Welcome to

Gethsemane

L UTHEIRAN
Church & Preschool

September 27, 2026
18™" Sunday
After Pentecost

The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:

GROW UP in His Word,
GROW OUT 1n his Ministry,

GROW TOGETHER in His Love.

Pastor James Jennings
Preschool Director: Kim Perry
Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney
Organist: Karen Leicht
Elder on Duty: Wayne Blackmon

+ PRELUDE +

+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS +

+ OPENING HYMN +

912 CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE
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1 Christ is our cor - ner - stone, On Him a - lone we build;
2 Here may we gain from heav’'n The grace which we im - plore,
A 3 Oh, then, with hymns of  praise These hal - lowed courts shall ring;
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With His true saints a - lone The courts of heav’n are filled. On His
And may that grace, once giv'n, Be with us ev - er-more Un - til
Our voic-es we will raise The Three in One to sing And thus
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great love Our hopes we place Of pres-ent grace And joys a - bove.

that day When all the blest To end-less rest Are called a - way.

pro - claim In joy - ful song, Both loud and long, That glo-rious name.

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 180676, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89 Text and tune: Public domain

+ INVOCATION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

®P) In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

KYRIE LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship

and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,

in the glo ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray. Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the
place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by
Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be
led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1—4, 25-32

"The word of the LORD came to me: ?*What do you mean by
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set
on edge’? 3As | live, declares the Lord Gob, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. “Behold, all souls are mine;
the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the
soul who sins shall die. . . .

2*Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O
house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are
not just? ®When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the
injustice that he has done he shall die. 2’Again, when a wicked
person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and
does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 2Because he
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he
had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. ?°Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house
of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not
just?

30“Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his ways, declares the Lord Gob. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 3'Cast
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed,
and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will



you die, O house of Israel? 3?For | have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, declares the Lord Gob; so turn, and live.”
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18
'If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy,
2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same

love, being in full accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from
rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant
than yourselves. “Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others. . . .

“Do all things without grumbling or questioning, "®that you
may be blameless and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world, '®holding fast to
the word of life, so that in the day of Christ | may be proud that |
did not run in vain or labor in vain. ""Even if | am to be poured
out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, |
am glad and rejoice with you all. "®Likewise you also should be
glad and rejoice with me.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-27
P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first
chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

2\When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and
said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” ?*Jesus answered them, “| also will
ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then | also
will tell you by what authority | do these things. >°The baptism of
John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And
they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From
heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’
26But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they
all hold that John was a prophet.” 2’So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you
by what authority | do these things.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



MESSAGE

+ HYMN OF RESPONSE +

sts. 14,7

544 O LOVE, HOW DEEP
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10 love, how deep, how broad, how high,
2 He sent no an - gel to our race,
3 For us bap - tized, for us He bore
4 For us He prayed; for us He taught;
AT Al glo - ry to our Lord and God
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Be - yond all thought and fan - ta - sy,
Of high - er or of low - er place,
His ho - ly fast and hun - gered sore;
For us His dai - ly works He wrought,
For love SO deep, SO high, so broad;
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That God, the Son of God, should take
But wore the robe of hu - man frame,
For us temp - ta - tion sharp He knew;
By words and signs and ac - tions thus
The  Trin - i -ty whom  we a - dore
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Our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake!
And to this world Him - self He came.
For us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
Still  seek - ing not Him - self but us.
For - ev - ‘er and for - ev - er - more.

Text: attr. Thomas a Kempis, 1380-1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819-85, alt.
Text: Public domain

Tune: English, 15th cent.

APOSTLES’ CREED

OFFERING

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.

LSB 166

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.



+ CLOSING HYMN + ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book

662 ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy

0 | | 1 | Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
r@b—b—r—r—r—r—!—r'—g g e J e e ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
J 1 On - ward, Chris-tian sol - diers, March-ing as to war Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
2 Like a might -y ar - my Moves the Church of God;
3 Crowns and thrones may per - ish, King-doms rise and wane, ) .
4 On - ward, then, e faith - ful, Join our hap - throng,
N ) P - by throng What’s Happening @ Gethsemane
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D) . ' . Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m.
With the cross of Je - sus Go - ing on be - fore. Stav f £ d ki fter the 9 ~Creat . .
Broth - ers, we are tread - ing Where the saints have trod. ay Tor (':O ee fan coo ‘|e'sa e‘r €2am.  Patriar ngao 3. comel v
But the Church of Je - sus Con - stant will re - main. worship service then join a Bible class! v 0. 5. pentecost
Blend with ours your voic - es In the  tri - umph song:
i, _ — - | | Women'’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” —
= ht f f 2 T - — - 2 e ) | ; P ; ;
I—%BV—H - i— ™ I’- i— ] I’- I ! Led by Maria Keeling — Meets in the Library
Christ, the roy - al mas - ter, Leads a - gainst the foe; “Luther’s Small Catechism” — Led by Pastor
We are not di - vid - ed, All one bod -y we, : _ : ;
Gates of hell can nev - er ’Gainst that Church pre - vail; James Jennings — Meets in the Life Center Join us as we take a
Glo - ry, laud, and hon - or Un - to Christ, the king; “Bird’s Eye” view

| of all of the books of the Bible.
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that maybe we didn’t know or think of!

For - ward in - to bat - tle See His ban-ners go! .
One in hope and doc - trine, One in char - i - ty. By Renate Tannenberger in 4 ) "
We  have Christ’s own prom - ise, And that can - not fail. remembrance of her brother Tuesday mornings @ 10am
This through count - less a - ges Men and an - gels sing. in the Gethsemane Library
: Herbert Ehlert.
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With the cross of Je - sus Go - ing on be - fore.
L ) _ ] Rev. James Jennings — Pastor
Text: Sabine I.3ar|ng‘-GouId,.1834—1924, alt. Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842—-1900 Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool
Text and tune: Public domain 4040 Watonga Blvd.
Houston, TX 77092
+ POSTLUDE + ph: 713-688-5227
email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net www.gethseamnelutheran.org

YouTube: @gethsemanelutheran4096 Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston



