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November 15, 2026 

25th Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Cloud Wang 

Elder on Duty: Wayne Blackmon 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN sts. 1–2, 4–6 

 

 
 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ INVOCATION + 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 



C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You have given 

exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust 
in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to 
live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may 
never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our 



Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 1:7–16 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 
 For the day of the LORD is near; 
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice 
 and consecrated his guests. 
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— 
“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons 
 and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 
9On that day I will punish 
 everyone who leaps over the threshold, 
and those who fill their master’s house 
 with violence and fraud. 
10“On that day,” declares the LORD, 
 “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 
a wail from the Second Quarter, 
 a loud crash from the hills. 
11Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! 
 For all the traders are no more; 
 all who weigh out silver are cut off. 
12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
 and I will punish the men 
who are complacent, 
 those who say in their hearts, 

‘The LORD will not do good, 
 nor will he do ill.’ 
13Their goods shall be plundered, 
 and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 
 they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
 they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14The great day of the LORD is near, 
 near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
 the mighty man cries aloud there. 
15A day of wrath is that day, 
 a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
 a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
 and against the lofty battlements. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 
 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you 
have no need to have anything written to you. 2For you 
yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like 



a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace 
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as 
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not 
escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief. 5For you are all children of light, children 
of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then 
let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be 
sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us 
be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for 
a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 
might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build 
one another up, just as you are doing. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:14–30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, 
who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and 
he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents 
made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now 
after a long time the master of those servants came and settled 
accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 
21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two 
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 



your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 
where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no 
seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered 
him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap 
where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 
27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I should have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has 
the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, 
and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless 
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 



 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your 
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 
come to us in His body and blood. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

+ COMMUNION HYMNS + 

527 O SAVIOR, PRECIOUS SAVIOR 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 Tune: Arthur H. Mann, 1850–1929 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 



You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
 

BENEDICTION 

+ CLOSING HYMN + 

802 IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 

 

 

 

 

Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt. Tune: Welsh Text and tune: Public domain 

+ POSTLUDE + 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 

Flowers for Sunday: 
 

By Bill Schlobohm in remembrance 
of wife Loretta on her birthday, 
November 19th. 
 

By Cheryl Stolp in remembrance of 
her mother Lucille on her 102nd 
birthday, November 18th. 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” – 
Led by Maria Keeling – Meets in the Library 

 

“Luther’s Small Catechism” – Led by Pastor 
James Jennings – Meets in the Life Center 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Class @ 10 a.m. 
Join our midweek bible study with Pastor 

James as we continue to take a “Bird’s Eye” 
view of the Bible.  

Dinner Price: (Cash only) 
Adults - $5 

Children (ages 5 to 11) - $2 
Under 5 eat FREE! 

Family Night 
Dinner 

Join us for dinner 
on Wednesdays, 

from now through 
November 18th at 
5:30pm in the Life 
Center for a home-

cooked meal. 

Fall Congregational Meeting 
Will be held today after 

Bible Study. 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net   www.gethseamnelutheran.org 
YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 


