Welcome to

Gethsemane

L UTHEIRAN
Church & Preschool

July 12, 2026
7™ Sunday
After Pentecost

The vision of Gethsemane Lutheran Church is to:
GROW UP 1n His Word,
GROW OUT 1n his Ministry,
GROW TOGETHER 1n His Love.

Pastor James Jennings
Preschool Director: Kim Perry
Administrative Assistant: Schawna Briney
Organist: Cloud Wang
Elder on Duty: Ed Johnson

+ PRELUDE +
+ WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS +

+ OPENING HYMN +

9071 OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY
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10 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty; Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, 1 come be - fore Thee, Come Thou al - so
3 Here Thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in - crease and quick-en; Let me keep Thy
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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en - ter there, Where my soul in joy - ful du - ty
un - to me. Where we find Thee and a - dore Thee,
du - ly sown. Let my soul, where it is  plant - ed,
gift di - vine, How - so-ce’er temp - ta - tions thick - en;
done in - deed. May I un - dis - turbed draw near Thee
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Waits for Him who an - SWers prayer. Oh, how bless -ed
There a heav’n on earth must be. To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone, So that all I
May Thy Word still oer me shine As my guid-ing
While Thou dost Thy peo - ple feed. Here of life the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter Thou; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear may be Fruit - ful un - to life in  me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife.
foun - tain  flows; Here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-80

Text and tune: Public domain



+ INVOCATION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P) In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

®P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could
stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon

Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as
His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your

one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us

our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer

and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
KYRIE LSB 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.




Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them
that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10-13

1%“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
"so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
2“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you

shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 8:12-17

1230 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 3For if you live according to the flesh you
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. "For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons of God. "®For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” ®The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, "and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no

A o — L : root, they withered away. "Other seeds fell among thorns, and
i (‘3 1 = P e = e = — the thorns grew up and choked them. 80Other seeds fell on good
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu-ia al - le-lu - ia. soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. °He who has ears, let him hear. . . .
= o — - '®Hear then the parable of the sower: "*When anyone hears
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J < . the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that . . .
. comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This
'pgﬁi_a;'j'—d'—f =3 e 5 | is what was sown along the path. 2°As for what was sown on
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Je-sus is the Christ, the Son of God. rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, 2'yet he has no root in himself,
0 o L ; _ but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
| '39 ! =S eSS e i arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. ?As
Al -le-lu -ia,  al - le-lu-ia  al-le-lu-ia. for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9 18-23 word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches
) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 22As for what was sown
chapter ’ on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
Glory to You, O Lord understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
"That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside

the sea. ?And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got [P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the Praise to You, O Christ.
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A MESSAGE

sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along

the path, and the birds came and devoured them. *Other seeds

fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and

immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, ®but



921 ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN | believe in the Holy Spirit,
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow; the communion of saints,
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs; . .
3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here, the forglveness of sins,
o) . ‘ ‘ .
A S R . e . SR - the resurrection of the body,
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Dl . ¢ ' and the life everlasting. Amen.

The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what is ours. Our prais -
May meet to- geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol - OFFERING
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o e T PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!

es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give. LORD’S PRAYER
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!

o

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89 Text and tune: Public domain

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, give us this day our daily bread;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and forgive us our trespasses
born of the virgin Mary, as we forgive those
suffered under Pontius Pilate, who trespass against us;
was crucified, died and was buried. and lead us not into temptation,
He descended into hell. but deliver us from evil.

The third day He rose again from the dead. For Thine is the kingdom
He ascended into heaven and the power and the glory
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. forever and ever. Amen.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.



BENEDICTION Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
@ The Lord bless you and keep you. Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and - give you peace. What’s Happening @ Gethsemane
Amen.

B Beirjdd;sefye view of the Bible _ Sunday Morning Bible Classes @ 10:15 a.m.
5 ratnaras |o: ouidearioadoms | |3 Gomper- |5 New covenant Stay for coffee and cookies after the 9 a.m.
4. Moses 9. Exile 4. Exaltation 9. Second comin
+ CLOSING HYMN + 5. Victory 10. Hope 5. Pentecost 10, gtemity WOfShip service then join a Bible class!
= : Besroom Wtary " Fasrs aters Women'’s Bible Study: “Bless These Lips” —
[ Mariiin EERE
923 ALMIGHTY FATHER, BLESS THE WORD =TT 5%333;?335553 Led by Maria Keeling — Meets in the Library
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Hey—2 o | I — 1 —— 2 — “Study the Book of Mark” — Led by Pastor
oJ = i ! ! ! ' James Jennings — Meets in the Life Center

Al - might -y Fa - ther, bless the Word Which through Your
We  praise You for the means of grace As home - ward

5 Join us as we take a
3 Praise God, from whom all bless -ings flow; Praise Him, all
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“Bird’s Eye” view

A
A of all of the books of the Bible.
g | o — — | — ! | | Some of the basics we probably Family Night Dinner
':@P || =4 — D = [ & | already know and some facts . y Nig .
D) I I . that maybe we didn’t know or think of! Join us for dinner on
grace we now  have heard.  Oh, may the pre - cious Wednesdays, from FAMILY NIGHT
now our steps we trace.  Grant, Lord, that we who Tuesd . 10 ! th AT e
crea - tures here  be - low;  Praise Him a - bove, ye i;i;eageﬁ(;re?ﬁse%br:m now through July 29 ok g
A , , v at 5:30pm in the Life R r
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Hey— i — e e —— ——— =— Center for a home-  Dinner Price: (Cash only)
J - ' ] cooked meal. Adults - $5
seed tgke root, Spring up, and bear a - bun, - dant fruit! ) Children (ages 5 to 11) - $2
wor - shiped here May all at last in heav’n ap - pear Flowers for July 12th. Under 5 eat FREE!

heav’'n-ly host: Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.

Text (sts. 1-2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 By Cathy Schreiber and Adrian Smith with

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois ~ Text and tune: Public domain thanks for our church, our church family Rev. James Jennings — Pastor
and for all God'’s Blessings. Gethsemane Lutheran Church and Preschool
4040 Watonga Blvd.
+ POSTLUDE + g

Houston, TX 77092
ph: 713-688-5227

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS email: glchouston@sbcglobal.net

- . . . www.gethseamnelutheran.org
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book YouTube: @gethsemanelutherand096

Facebook: Gethsemane Lutheran, Houston



