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+ PRELUDE + 
+ WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

418 O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

    You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
    And free us from our past. 

 

2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 
    Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
    In God’s eternal Word. 

 

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 
    And fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
    Since we have known God’s love. 

 

4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 
    And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
    We join in heaven’s praise. 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
 



+ INVOCATION + 
 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 



innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

KYRIE LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the 
wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 
Guide the people of Your Church that following our 
Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world 



toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 32:1–24 
 1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together 
to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go 
before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out 
of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of 
him.” 2So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that 
are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, 
and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took off the rings of 
gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4And 
he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a 
graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. 
And Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be 
a feast to the LORD.” 6And they rose up early the next day 
and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And 
the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. 
 7And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have 



corrupted themselves. 8They have turned aside quickly out 
of the way that I commanded them. They have made for 
themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9And the LORD said 
to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-
necked people. 10Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath 
may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in 
order that I may make a great nation of you.” 
 11But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O 
LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, 
whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians 
say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the 
mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? 
Turn from your burning anger and relent from this disaster 
against your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, 
and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of 
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to 
your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14And the 
LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of 
bringing on his people. 
 15Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain 
with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that 



were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they 
were written. 16The tablets were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 
17When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they 
shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the 
camp.” 18But he said, “It is not the sound of shouting for 
victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of 
singing that I hear.” 19And as soon as he came near the 
camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger 
burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and 
broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20He took the calf 
that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to 
powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of 
Israel drink it. 
 21And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to 
you that you have brought such a great sin upon them?” 
22And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You 
know the people, that they are set on evil. 23For they said to 
me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this 
Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of him.’ 24So I said to 
them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to 
me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 10:8–13 
 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your 
mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one 
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 
and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of 
all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth 

chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2for forty days, being 
tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. 
And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said 



to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become bread.” 4And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 5And the devil took him 
up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time, 6and said to him, “To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and 
I give it to whom I will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all 
be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle 
of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
 to guard you,’ 

11and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’” 13And when the devil had ended 
every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune 
time. 
  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

+ HYMN OF RESPONSE + 
 

436 GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE 
1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

    All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 
    Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; 
Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
    View the Lord of life arraigned; 
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
    Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 
Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

 

3 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; 
    There, adoring at His feet, 
Mark that miracle of time, 
    God’s own sacrifice complete. 
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; 
Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 



4 Early hasten to the tomb 
    Where they laid His breathless clay; 
All is solitude and gloom. 
    Who has taken Him away? 
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. 
Savior, teach us so to rise. 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Text: Public domain 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 



          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. 



The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

+ CLOSING HYMN + 
 

655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
 

+ POSTLUDE + 
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