
WELCOME TO GETHSEMANE! November 28, 2021 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Advent is a season for us to grow in hope. We gather amid a world that in many ways 

seems hopeless. Deep divisions over race, politics, and economics loom over us like a 

dark storm cloud. How can the Church possibly make a difference in all of this? 

Today’s Readings acknowledge the distress and fear that the world’s foundations are 

being shaken. And right in the middle of it all, there is hope. Jesus says, “Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). The prophet 

Jeremiah declares God’s promise to restore His people and all creation. If we were left 

to ourselves, there would be little room for such hope. But God does not leave us 

alone. By His Word and Sacraments, God establishes our hearts and prepares us for 

Jesus’ coming final restoration. Until that day, we wait, we pray, we hope. 
 

+ DRAW NEAR TO WORSHIP + 

 

LSB 334 O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU sts. 1, 4–5 

1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright? 

Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast 

To do in spirit lowly  All that may please You best. 
 

4 Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation  Procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace 

In love, all love excelling,  Our lost and fallen race. 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing  Eternal life in heav’n. 



Text: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Jeremiah 33:14–15; Luke 21:27, 33, 

adapt. 

P The LORD says, “I will fulfill the promise I made to the 

houses of Israel and Judah.” 

C We thank You, O Lord! 
  

P The LORD says, “My righteous Branch will cause justice 

and righteousness to spring up.” 

C We adore You, O Lord! 
  

P The LORD says, “You will see the Son of Man coming in 

a cloud with power and great glory.” 

C We praise You, O Lord! 
  

P The LORD says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

My words will never pass away.” 

C We worship You, O Lord! 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

One Advent candle is lit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are 



the light that shines in all the darkness of our lives. As 

we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect 

Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 

P Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s 

new creation in Christ, we confess our sins to God and 

one another. 
  

A time of silence is observed. 
  

P We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in 

thought, word, and deed. We have neither loved You 

with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. 

C Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast 

love, for they have been from of old. 
  

P Remember not the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; 

C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for 

the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 



authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection 

C we may be rescued from the threatening perils of 

our sins 
  

P and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 

C for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

+ GOD’S WORD FOR US + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 33:14–16 NIV 

 14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the 

good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 
15 “‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch 

sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land.  
6 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 



safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The Lord Our 

Righteous Savior.’ 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 NIV 

 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy 

we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and 

day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply 

what is lacking in your faith. 
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear 

the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love 

increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as 

ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will 

be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when 

our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:25–36 NIV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. 

On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 



and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint from terror, apprehensive 

of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a 

cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to 

take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption is drawing near.” 
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 
30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know 

that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until 

all these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will never pass away. 
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 

drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 

suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all those who live on the 

face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that 

you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you 

may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

LSB 331 THE ADVENT OF OUR KING sts. 1–2, 5–6 

1 The advent of our King; Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 
 



2 The everlasting Son  Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free. 
 

5 Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on. 
 

D 6 All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 
Text: Public domain 
 

MESSAGE: THE HOPE GOD GIVES 
 

CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 



     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

OUR PRAYERS TO GOD 
 

+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION + 

 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 



          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

+ COMMUNING HYMN + 

 

LSB 357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL sts. 1, ref, 5–6 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 
 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 



Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 
 

BENEDICTION 1 Thessalonians 3:12–13; Numbers 6:24–26 

P May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 

and for all, . . . so that He may establish your hearts blameless in 

holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all His saints. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

LSB 738 LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 

    Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

    Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 

    Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

    Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 



3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 

    Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

    Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 

    Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

    Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
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