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How’s It Growing with You?
Randy Lemon the radio garden man says we are done with frosts, so it is time to plan for spring planting,
pruning, and so forth. The signs are all around—a little green fuzz hinting of blossoms on some trees,
full-on white blossoms on pear trees and others. Spring is a great time because we see the growth
around us.
It is time to consider that there is to be growth WITHIN us as well. How’s it growing with you?
No matter our age, if God has kept us on this side of Glory then there is growing to do. How do I know?
God’s wonderful Word is our guide.
•

2 Corinthians 3:18 says that “we are being transformed into [Christ's] image.

•

Romans 8:29 (NIV) tells us that God predestined us “to be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters”

•

In John 15 Jesus tells us that we bring glory to God by bearing fruit as a sign of our
growth.

Sometimes I think we get the mindset that since we are done with schooling or done with our time in
the workforce that we no longer have to learn or grow, but God sees things differently. He longs for us
to grow to be more like Jesus in our words, thoughts and actions. When it comes to getting gardening
tips, I listen to Randy the radio gardener or others I trust. May I offer a tip or two to us to help us grow
as Christians?
Why not try the “add to” strategy? Like the 10-2-10 fertilizers that give needed nutrients to our plants,
the “add to” strategy encourages us to start right where we are and “add to” what we are doing. By the
way, the credit for the “add to” belongs to God, who inspired Peter to write
make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7
and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. (2 Peter 1:5-7 NIV)
To our faith in our Savior Jesus, we add actions of goodness to others around us. To the goodness we
do to our family members we “add to” the people we are sharing with by showing goodness to
neighbors, co-workers, or friends. You can see how this can keep us going and growing for an entire
lifetime.
Outside my office window I recently planted a bougainvillea climbing vine. I am planning to let its
growth remind me that I am called to the same! You, too, I hope!
Pastor Jerry
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Sunday Morning Bible Classes (10:30 am)
“The Book of Romans”
Led by Doug Pennekamp, meets in the Life Center
“Peter, from Fisherman to Fisher of Men”
Women Only – meets in the Library
“The Book of Romans”
Led by Pastor Jerry, meets in the Sanctuary

February 24th

March 3rd

The Bible readings are:

The Bible readings are:

Genesis 45:3-15
1 Cor. 15:21-26, 30-42
Luke 6:27-38

Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Hebrews 3:1-6
Luke 9:28-36

Tuesday Morning Bible Class
Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the
library to study God’s Word. Pastor Hilsabeck’s series
has concluded; Pastor Jerry has begun teaching the
class. The new topic is titled, “How to Pray with
Scripture”
Prayerfully consider making the choice
to participate. Everyone is welcome.

God Bless & Keep Our
Members & Friends in the Military
Freddy Mendoza (Bill & Marcia Reed’s grandson),
Joshua Goldsmith (Melissa Aasgaard’s brother),
Caleb Becker and Adam and Ethan Heckmann,
(Joyce Heckmann’s nephews), Valarie Sparks (Don
Look’s niece), Christopher Kieschnik, Courtney
Sharp, Doug Yates (Cheryl Yates’ nephew), Andrew
Fair (Dolores Karkoska’s nephew), Kiera Vernon,
Adam Fingleman, Crystal Briones, Curtis McDonald,
Erica Lewandowski (granddaughter of Ken & Pat
Herbrich), Christopher Ambrose, Tala Raus
(granddaughter of Charlene Raus), and Chris and
Mike Handy, and Tyler Copeland (Megan & Simon
Martin’s cousins and family friend).

Autumn Group
The Autumn Group will meet for games and a meal
on Tuesday, March 12th. The menu is casseroles,
salads, vegetables, bread or rolls and desserts. We
start at 10:00 am so come early to visit, play games
and then join everyone for the meal at noon. If you
need to know what you signed up to bring, call Pat
Herbrich at 713-466-5071.

