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INTRO 

Revered by three faith traditions totally billions of followers, Abraham is a model of faith 
and action.  Join us as we start a journey with Abraham and learn how our walk in this 
world might be even more led by faith! 
 

+ PRAISE OUR LIVING LORD + 
 

LSB 686 COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING sts. 1–3 

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
    May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
    Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
    Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
    Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
    Interposed His precious blood. 

 



3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
    Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
    Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
    Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
    Seal it for Thy courts above. 

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not 



loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 
A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. 
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 
Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 



You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 
prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, You took our illnesses and bore our 
diseases, bringing hope to the sick and the dying. In 
Your death on the cross, You completed Your work of 
bearing all our burdens and on the third day showed us 
in Your resurrected body the firstfruits of the new 
creation. Heal us now by Your Word and Sacraments, 
and raise us up on the Last Day that we might live with 
You forever; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 11:27—12:8 NIV 
27 This is the account of Terah’s family line. 



Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became 
the father of Lot. 28 While his father Terah was still alive, Haran died in Ur of 
the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. 29 Abram and Nahor both married. 
The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was 
Milkah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milkah and Iskah. 
30 Now Sarai was childless because she was not able to conceive. 
31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his 
daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and together they set out 
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to Harran, 
they settled there. 
32 Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Harran. 
12:1  The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  

4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife 
Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the 
people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, 
and they arrived there. 
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of 
Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The 
LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” 
So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 
with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the 
LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31–59 NIV 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never 
been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 
35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it 
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that 
you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, 
because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen 
in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your 
father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what 
Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has 
told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 
41 You are doing the works of your own father.” 
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have 
is God himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I 
have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 
43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear 
what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out 
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to 



the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, 
you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am 
telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God 
hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong 
to God.” 
48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and demon-possessed?” 
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and 
you dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who 
seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word 
will never see death.” 
52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! 
Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your 
word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham? He 
died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” 
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, 
whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do 
not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I 
do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the 
thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen 
Abraham!” 
58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 
59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping 
away from the temple grounds.   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



LSB 798 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE sts. 1, 3, 8 
1 The God of Abr’ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days  And God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM!  By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name  Forever blest. 

 

3 The God of Abr’ham praise,  Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days  In all my ways. 
He deigns to call me friend;  He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end Through Jesus’ blood. 

 

8 The God who reigns on high The great archangels sing, 
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,   “Almighty King! 
Who was and is the same   And evermore shall be: 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!  We worship Thee!” 

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
MESSAGE: CREATED TO BE GOD'S FRIEND Abraham series, part 1 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 



     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION + 
 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LSB 861 CHRIST BE MY LEADER 
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 

 



BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

LSB 801 HOW GREAT THOU ART sts. 1, ref, 3–4 
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

    Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain 

 

ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 

 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” 
Refrain 

 
Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 
Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005119 
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