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October 4, 2026 

19th Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 
The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  

GROW UP in His Word, 
GROW OUT in his Ministry,  

GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 
 

Pastor James Jennings 
Preschool Director: Kim Perry 

Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 
Organist: Cloud Wang 

Elder on Duty: Mike Byerley 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

712 SEEK YE FIRST 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Karen Lafferty, 1948 
Text and tune: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1470932 

+ INVOCATION + 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the 

hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us when we 
reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 5:1–7 
1Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his 
vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 

vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out 
a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it 
yielded wild grapes. 
3And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 
4What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it 
yield wild grapes? 
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will 
remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down 
its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and 
briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting; and he 
looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, 
but behold, an outcry! 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 3:4b–14 
 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, 
I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the 
law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But whatever gain I 



had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means 
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 12Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, 
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

 

 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33–46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 33[Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a 
house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug 
a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and 
went into another country. 34When the season for fruit drew near, 
he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And the 
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 36Again he sent other servants, more than the 
first. And they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let 
us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39And they took him and 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40When therefore 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will 
give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 



43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away 
from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44And the one 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls 
on anyone, it will crush him.” 
 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46And although 
they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, 
because they held him to be a prophet. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was 
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross 
and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling 
Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You as we sing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 



accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

+ COMMUNION HYMNS + 

527 O SAVIOR, PRECIOUS SAVIOR 

 

 



 

 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 Tune: Arthur H. Mann, 1850–1929 Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

971 THERE IS A REDEEMER 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Melody Green, 1946, alt. 
Text and tune: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 

have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



+ CLOSING HYMN + 

744 AMAZING GRACE sts. 1–3, 5 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati  Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ POSTLUDE + 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” – 
Led by Maria Keeling – Meets in the Library 

 

“Luther’s Small Catechism” – Led by Pastor 
James Jennings – Meets in the Life Center 
 

Flowers for October 4th: 
 

By Susan Wasson in honor of 
granddaughter Alyssa on her 24th 
birthday October 6th. 
 
By Women of the Church in honor of 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League. 
 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net   www.gethseamnelutheran.org 
YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 

Dinner Price: (Cash only) 
Adults - $5 

Children (ages 5 to 11) - $2 
Under 5 eat FREE! 

Family Night Dinner 
Join us for dinner on 
Wednesdays, from 

now through 
November 18th at 
5:30pm in the Life 
Center for a home-

cooked meal. October 12th from 10 to 1 pm. 
For those of retirement age for 
fellowship and games, followed 
by devotion and potluck meal at 
noon. RSVP to Maria Keeling. 


