The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
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Silent Praver
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(P) The Lord bless and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.




Lord’s Pravyer LSB 196

P

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

Id

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution Hymn
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Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline

[P) Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: Christians have always

observed, with great devotion, the days of our Lord's passion and
resurrection. It became the custom of the church to prepare for
Easter by a season of penitence, fasting, and prayer. This season of
forty days provided a time in which converts to the faith were
prepared for baptism into the body of Christ. It is also the time
when persons who had committed serious sins and had been
separated from the community of faith were reconciled by
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the
church.

I invite you, in the name of the Lord, to observe a holy Lent, by
self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; and by
reading and meditating on the Word of God. To make a right
beginning, and as a mark of our mortality, let us humble our hearts
before our Creator and Redeemer.

Spoken Confession

[P) Dearly beloved, since it is our intention to come to the Holy Supper

of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is proper that we diligently examine
ourselves as St. Paul tells us to do, for this Holy Sacrament has been
instituted for the special comfort and strengthening of those who
humbly confess their sins and hunger and thirst for righteousness.

But if we examine ourselves, we shall find nothing in us but sin and
death, from which we cannot set ourselves free. Therefore our Lord
Jesus Christ has had mercy on us and has taken on Himself our
nature that he might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and
for us and for our deliverance suffer death and all that we by our
sins have deserved. And that we should the more confidently
believe this and be strengthened by our faith in cheerful obedience
to his holy will, he has instituted the Holy Sacrament of



Therefore whoever eats of this bread and drinks of this cup, firmly
believing the words of Christ, dwells in Christ, and Christ in him,
and has eternal life.

We should do this also in remembrance of him, showing his death,
that he was delivered for our offenses and raised again for our
justification and, giving him our most hearty thanks, take up our
cross and follow him and according to his commandment love one
another as he has loved us.

For we are all one body, even as we all eat of his body and drink of
his blood. Humble yourselves before God, confess your sins to him,
and implore his forgiveness.

O Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner,
confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended you and justly deserved your punishment now and
forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor
sinful being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of
your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life.

Imposition of Ashes
(The ushers will assist those wishing to receive the ashes.)

Pastor: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
Individual Response:  Amen.

Words of Forgiveness

[P) God’s Word declares: “‘return to me with all your heart, with
fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your
garments. Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love.” God has had
pity on His people, and sent His only Son, Jesus Christ to suffer and

(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the
assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that
with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus LSB 195
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“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to die for your sins. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, as a
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by servant of the Word, forgive you your sins in the name of the Father

men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But @ an of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
8§ Amen.

when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Song of Response

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in

secret, will reward you. 550 Lamb of God
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O washme in His pre-cious blood, My Je-sus Christ, the Lamb of God.
(P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

It is meet and right so to do.

Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119



Old Testament Lesson Joel 2:12-19

“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and not your
garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents
from sending calamity. Who knows? He may turn and have pity and
leave behind a blessing—grain offerings and drink offerings for the
LORD your God. Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a
sacred assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring
together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast. Let
the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. Let the
priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the temple porch
and the altar. Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD. Do not make
your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why
should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

Then the LORD will be jealous for his land and take pity on his people.
The LORD will reply to them: “I am sending you grain, new wine and
oil, enough to satisfy you fully; never again will I make you an object
of scorn to the nations.”

The Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in

vain.

For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of
salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor,
now is the day of salvation.

We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will
not be discredited.

Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in
great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses;

in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and
hunger;

in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and
1n sincere love;

in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of
righteousness in the right hand and in the left;

through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet
regarded as impostors;

known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten,
and yet not killed;

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.

(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel Lesson  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to
be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward
in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know

what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.



