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October 18, 2026 

21st Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Cloud Wang 

Elder on Duty: Ed Johnson 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 
 

549 ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME sts. 1, 3, 5–7 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ INVOCATION + 
 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 
 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in You, 
have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide we 
may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the 
things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 45:1–7 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
 and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him 
 that gates may not be closed: 
2“I will go before you 
 and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
 I name you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the LORD, and there is no other, 
 besides me there is no God; 
 I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
 I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, 
 I make well-being and create calamity, 
 I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 
 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 
 2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly 
mentioning you in our prayers, 3remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to 
you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 



with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be 
among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and 
of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the 
joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word 
of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not 
say anything. 9For they themselves report concerning us the kind 
of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-

second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] 
in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and 
teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 
anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to 
the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he 
said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they 
heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 



OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your 
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  



We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 
receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

+ COMMUNION HYMNS + 
 

534 LORD, ENTHRONED IN HEAVENLY SPLENDOR 

 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt. Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

761 ROCK OF AGES' 

 

 

 
 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



+ CLOSING HYMN + 
 

850 GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 

+ POSTLUDE + 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flowers for October 18th: 
 

By Jim and Maria Keeling who will 
celebrate 55 years of marriage on 
October 16th. 
 
By Janet Goodman in honor of 
husband Jim on his 80th birthday. 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” – 
Led by Maria Keeling – Meets in the Library 

 

“Luther’s Small Catechism” – Led by Pastor 
James Jennings – Meets in the Life Center 
 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net   www.gethseamnelutheran.org 
YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 

Card Games 
Join us on Sunday, 

October 18th in the Life 
Center for card games 

at 11:30am. 
 

T-Shirt and Yard Sign 
Fundraiser! 

 

See flyer in the Narthex, emailed 
newsletter or come stop by the office! 
All orders due by November 1st! 
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