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This evening's Tenebare service is a service of "Light to Darkness". The 
service features the gradual extinguishing of candles—representing Jesus' 
suffering and the abandonment by His disciples—leaving the congregation 
in total darkness. When the service is complete, lights will be brought back 
up to be able to see to leave the sanctuary in silence. 
 

 

 
THE OPENING PRAYER  
 

All:  Lord Jesus Christ, as I meditate in this service on your 
death for me, may the love of God which shines forth 
from the cross impart a personal blessing, that I may 
both worship in spirit and truth, and be moved to 
sacrifice my whole life as an offering to you. Amen.  

 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 

570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 
 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

THE INVOCATION  (Gathering for worship in the name of God) 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son T and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

 



 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS         Psalm 51:1-5, 10-12, 17 
 

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing 
love;  

C according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. 

 

P Wash away all my iniquity  
C and cleanse me from my sin. 
 

P For I know my transgressions,  
C and my sin is always before me. 
 

P Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil 
in your sight,  

C so that you are proved right when you speak and 
justified when you judge. 

 

P Surely I was sinful at birth,  
C sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 

P Create in me a pure heart, O God,  
C and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 

P Do not cast me from your presence 
C or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
 

P Restore to me the joy of your salvation  
C and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 

P The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
C a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 

despise. 
 

 

 
“Behold the Lamb” 

TH 179 
 

Behold the Lamb behold the Lamb 
Slain from the foundation of the world 
For sinners crucified O holy sacrifice 

Behold the Lamb of God behold the Lamb 
 

Crown Him crown Him 
Worthy is the Lamb 

Praise Him praise Him 
Heav'n and earth resound 

 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF FORGIVENESS 
 
 

P Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you 
and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a servant of 
the Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

 



 
THE MESSAGE HYMN 
 
 

425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 

THE MESSAGE  
  Title: “The Final Stone” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ACCOUNT OF OUR LORD’S SUFFERING AND DEATH 
ACCORDING TO THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW  

 
 
 
 

 

 
THE FIRST READING    Matthew 26:30-46 
 

(The first candle is extinguished.) 
 

 
 
436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 

THE SECOND READING    Matthew 26:47-56 
 

(The second candle is extinguished.) 
  
 
 
 



 
449 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
Tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
 

THE THIRD READING             Matthew 26:57-75 
 

(The third candle is extinguished.)  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 

THE FOURTH READING     Matthew 27:1-5 
 

(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 
 
 
 

THE FIFTH READING         Matthew 27:6-23 
 

(The fifth candle is extinguished.)  
 

  



 
430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005119 
 
 
 
 

THE SIXTH READING                           Matthew 27:24-31 
 

(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 
   
 
 

THE SEVENTH READING             Matthew 27:32-44 
 

(The seventh candle is extinguished.) 
 
 
 
 

 
THE EIGHTH READING             Matthew 27:45-54 
   

(The Christ candle is removed.) 
  
THE NINTH READING                     Matthew 27:57-60 
 

(The tomb is sealed.) 
 

 
“Were You There?” 

Pastor James Jennings  
 
 

   

THE KYRIE   
 

P O Christ, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world: 
C Have mercy upon us. 
 

P O Christ, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world: 
C Have mercy upon us. 
 

P O Christ, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world: 
C Grant us your peace. Amen.  
 
 

All depart in silence. 
  

 (If you would like to remain for prayer and meditation,  
please feel free to do so.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Please join us on Sunday, April 5, 2026 for: 

7:45 a.m. Sunrise Service 
9:15 a.m. Easter Breakfast 

10:30 a.m.  Easter Celebration Service 
 

There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


