
WELCOME TO ADVENT AT GETHSEMANE December 5, 2021 
 

AS WE GATHER 

Songs of the Season, part 2: "What Child Is This." We journey through Advent 2021 

guided by the themes of beloved Advent and Christmas songs.  In the face of all the 

world's problems, God sent His solution: His Son appearing in our human flesh as a 

helpless, dependent infant.  We discover anew how this Child is just the answer the 

world needs. 
 

+ COME, LET US ADORE HIM + 

 

LSB 343 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY sts. 1, ref, 3 

1 Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley  A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory; Foretold in sacred story: 

Refrain 
 

ref Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

3 Then fling the gates wide open  To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before Him! All nations, now adore Him! 

Refrain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



OPENING SENTENCES Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt. 

P The LORD says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

C We thank You, O Lord! 
  

P The LORD says, “The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight, behold, He is coming.” 

C We adore You, O Lord! 
  

P The LORD says, “I the LORD do not change; therefore 

you are not consumed.” 

C We praise You, O Lord! 
  

P The LORD who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C We worship You, O Lord! 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Two Advent candles are lit) 
  

P Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You 

are the light that shines in all the darkness of our lives. 

As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to 

reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7 

P Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s 

new creation in Christ, we confess our sins to God and 

one another. 
  

A time of silence is observed. 
  

P We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in 

thought, word, and deed. We have not borne fruit 

worthy of repentance. We have sinned against You and 

our neighbors. 

C Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast 

love, for they have been from of old. 
  

P Remember not the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; 

C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for 

the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



LSB 343 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY sts. ref, 4 
 

4 His is no earthly kingdom;  It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: 

Refrain 
 

ref Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, 

C to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 
  

P that our ways and words may more full proclaim Your grace--

to Your Glory, O God; 

C through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You, Father, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

+ GOD’S HOLY WORD FOR US + 

 



OLD TESTAMENT READING Zechariah 9:9 NIV 

9Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter 

Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and 

victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Galatians 4:1–7 NIV 

 1What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, 

he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole 

estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until 

the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were 

underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual 

forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, 

God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to 

redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption 

to sonship.  6 Because you are his sons and daughters, God 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls 

out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but 

God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you 

also an heir. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26–38 NIV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent 

the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 

angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 

favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 

kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 
31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 

call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son 

of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 

descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a 

virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 

holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 



Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 

and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 

sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word 

to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

LSB 370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are 

keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own 

Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 
Text: Public domain 
 

 

MESSAGE “What Child Is This” (Songs For The Season, part 2) 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

OUR PRAYERS TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
 

+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION + 

 



INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 



HYMN OF COMMUNING: LSB 550 LAMB OF GOD 
 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

But You have sent Him from Your side 

    To walk upon this guilty sod, 

    And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

ref O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in His precious blood, 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

2 Your Gift of love they crucified, 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

    The humble King they named a fraud, 

    And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

But You have brought me to Your side 

    To be led by Your staff and rod, 

    And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 
Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
 

BENEDICTION Philippians 1:6; Numbers 6:24–26 

P He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 

the day of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 

LSB 384 OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN sts. 1, 3–5 

1 Of the Father’s love begotten  Ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He, 

Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see 

        Evermore and evermore. 
 

3 This is He whom seers in old time  Chanted of with one accord, 

Whom the voices of the prophets  Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord 

        Evermore and evermore. 
 

4 O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him;  Angel hosts, His praises sing. 

Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him  And extol our God and King. 

Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring 

        Evermore and evermore. 
 

D 5  Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be, 

Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory 

        Evermore and evermore. 
Text: Public domain 
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