WINDELL REED
May 15, 1950 – January 30, 2019
Windell Reed, 68, of Houston, TX, passed away
January 30, 2019. He was born in Poplar Bluff, MO
on May 15, 1950. He received his certificate from
Three Rivers Community College. Windell married
Dorothy Louise on September 15, 1979.
Windell worked as a Civil Engineer Tech for
Louis Fontenot and Turner Collie Braden Civil
Engineer, Inc. He was a member of Gethsemane
Lutheran Church and had a passion for gardening
and outside activities.
He is survived by his wife, Dorothy; his father,
Ferdie Reed Sr.; step-sons, David Swanson,
Charles (Carlota) Gerard; step-daughter, Diann
(Harry) Caldwell; grandchildren, Corey and Tyler
Caldwell, Gloria, Gabby, and Charlie Gerard;
siblings, Ferdie Reed Jr., Linda J. Thomas, Sharon
K. Greenleaf, Kathryn A. Reed, Paul (Melanie)
Reed, and Marry Ann Reed; brother-in-law Henry
Colbert; his friends James (Billie) Grays.
He is preceded in death by his mother, Lillie
Reed; siblings, Brenda Colbert, David Reed, Patricia
Reed, and Karen Reed.
Funeral service is scheduled for Wednesday,
February 6, 2019 at 1:00 pm at Pat H. Foley &
Company, with Pastor Jerry McNamara officiating.
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to
Gethsemane Lutheran Church at 4040 Watonga
Blvd. Houston, TX 77092.
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25th Anniversary Celebration in honor of
Doug Pennekamp

The following people are experiencing problems with
their health – Tanoa Parker, Lois Dobson, Tim Barnett,
Fred Gallard, Jerry Vicento, Francisco Briones,
MaryAnne Lee, Doris & Fritz Warncke, Sue Binford,
Ella Vernon, Joe Green, Barbara Marburger,
AnnaBella Heckmann, Stacy Mooney, Carmen
Bartarse, Evelyn Gersch, Mark Chase, Mark Byerley,
and Caleb Zirpel.
Please pray for the following seven families of our
congregation:
Week of February 24th
Adriana Pennekamp
Doug & Vicky Pennekamp
Marissa Pennekamp
Nila Petersen
Tia Podolsky and Samantha
Joyce Pohl
Anthony & Rachel Puccio

Doug Pennekamp has served as Gethsemane’s
choir and music director for 25 years. During this
time he has served as our organist, choir
accompanist, adult choir and bell choir director, and
director of the children’s choirs.
A catered barbeque lunch will be held in honor of
Doug and in celebration of his 25 years of service to
our Lord at Gethsemane.
The church council
cordially invites you to join us for worship at 9:00 am
on Sunday morning and stay for the lunch at noon.
For planning purposes, please notify Janet (church
secretary) or Cathy by February 28th that you will be
attending and the number of people in your party.
The contact information is listed below:
Janet: 713-688-5227 or glchouston@sbcglobal.net
Cathy: 281-827-9494 or cschre3616@cs.com

“Thank You” from the family of
Gertrude Fritsche
Dear Gethsem ane Volunteers,

And the next seven families of our congregation for
whom we ask your prayers the following week are:
Week of March 3rd
Theresia Raif
Sherrill Rambo
Bob & Donna Ratcliffe
Claudine Rivera
Esther Roth
Mark & Amy Ryan
Martha Sanner

I want to express m y fam ily’s heartfelt
gratitude
hand

for

before

the
and

trem endous
after

helping

M om ’s

funeral

service.
What a peace of mind knowing that all
details

of

providing

food

and

refreshments to family and friends were
being handled by such a kind, organized,
and loving group of Christian ladies and

