GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH & PRESCHOOL	December 7, 2025
+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS +
+ PRELUDE +
+ OPENING HYMN +
343 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY
1	Prepare the royal highway;
    The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley
    A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain

ref	Hosanna to the Lord,
For He fulfills God’s Word!

2	God’s people, see Him coming:
    Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before Him!
    Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

3	Then fling the gates wide open
    To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev’ry nation
    Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him!
All nations, now adore Him! Refrain

4	His is no earthly kingdom;
    It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
    And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
For kindness so abounding: Refrain
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119

+ INVOCATION +
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
P	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P	Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL	sts. 1, ref
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref	Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Text: Public domain


+ LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH +

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL	sts 4–5 & ref 

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

ref	Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 
1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Text: Public domain

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Zephaniah 3:14–20
14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
	shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
	O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
	he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
	you shall never again fear evil.
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
	let not your hands grow weak.
17The Lord your God is in your midst,
	a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
	he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
	so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19Behold, at that time I will deal
	with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
	and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
	and renown in all the earth.
20At that time I will bring you in,
	at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
	among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
	before your eyes,” says the Lord.
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE	Philippians 4:4–7
	4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE	LSB 156
C	Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL	John 1:11–18
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
	11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
	14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE
+ HYMN OF RESPONSE +
TH164 ONE SMALL CHILD
One small Child in a land of a thousand
One small dream of a Savior tonight
One small hand reaching out to the starlight
One small city of life Oh__

One king bringing his gold and riches
One king ruling an army of might
One king kneeling with incense and candlelight
One King bringing us life Oh__

See Him lying a cradle beneath Him
See Him smiling in the stall
See His mother praising His Father
See His tiny eyelids fall

One small light from the flame of a candle
One small light from a city of might
One small light from the stars in the endless night
One small light from a face O

See the shepherds kneeling before Him
See the kings on bended knee
See His mother praising His Father
See the blessed Infant sleep

One small Child in a land of a thousand
One small dream in a people of might
One small hand reaching out to the starlight
One small Savior of life Oh__

David Meece CCLI Song #10783 © 1971 Curb Word Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #1470932

APOSTLES’ CREED
C	I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION	LSB 166
P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.
+ CLOSING HYMN +
368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
1	Angels we have heard on high,
    Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain

ref	Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2	Shepherds, why this jubilee?
    Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
    Which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain

3	Come to Bethlehem and see
    Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French			Text: Public domain

+ POSTLUDE +
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.


















Christmas Poinsettias
Order beautiful red poinsettias and dedicate them in honor of or in memory of a loved one to help decorate the chancel for our Christmas services.
[image: A picture containing background pattern

Description automatically generated]These lovely plants will be delivered fresh to the church just prior to Christmas and will be available for you to take home after the last Christmas worship service.
Poinsettias are $10 each and are available in red only. Please turn in payment (cash or check) with your order form. 
We have a limited number of poinsettias available, please turn in orders as soon as possible to reserve a plant. You may place orders in the offering plate or bring them to the church office.

Susan Wasson
Flower Coordinator
Gethsemane Lutheran Church

Christmas Poinsettias				 Order Form - $10 each

Given by: ___________________________________________________________________________________
In honor of: ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
In memory of: ____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Total #:________(RED only)	$10 each
Please turn in payment with this form. 
(Cash or check)
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