as Jesus' Easter resurrection, you could be 

forgiven for imagining the story ends with "and they lived happily ever after." 

Through Jesus we do get to live "forever after," but first comes the birth and 

growth of God's gift, His Church.  We continue an eight-week series on 

the book of Acts with part 4: "Persecution's Paradox." They attacked 

and scattered the church--it only grew more. 
 

+ LET’S WORSHIP THE LORD + 
 

LSB 915 TODAY YOUR MERCY CALLS US sts. 1–2 

1 Today Your mercy calls us  To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 
 

2 Today Your gate is open,  And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome  And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 
Text: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. 
 

LSB 915 TODAY YOUR MERCY CALLS US sts. 3–4 

3 Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessèd angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 
 

4 O all-embracing Mercy,  O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You When heart and eye run 

o’er? 

When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 
Text: Public domain 
 

P Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins 

to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 

C O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant 

sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have offended You. By nature I am a sinful 

creature. In thought, word, and deed I have continually 

transgressed Your Ways. For this I justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of the 

sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be 

gracious and merciful to me, dear Father. Forgive me all 

my sins and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I 



may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with 

true repentance. 

  

P  God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

LSB 793 PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN sts. 1–2 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

    To His feet your tribute bring; 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

    Evermore His praises sing: 

        Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise the everlasting King. 
 

2 Praise Him for His grace and favor 

    To His people in distress; 

Praise Him still the same as ever, 

    Slow to chide and swift to bless: 

        Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Glorious in His faithfulness. 
Text: Public domain 
 



SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of 

one will. Grant that we may love what You have 

commanded and desire what You promise, that among 

the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING Acts 7:51—8:3 NIV 

 7:51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still 

uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always resist 

the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 

persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the 

Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 
53 you who have received the law that was given through angels but 

have not obeyed it.” 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were 

furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the 



Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 

heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God.” 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their 

voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 

began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the 

feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, 

do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 
8:1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in 

Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 

Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned 

deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from 

house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them 

in prison. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:12–17 NIV 

 12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that 

he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even 

though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent 

man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 



unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 

abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the 

worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, 

the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense 

patience as an example for those who would believe in him and 

receive eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, 

the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
   

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:10–16 NIV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, 

how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, 

except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 



14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. 

Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 

they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

LSB 611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE sts. 1–2, 4 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine. 
 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me—wondrous thought! Found me when I 

sought Him not. 
 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life  Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
Text: Public domain 
 

MESSAGE: Acting On Our Faith part 4 "Persecution's Paradox" 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

OUR PRAYERS 
 

+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION+ 
 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

+ HYMN OF COMMUNION + 
 

BROKEN & BEAUTIFUL 

Verse 1 

As we break this bread as we drink this cup 

Lord we remember 

How You gave Your life on a brutal cross 

Lord we remember 
 

Pre-Chorus 

This is the way You've chosen to save 

This is the way You make all things new (REPEAT) 

  



CHORUS:   Broken and beautiful 

Extravagant love prodigal grace 

Broken and beautiful 

God's perfect justice mercy's embrace 
 

Verse 2 

As we break this bread as we drink this cup 

Lord we remember 

It was for my sin that Your flesh was torn 

Lord we remember 
 

Pre-Chorus 

This is the way You've chosen to save 

This is the way You make all things new.  (REPEAT) 
 

 

CHORUS:   Broken and beautiful 

Extravagant love prodigal grace 

Broken and beautiful 

God's perfect justice mercy's embrace 

    Lord we remember. 
 

Brian Doerkson © 2008 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing 

(Integrity Music, David C Cook)).  Shining Rose Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C 

Cook)).  CCLI License # 1470932.  Streaming License: 20462904. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



Closing Song: UNTO THE KING 
 

 Chorus: Now unto the King eternal 

Unto the King immortal 

Unto the King invisible 

The only wise God 

The only wise God (REPEAT) 
 

Verse 

Oh unto the King be glory and honor 

Unto the King forever 

Unto the King be glory and honor 

Forever and ever amen 

Close: Forever! Amen! 
Words & Music: Joey Holder. © 1984 Far Lane Music Publishing © 1984 Far Lane Music Publishing. Used by permission: 

CCLI no. 1470932 
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