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April 12, 2026 

2nd Sunday  
of Easter 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Ben Harris 

Elder on Duty: Jim Keeling 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 
 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

477 ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS TO HEAVEN 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

+ INVOCATION + 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 
of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE            LSB 152  
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being 

of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS      LSB 154  

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His 
people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and 
Father: 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we 
praise You for Your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God: 
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 
on us. 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are 
the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated 
the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess 
in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and 
God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 5:29–42 
 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God 
rather than men. 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom 
you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his 
right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and 
so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey 
him.” 
 33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill 
them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher 
of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave 
orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And he said to 
them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with 
these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to 
be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined 
him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and 
came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the 
days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. 



He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So 
in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let 
them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will 
fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. 
You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat 
them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go. 41Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 
42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did 
not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 1:3–9 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the 
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do 

not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 



the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in 
his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never 
believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 

+ HYMN OF RESPONSE + 

465 NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt.  Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119  Tune: Public domain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

OFFERING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 

+ CLOSING HYMN + 

525 CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS sts. 1, 3–5 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1, 3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93  Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ POSTLUDE + 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Life Lessons from 
Ephesians” – Led by Maria Keeling – Meets 
in the Library 

 

“Study the Book of Matthew” – Led by 
Pastor James Jennings – Meets in the Life 
Center 
 

Flowers for April 12th: 
 

By Susan Wasson in remembrance of her 
husband Ron on their wedding anniversary, April 
2nd. 
 
By Edda Ertunca in remembrance of Erna, 
Wenzel, Wilhelm, Tante Kate, Onkel Willie Hansi. 

 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net 
www.gethseamnelutheran.org 

YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 
Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 

April 13th from 10 to 1 pm. For 
those of retirement age for 
fellowship and games, followed 
by devotion and potluck meal at 
noon. RSVP to Maria Keeling. 

Card Games 
Join us on Sunday, April 19th  in 
the Life Center for card games 

at 11:30am. 
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