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LSB 821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS sts. 1–3 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days 
were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

LSB 493 A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING sts. 1, 5–6 
1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, 



Ascends unto the throne of God. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 



Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we 
also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell 
there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

+ GOD’S WORD FOR US+ 
 

FIRST READING Acts 1:1–11 NIV 
 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that 
Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken 
up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he 
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one 
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will 
be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are 
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 



power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking 
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 NIV 
 15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not 
stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[a] of 
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I 
pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 



incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is 
the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he 
raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, 
power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not 
only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And 
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL John 15:9–17 NIV 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 



do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because 
a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I 
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask 
in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: 
Love each other. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
LSB 492 ON CHRIST’S ASCENSION I NOW BUILD 
1 On Christ’s ascension I now build 

    The hope of my ascension; 
This hope alone has always stilled 
    All doubt and apprehension; 
For where the Head is, there as well 
I know His members are to dwell 
    When Christ will come and call them. 

 

2 Since Christ returned to claim His throne, 
    Great gifts for me obtaining, 
My heart will rest in Him alone, 
    No other rest remaining; 
For where my treasure went before, 



There all my thoughts will ever soar 
    To still their deepest yearning. 

 

3 O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, 
    Recalling Your ascension, 
That I may serve You faithfully 
    In thanks for my redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease, 
Let me depart in joy and peace 
    In answer to my pleading. 

Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 

 
MESSAGE: Serving As Friends Of Jesus 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LSB 717 ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE sts. 1–4 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 

2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 
O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; 
Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand 
From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 



3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent 
To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by Thy might 
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by Thy watchful care 
From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 
Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1, 4): William Whiting, 1825–78, alt. 
Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 

 
BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
LSB 660 STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS sts. 1, 3–4 
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; It must not suffer loss. 



From vict’ry unto vict’ry His army He shall lead 
Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, Be never wanting there. 

 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, The next the victor’s song. 
The soldiers, overcoming, Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory Shall reign eternally. 

Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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