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LSB 387 JOY TO THE WORLD sts. 1–2 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,  

  Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

LSB 387 JOY TO THE WORLD sts. 3–4 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Text: Public domain 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, You are the liberator and defender of all 

people. Free us from the power of sin, death, and Satan, that 

we may serve You and our neighbors with joy and gladness, 

for You reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:6–7 NIV 
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 

upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–35, 41–52; 3:1–3, 15–22 NIV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second and third chapters. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



  

 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of the entire Roman world.  2 (This was the first census that took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  3 And everyone went to their 

own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 

David.  5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

married to him and was expecting a child.  6 While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born,7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.   

She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 

no guest room available for them.   
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night.  9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  10 But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.   I bring you good news that will cause 

great joy for all the people.  11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  12 This will be a sign to you: You 

will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 

lying in the manger.  17 When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child,18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  19 But Mary treasured up 

all these things and pondered them in her heart.  20 The shepherds returned, 



glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 

were just as they had been told.   
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was 

named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived.   
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 

Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 

consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is 

said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 

and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was on him.  26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  27 Moved by the Spirit, he 

went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to 

do for him what the custom of the Law required,28 Simeon took him in his 

arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.  
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be spoken against,35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 

revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 

Passover.  42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 

according to the custom.  43 After the festival was over, while his parents 

were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 

were unaware of it.  44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on 

for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 

friends.  45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 

for him.  46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 



among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  
47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 

answers.  48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother 

said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have 

been anxiously searching for you.” 
49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be 

in my Father’s house?”  50 But they did not understand what he was saying 

to them. 
51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But 

his mother treasured all these things in her heart.  52 And Jesus grew in 

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.   
3:1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch 

of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the high-

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 

Zechariah in the wilderness.  3 He went into all the country around the 

Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.   
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their 

hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah.  16 John answered them all, “I 

baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the 

straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire.  17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the 

chaff with unquenchable fire.”  18 And with many other words John exhorted 

the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 
19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to 

Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had 

done,20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as 

he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on 



him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 

Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

LSB 338 COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

MESSAGE: LUKE STUDY, PART 2 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 



     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

  C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the 

name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the 

Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His 

people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 

Jerusalem. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have 

mercy on us. 



Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us 

peace. 

 

LSB 637 DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 
 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 
 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

LSB 863 OUR FATHER, BY WHOSE NAME 

1 Our Father, by whose name All fatherhood is known, 

Who dost in love proclaim Each family Thine own, 

Bless Thou all parents, guarding well, 

With constant love as sentinel, 

The homes in which Thy people dwell. 
 

2 O Christ, Thyself a child Within an earthly home, 

With heart still undefiled, Thou didst to manhood come; 



Our children bless in ev’ry place 

That they may all behold Thy face, 

And knowing Thee may grow in grace. 
 

3 O Spirit, who dost bind Our hearts in unity, 

Who teachest us to find The love from self set free, 

In all our hearts such love increase 

That ev’ry home by this release 

May be the dwelling place of peace. 

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 

 

LSB 725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they 

flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears 

them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He 

knoweth. 
 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 

Text: Public domain 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

LSB 922 GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING sts. 1, 3–4 

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are My own. 

    In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing— You are My own. 
 

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort 

stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 
 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you  And give you peace: 

    I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace. 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
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