WELCOME TO GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL April 28, 2024

AS WE GATHER "De-Vine" Life

When Jesus uses the image of the vine and speaks of vineyards, He is choosing
something very familiar to His hearers. Even today, more than eighteen million acres
worldwide is used for growing grapes—from Albania to Zimbabwe! As branches
grafted to the Vine that is Christ, we are empowered by His life within us. It is time to
continue growing!

+ O PRAISE HIM +

INVOCATION

P] Inthe name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 150

P) Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary;

praise Him in His mighty heavens!

P} Praise Him with trumpet sound;

praise Him with lute and harp!

P} Praise Him with tambourine and dance; praise Him with

strings and pipe!
Praise Him with sounding cymbals; praise Him with
loud clashing cymbals!

®

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!

® =



LSB 465 NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS

1

Now all the vault of heav’'n resounds

In praise of love that still abounds:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!

Repeat their song of glory here:
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Eternal is the gift He brings,

Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”

Now still He comes to give us life

And by His presence stills all strife.
Christ has triumphed! He is living!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial!

O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
Set heart and will on things above
That we conquer through Your triumph;
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

sts. 1-3



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

[P)

® & &

Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins
to Him, and implore His forgiveness.

O almighty God, most merciful Father, |, a repentant
sinner, confess to You all my sins and iniquities
with which | have offended You. By nature, | am a
sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed | have
continually transgressed Your law. For this | justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a
penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins
and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that |
may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping
with true repentance.

God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
Amen.

As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained
servant Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I-
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LSB 465 NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS st. 4
A 4  Adoring praises now we bring

And with the heav’'nly blessed sing:
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”

Be to the Father and our Lord,

To Spirit blest, most holy God,
All the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

SALUTATION
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P) Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one
will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded
and desire what You promise, that among the many
changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where
true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ GOD'S WORD FOR TODAY +



FIRST READING Acts 8:26—-40 NIV
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the
road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.” 2" So he started out, and on his way he met an
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the
treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the
Ethiopians™). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,
28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the
Book of Isaiah the prophet. 2° The Spirit told Philip, “Go to
that chariot and stay near it.”
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man
reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are
reading?” Philip asked.
31*How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?”
So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
‘He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.

Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken
from the earth.”
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the
prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” %> Then
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him
the good news about Jesus.



36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in
the way of my being baptized?” ¥”1 And Philip said, “If you
believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered,
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”®

he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the
eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.
39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him
again, but went on his way rejoicing. #° Philip, however,
appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the
gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1-11 NIV
1Beloved, Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how
you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus
IS not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you
have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.



4You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them,
because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is
in the world. ° They are from the world and therefore speak
from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to
them. ® We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to
us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is
how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
falsehood.

" Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love. ° This is how God showed his love among us:
He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might
live through him. 1° This is love: not that we loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. ' Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1-8 NIV
®P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.



[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunesl@ so
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean
because of the word | have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me,
as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless
you remain in me.
°>“l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me
and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can
do nothing. ° If you do not remain in me, you are like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. ’ If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

LSB 611 CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH | BE sts. 1-4
1 Chief of sinners though | be, Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that | might live on high, Lives that | might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, | am His, and He is mine.

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’'ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a

Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when | sought Him not.

3 Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n, Joy that lifts the soul to
heav’n,

Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod.

4 Chief of sinners though | be, Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.

Text: William McComb, 1793-1873, alt.
Text: Public domain

MESSAGE "De-Vine" Life

APOSTLES’ CREED Apostles' Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

LSB 691 FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’'S SOWING sts. 1-3

1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit's sowing, May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.

2 Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness,
gentleness.

3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our
goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self-
control.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION +
INTRODUCTION TO HOLY COMMUNION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;



and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

®P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My ~I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.



Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS +

LSB 830 SPREAD THE REIGN OF GOD THE LORD
1 Spread the reign of God the Lord,

Spoken, written, mighty Word,;

Ev'rywhere His creatures call

To His heav’'nly banquet hall.

2 Tell how God the Father’s will
Made the world, upholds it still,
How His own dear Son He gave
Us from sin and death to save.

3 Tell of our Redeemer’s grace,
Who, to save our human race
And to pay rebellion’s price,
Gave Himself as sacrifice.

4  Tell of God the Spirit giv'n
Now to guide us on to heav'n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.



5  Enter, mighty Word, the field;
Ripe the promise of its yield.
But the reapers, oh, how few
For the work there is to do!

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind,
Rouse to action heart and mind;
Let the gath’ring nations all
See Your light and heed Your call.

Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Composite Text: Public domain

LSB 540 CHRIST, THE WORD OF GOD INCARNATE sts. 1-3,5
1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate,
Lord and Son of Abraham;
Christ, the radiance of the Father,
Perfect God, the great | AM,;
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished,
Light and life You bring to all;
Light our path with Your own presence,
Grant us grace to heed Your call.

2  Christ, the living bread from heaven,
Food for body, food for soul;
Christ, the manna daily given,
Nourish, strengthen, make us whole.
Feed us with the food of heaven,
Foretaste of the feast to be;



Quench our thirst with living water
Springing up eternally.

Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant
From the stump of Jesse’s tree;
Christ, true vine, You nurture branches
To bear fruit abundantly.
Graft us into You, O Savior,
Prune our hearts so we remain
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard
Till eternal life we gain.

Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’'nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.

Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

BENEDICTION

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I« give you peace.
Amen.



| LOVE TO TELL THE STORY
1 Ilove to tell the story Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory, Of Jesus and His love.
| love to tell the story, Because | know it’s true;
It satisfies my longings As nothing else would do. REFRAIN

ref |love to tell the story; 'Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love.

2 | love to tell the story, For those who know it best
Seem hungering and thirsting To hear it like the rest.
And when in scenes of glory | sing the new, new song,
"Twill be the old, old story That | have loved so long.

REFRAIN

Text: Arabella C. Hankey, 1834-1911, alt.
Text: Public domain
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