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May 17, 2026 

7th Sunday  
of Easter 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Cloud Wang 

Elder on Duty: Fred Caton 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

525 CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS sts. 1, 3–5 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ INVOCATION + 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being 

of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 



C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted 
in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 
without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth 
whom You promised from the Father; for You live 
and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 1:12–26 
 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey 
away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to the upper 
room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of 
James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers. 



 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the 
company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, 
the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who 
became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his 
wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle 
and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own 
language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in 
the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to 
dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’ 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the 
time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning 
from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to 
his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And 
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, 
show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the 
place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and 
the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory 
is revealed. 14If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
15But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a meddler. 16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 
17For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; 
and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who 
do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 
 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. . . . 
 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God 
so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7casting all your 
anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; 
be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in 
your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 



experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And 
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

seventeenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority 
over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 
3And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5And 

now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had with you before the world existed. 
 6“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave 
me out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 
that you have given me is from you. 8For I have given them the 
words that you gave me, and they have received them and have 
come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am praying for them. I am not 
praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I 
am glorified in them. 11And I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them 
in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are one.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 



PREFACE LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection 
appeared openly to all His disciples and in their 
sight was taken up into heaven that He might make 
us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You 

have had mercy on those whom You created and 
sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we 
receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 
cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of 
Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of 
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 



worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
528 OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING 

 

 

 
 



5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 
    Your God, ye fallen race. 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
    Be justified by grace. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 
    The Lamb of God was slain. 
His soul was once an off’ring made 
    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 
    Be now and ever giv’n 
By saints below and saints above, 
    The Church in earth and heav’n. 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Carl G. Gläser, 1784–1829 Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

642 O LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael Praetorius Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, 

that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

+ CLOSING HYMN + 
 

"O THE DEEP, DEEP LOVE OF JESUS"  TH211 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

+ POSTLUDE + 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” – 
Led by Maria Keeling – Meets in the Library 

 

“Study the Book of Mark” – Led by Pastor 
James Jennings – Meets in the Life Center 
 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net 
www.gethseamnelutheran.org 

YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 
Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 

Flowers for May 17th: 
 

By Johnnie Kolkhorst in remembrance of 
Harold’s father Henry Kolkhorst. 
 
By Ed and Charles Johnson in 
remembrance of wife and mother Vicki on 
her birthday, May 16th. 
 
 

Spring Congregational Meeting 
Will be held today, May 17th 

after Bible Study. 

Pre-K 
Graduation 

 
Wednesday, 
May 20th at 

2:30pm in the 
Sanctuary.  

 

 


