GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL
December 28, 2025

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS +
+ PRELUDE +
+ OPENING HYMN +

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL sts. 1, ref, 3—4
1 O come, all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant!

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold Him

Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref O come, let us adore Him,O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

3  Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

4  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain



Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
Text: Public domain

+ INVOCATION +

®P) In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.



Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

KYRIE LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their

® > 6

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

1

ref

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French Text: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[P)

[P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully
created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we
may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like



us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 63:7-14

I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD,
the praises of the LORD,
according to all that the LORD has granted us,
and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely.”
And he became their Savior.
In all their affliction he was afflicted,
and the angel of his presence saved them;
In his love and in his pity he redeemed them,;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
10But they rebelled
and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy,
and himself fought against them.
""Then he remembered the days of old,
of Moses and his people.
Where is he who brought them up out of the sea



with the shepherds of his flock?
Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit,
2who caused his glorious arm
to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before them
to make for himself an everlasting name,
Swho led them through the depths?
Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble.
14 ike livestock that go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest.
So you led your people,
to make for yourself a glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4—7

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, °to redeem those
who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as sons. °And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” "So you
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir
through God.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-2
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

'Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and
when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON
+ HYMN OF RESPONSE +

380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,



God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the _angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain

ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2  Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Halil the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life I everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 166

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious

to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ~~ give you

peace.
Amen.



+ CLOSING HYMN +

387 JOY TO THE WORLD
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n, and heav’'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3  No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4  He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,



And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain

+ POSTLUDE +
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