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September 20, 2026 

17th Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Karen Leicht 

Elder on Duty: Milton Bade 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

“His Name Is Wonderful" The Hymnal 101 
His name is Wonderful, 
His name is Wonderful, 
His name is Wonderful, 

Jesus, my Lord; 
 

He is the mighty King, 
Master of ev'rything, 

His name is Wonderful, 
Jesus, my Lord. 

 

He's the great Shepherd, 
The Rock of all Ages, 
Almighty God is He; 

 

Bow down before Him, 
Love and adore Him, 

His name is Wonderful, 
Jesus, my Lord. 

 

+ INVOCATION + 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 



C Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before 
You relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your 
abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6–9 
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call upon him while he is near; 
7let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on 
him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are my ways higher than your ways 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 
really served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known 
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 
imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear. . . . 
 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with 
full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 



whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 
which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, 
for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have 
ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 
again. 
 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side 
for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your 
opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your 
salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for 
the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer 
for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and 
now hear that I still have. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 
house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third 
hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right 
I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth 
hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he 
said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go 
into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of 
the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them 
their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when 
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 
received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they 
thought they would receive more, but each of them also received 
a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of 
the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for 



a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give 
to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what 
I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 



blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 
 

+ COMMUNION HYMNS + 
 

“Let Us Break Bread Together" The Hymnal 323 
 

Let us break bread together on our knees. 
Let us break bread together on our knees. 

 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Let us drink the cup together on our knees. 
Let us drink the cup together on our knees. 

 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 

Let us praise God together on our knees. 
Let us praise God together on our knees. 

 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
 

“Nothing But the Blood" The Hymnal 195 
 

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

O precious is the flow 
that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

For my pardon this I see: 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
For my cleansing this my plea: 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 



 

O precious is the flow 
that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Nothing can for sin atone: 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Naught of good that I have done: 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

O precious is the flow 
that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

This is all my hope and peace: 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
This is all my righteousness: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 

O precious is the flow 
that makes me white as snow; 

no other fount I know; 
nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 
 
 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 



The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

+ CLOSING HYMN + 

“Peace Like a River" The Hymnal 498 
 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
 

I've got love like an ocean, 
I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean in my soul. 
I've got love like an ocean, 
I've got love like an ocean, 

I've got love like an ocean in my soul 
 

I've got joy like a fountain, 
I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
I've got joy like a fountain, 
I've got joy like a fountain, 

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul. 

+ POSTLUDE + 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” – 
Led by Maria Keeling – Meets in the Library 

 

“Luther’s Small Catechism” – Led by Pastor 
James Jennings – Meets in the Life Center 
 

Card Games 
Join us on Sunday, 

September 20th in the 
Life Center for card 
games at 11:30am. 

 

Flowers for September 20th: 
 

By Cathy Schreiber and Adrian Smith 
in remembrance of son Shanon on his 
birthday, September 25th. 
 
By Roy and Sharon Albe who will 
celebrate 69 years of marriage on 
September 21st. 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net   www.gethseamnelutheran.org 
YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 
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