UPCOMING SERVICES
Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00 pm

~~~~~~
Midweek Lenten Worship
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
March 13 – April 10

gentlemen!
Your fine assistance during this difficult
tim e allowed our fam ily to spend m ore
tim e

celebrating

m om ’s

thoughtful reflection.
W ith love and gratitude,
M el Fritsche
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life

in

Thank you so much to all of you who joined us for
our Family Night and Auction. It was a success! We
raised just over $2,000 to go toward the updating of
our pre-school building. Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you!!!!!
Enrollment opened on February 11th, and we
already have almost filled a few of our classes. Our
current families have until Feb 28th to enroll before
we will open enrollment to the waiting list families.
Next month we will have our Dr. Seuss’ birthday
celebration and spring break. We always enjoy
seeing one of our teachers dress like the Cat in the
Hat. Some classes will make green eggs and ham,
and everyone will enjoy Dr. Seuss books.
I hope and pray you are all doing well. Please
continue to pray for our school, teachers, and
families. We love what we do, and we are excited
about the summer program and next school year!
In His Service
Kim Perry - Director

The Women of the Church Spring Luncheon
is set for Saturday, April 27 at 10:00 am and
(along with delicious food) features author and
speaker, Christina Hergenrader. Mrs. Hergenrader
grew up on Galveston Island and attended
Concordia University Nebraska earning a degree in
education. At the end of her first year of teaching,
she was named “Teacher of the Year” by Houston’s
Lutheran School Association. Later she earned her
master's in creative writing and is the author
of several books, Bible studies and articles that have
been published by CPH.
Christina is married to Mike Hergenrader and the
mother of four. She loves spending time with her
husband and children and, when she’s not writing or
speaking to women’s groups, she enjoys traveling,
photography, teaching, and spending time in
prayer.
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear
Christiana Hergenrader, and be sure to invite your
friends, neighbors and relatives!

Tuesday Morning Bible Class Update
Pastor Hilsabeck has turned the Tuesday Morning
Bible Study class that meets from 10 am to 11 am
over to Pastor Jerry. Pastor Hilsabeck will continue
to be a member of the class, help out, and
occasionally teach the class.

Autumn Group Trip
Theresia has a trip scheduled for
Saturday, March 9th with a
departure time of 8:30 am. The
trip is to Anderson, Texas to tour
the Fanthorpe Inn ($4.00) and, if
you wish, take a stagecoach ride to the courthouse
and back ($6.00). The courthouse is beautiful, and
Theresia is working on getting permission to tour it.
Lunch will be at Mallet Brothers BBQ on Highway 6
Navasota. Call Theresia and let her know you plan
to attend.

Thank you to everyone who brought pull tabs to
church for the Ronald McDonald House in Houston.
This month Sharon took the tabs collected over the
past year to the charity.
The staff was so
appreciative!
For more than 30 years, Ronald McDonald
House Houston has been helping families with
seriously ill children stay close together while their
children receive treatment. By providing a “home
away from home”, Ronald McDonald House
Houston meets families’ vital need for a place to
stay while their children are being treated and also
provides opportunities to connect with other families
facing similar crises.
Please continue to collect pull tabs and bring
them to church. The collection container is in the
gathering area.
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Church Secretary Position Available At
Gethsemane
Gethsemane is now accepting applications for
Church Secretary after Janet Goodman's decision to
retire following her many years of faithful service.
The position calls for strong computer skills
(familiarity with MS Office programs and others),
excellent communication and people skills
(coordinating with volunteers, etc.), and the proven
ability to be a self-directed worker.
The position is fulltime with salary appropriate to the
position and the hiree's experience. A job description
is available in the Church Narthex or via email upon
request.
(send email to: hiring@youmattertoGod.com).
Interviews will be offered to qualified candidates.
For more information, use the email above or call
713 688-5227.

Tie-quilts for Lutheran World Relief
Wednesday, March 6
Wednesday, March 20
9:30 am in the GLC
Everyone is welcome!
Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday, March 10th
Turn clocks forward one hour

Sheets are always needed to make the backs of the
quilts. If you have gently used sheets that are free
of stains and rips, please donate them to the
quilters. Thank you!

Thrivent’s Charitable Outreach Dollars

Please sign-up in the gathering area to bring three
dozen cookies for everyone to enjoy with their coffee
& juice between the worship service and Sunday
school. Your help with this project will be greatly
appreciated!

Since 2010 over $414 million has been distributed to
thousand of churches, schools, and other nonprofits
through Thrivent’s charitable outreach program. In
2018 Gethsemane received $2,379 in charitable
funding through Thrivent. Thanks to everyone who
directed their Thrivent charitable dollars to
Gethsemane!
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