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April 19, 2026 

3rd Sunday  
of Easter 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Karen Leicht 

Elder on Duty: Curtis Sitz 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 
 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

973 THY WORD IS A LAMP 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Amy Grant, 1960  Tune: Michael W. Smith, 1957  Text and tune: © 1984 
Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
 

+ INVOCATION + 
 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true 
heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, 
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in 
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 186 

 

 
 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since 

You have wakened from death the Shepherd of 
Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we 
hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him 
who calls us each by name and follow where He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 2:42–47 
 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe 
came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple 
together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having 
favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved. 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:19–25 
 19This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when 
you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 
good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the 
sight of God. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you 
were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:1–10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man 
is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The 
sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 
5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 
 7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am 
the door of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and 
find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 
especially are we bound to praise You on this day 
for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying 
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He 
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with 
Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and 
archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

478 THE DAY OF RESURRECTION 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79  Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 



543 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven  Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

THANKSGIVING LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T 
give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

 

 



+ CLOSING HYMN + 
 

802 IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt. Tune: Welsh Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ POSTLUDE + 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flowers for April 19th: 
 

By Lisa and Curtis Sitz in honor of Lisa’s cousin, 
Suzanne for her birthday. 
 
By Alison and Daniel Hortsman with thanks for 
God’s blessings and church friends. 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Life Lessons from 
Ephesians” – Led by Maria Keeling – Meets 
in the Library 

 

“Study the Book of Matthew” – Led by 
Pastor James Jennings – Meets in the Life 
Center 
 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net 
www.gethseamnelutheran.org 

YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 
Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 

Card Games 
Join us on Sunday, April 19th  in 
the Life Center for card games 

at 11:30am. 
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