Welcome to

Gethsemane

L UTHEIRAN
Church & Preschool

November 15, 2026
25" Sunday
After Pentecost

The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:

GROW UP 1n His Word,
GROW OUT 1n his Ministry,
GROW TOGETHER 1n His Love.

Pastor James Jennings
Preschool Director: Kim Perry
Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney
Organist: Cloud Wang
Elder on Duty: Wayne Blackmon

+ PRELUDE +
+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS +
+ OPENING HYMN +
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1 We give Thee but Thine own, What - e’er the gift may be;
2 May we Thy boun - ties thus As stew-ards true re - ceive
4 To com-fort and to bless, To find a balm for woe,

5 The «cap-tive to re - lease, To God the lost to bring,

6 And we be - lieve Thy Word, Thoughdim our faith may be:

f) 4 . . , .

o, e — i o I o o o o1 ® o ———1

ey 1 I I > {I’ i { { ! I > { =K H
All that we have is Thine a-lone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
And glad -ly, as Thou bless-est us, To Thee our first-fruits give!
To tend the lone and fa - ther-less Is an-gels’ work be - low.
To teach the way of life andpeace, It is a Christ-like thing.
What-e’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it un - to Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97 Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89 Text and tune: Public domain

+ INVOCATION +
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)
P) In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?
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But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
KYRIE LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You have given
exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust
in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to
live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may
never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our



OLD TESTAMENT READING

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Zephaniah 1:7-16

"Be silent before the Lord Gob!
For the day of the LORD is near;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests.
8And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice—
“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons
and all who array themselves in foreign attire.
°0On that day | will punish
everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their master’s house
with violence and fraud.
1%“On that day,” declares the LORD,
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
a loud crash from the hills.
"Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the traders are no more;
all who weigh out silver are cut off.
12At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and | will punish the men
who are complacent,
those who say in their hearts,

‘The LoRD will not do good,
nor will he do ill.’
3Their goods shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.”
“The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
the mighty man cries aloud there.
15SA day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
'6a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you
have no need to have anything written to you. 2For you

yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like



a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, “There is peace
and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as
labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not
escape. “But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to
surprise you like a thief. °For you are all children of light, children
of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then
let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober. "For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has not destined us for
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
Ywho died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. ""Therefore encourage one another and build
one another up, just as you are doing.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu -ia.
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that

N> RO

| e— 1 I \

[ I I I | N T

(e o 6 ¢« = | T
I
d I ~—~

&
Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al -le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

4[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey,
who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. °To
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. '®"He who had
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and
he made five talents more. '”So also he who had the two talents
made two talents more. ®But he who had received the one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. "®"Now
after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. 2°And he who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me five talents; here | have made five talents more.’
2'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a little; | will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.’ 2And he also who had the two
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two
talents; here | have made two talents more.’ 2 His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of



your master.’ ?*He also who had received the one talent came
forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping
where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no
seed, ?°so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ ?But his master answered
him, “You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that | reap
where | have not sowed and gather where | scattered no seed?
2’Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and at my coming | should have received what was my own with
interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has
the ten talents. 2°For to everyone who has will more be given,
and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not,
even what he has will be taken away. *°And cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE

NICENE CREED

OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

FRFFB

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam
and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred
them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your
great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam,
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-
giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that
we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that
come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
LORD’S PRAYER

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -«
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
AGNUS DEI/ LSB 210
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;



A — ——— 709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
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A # . 1 The King of love my shep - herd is,  Whose good - ness
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray. 4 In death’s dark vale 1  fear no il With Thee, dear
And grant us  peace, O Lord, we  pray. b | , — | —
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Text: Stephen P. Starke Py I — I I I ' 1
fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
+ COMMUNION HYMNS + soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Th rod and  staff m
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oJ o r I am His And He is mine for - ev - er
1 O Sav - ior, pre-cious Sav - ior, Whom yet un - seen we love; pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
2 O bring -er of sal - va - tion, Who won-drous - ly hast wrought gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
3 In Thee all full - ness dwell-eth, All grace and pow’r di - vine; com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.
4 O grant the con-sum - ma - tion Of this our song a - bove
o ——— —_ 5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
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o ] ' ine unction grace bestoweth;
O name of might and fa - vor, All oth - er names a - bove, .
Thy-self the rev - e - la - tion Of love be-yond our thought, And, oh, what transport of delight
The glo - ry that ex - cel -lethh O Son of God, is Thine. .
In end-less ad - o - ra - tion And ev - er - last-ing love; From Thy pure chalice floweth!
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We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing; Thy goodness faileth never;
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing; . .
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing; Good Shepherd, may | Sing Thy praise
Then shall we praise and bless Thee Where per - fect prais - es ring, L
N , Within Thy house forever!
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Y] ' J ‘ ! o e o . Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77 Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. Text and tune: Public domain
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our ho - ly Lord and King.
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our gra-cious Lord and King. a
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our glo-rious Lord and King. POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
And - - - f Thee, Our Sav - i d King! : :
ne eV m i mole con-less Thee, THESav o lon e ot e Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79 Tune: Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929
Text and tune: Public domain

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore



You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212

BENEDICTION
+ CLOSING HYMN +
802 IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE
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1 Im - mor - tal, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all life Thou giv - est— to  both great and small—
4 Great Fa - ther of glo - ry, pure Fa - ther of light,
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In light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
Nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, Thou rul - est in  might;
In all life  Thou liv - est, the true Life of all;
Thine an - gels a - dore Thee, all veil - ing  their sight;
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Most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
Thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
We blos - som and flour - ish as leaves on the tree
All  laud we would ren - der: 0] help us to see
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Al - might -y, vic - to-rious, Thy great name we praise.
Thy clouds which are  foun-tains of  good - ness and love.
And with - er and  per-ish— but naught chang - es Thee.
'Tis on - ly the splen-dor of light that hides Thee.

Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. Tune: Welsh Text and tune: Public domain

+ POSTLUDE +

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane

r==- -I - Tf Tt _ ~ T 71 sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m.
Flowers for Sunday' Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m.
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By Bill Schlobohm in remembrance worship service then join a Bible class!

of wife Loretta on her birthday,

I
|
1
|
1 Women'’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” —
: November 19,
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Led by Maria Keeling — Meets in the Library

By Cheryl Stolp in remembrance of
her mother Lucille on her 102"
birthday, November 18",
—————————————————— Tuesday Morning Bible Class @ 10 a.m.
Join our midweek bible study with Pastor
James as we continue to take a “Bird’s Eye’
view of the Bible.

“Luther’s Small Catechism” — Led by Pastor
James Jennings — Meets in the Life Center

Family Night
Dinner
Join us for dinner FAMILY NIGHT

— WEDNESDAY —

on Wednesdays,
from now through
November 18™ at

i 7 Fall Congregational Meeting

.

X ) Dinner Price: (Cash only) Will be held today after
5:30pm in the Life Adults - $5 Bible Stud
Center for a home- chijldren (ages 5 to 11) - $2 Ib1e Study.
cooked meal. Under 5 eat FREE!

Rev. James Jennings — Pastor
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool
4040 Watonga Blvd.
Houston, TX 77092
ph: 713-688-5227
email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net www.gethseamnelutheran.org
YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096  Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston



