
Welcome to 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
June 21, 2026 
Pentecost 4 

 
 

The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:  
GROW UP in His Word, 

GROW OUT in his Ministry,  
GROW TOGETHER in His Love. 

 
Pastor James Jennings 

Preschool Director: Kim Perry 
Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney 

Organist: Cloud Wang 
Elder on Duty: Wayne Blackmon 

 

+ PRELUDE + 

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS + 

+ OPENING HYMN + 

905 COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: English, before 1760, alt. Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ INVOCATION + 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer 
and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 



P Let us pray. O God, because Your abiding presence always 
goes with us, keep us aware of Your daily mercies that we 
may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 20:7–13 
7O LORD, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you 
are stronger than I, and you have prevailed. I have become 
a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. 
8For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and 
destruction!” For the word of the LORD has become for me a 
reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his 
name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up 
in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close 
friends, watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived; 
then we can overcome him and take our revenge on him.” 
11But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my 
persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. They 
will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their 
eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
12O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the 
heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, 

for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered 
the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:12–23 
 12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you 
obey their passions. 13Do not present your members to sin as 
instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and your 
members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For sin will 
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but 
under grace. 
 15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you 
present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or 
of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to 
God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become 
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you 
were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 
terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 



 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that time from 
the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 
sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 
 21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 
death, 22and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the 
one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they 
persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, 
you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the 
Son of Man comes. 
 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and 
the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household. 
 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not 
be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in 
the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim 
on the housetops. 28And do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
30But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32So 



everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever 
denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is 
in heaven.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh 
and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

 

 

 
 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden Text: Public domain         Tune: Public domain 
 

696 O GOD, MY FAITHFUL GOD 

 

 



 

 
 

5 Let me depart this life 
    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 
    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen Text and tune: Public domain 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

+ CLOSING HYMN + 

662 ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834–1924, alt. Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+ POSTLUDE + 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 
 

What’s Happening @ Gethsemane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m. 
Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m. 

worship service then join a Bible class! 
 

Women’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” – 
Led by Maria Keeling – Meets in the Library 

 

“Study the Book of Mark” – Led by Pastor 
James Jennings – Meets in the Life Center 
 

Flowers for June 21st: 
 

By Johnnie Kolkhorst in remembrance of 
her brother Johnie Schulte, Jr. 
 
By Renate Tannenberger in remembrance 
of her sister Wanda Hengst. 
 
 
 

Dinner Price: (Cash only) 
Adults - $5 

Children (ages 5 to 11) - $2 
Under 5 eat FREE! 

Family Night Dinner 
Join us for dinner on 
Wednesdays, from 

now through 
November 19th at 
5:30pm in the Life 
Center for a home-

cooked meal. 

Rev. James Jennings – Pastor 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool 

4040 Watonga Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77092 
ph: 713-688-5227  

email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net 
www.gethseamnelutheran.org 

YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 
Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston 

Card Games 
Join us on Sunday, April 

19th  in the Life Center for 
card games at 11:30am. 

 Cancelled Bible Study 
Tuesday, June 23 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:French_suits.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

