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MICHAEL A.  ADKINSON,  JR. ,  SHERIFF
ONIp'

Office of the Sheriff, Walton County

November 4, 2014

Major Joseph D. Preston

Director of Law Enforcement Operations

Walton County Sheriff' s Office
752 Triple G Road

DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433

Re: Predetermination Conference

Buddy Burgess

Major Preston:

A Predetermination Conference was held for Deputy Buddy Burgess on November 3, 2014 at
4:00 p.m. in my office. During the course of the Predetermination Conference Deputy Burgess
spoke of several different paraphrases from the investigation. However, the paraphrases he
spoke of do not change the outcome of the investigation.

I concur with the investigation being sustained, in the fact that Deputy Burgess willingly admits
that an incident between him and Lisa Waddell did occur inside SanDestin Properties on

September 30, 2014.

Also, upon review of Deputy Burgess' s personnel file, he has received satisfactory ratings on all
of his performance reviews. It should be noted that during this calendar year, he has had two (2)
incidents of a similar nature that is being dealt with at this time. These incidents are also being
considered in my recommendation as to the discipline for Deputy Burgess.

The Notice of Proposed Discipline to Deputy Burgess recommended a sixty ( 60) hour
suspension. I recommend that the sixty( 60) hour suspension be reduced to a thirty- six( 36) hour
suspension. Also, in lieu of Deputy Burgess being transferred to the Jail Operations Bureau, I
would recommend that an in car camera, as well as a body camera be placed with Deputy
Burgess. The use of both the in car and body cameras should be in accordance with agency

policy.



November 4, 2014

Page Two ( 2)

Re:  Predetermination Conference ( Burgess)

Due to the seriousness of the incidents that Deputy Burgess has been involved in, I recommend
that he be placed on at least a six ( 6) month Performance Improvement Plan in probationary
status.

If I can be of further assistance, please contact me.

Respectfully,

H. D. Alford

Director of Support Services

HDA: skb

j1104-
752 Triple G Road DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433 Telephone: 850. 892. 8186 Fax: 850. 892. 8422

133 Sheriff Drive Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32459 Telephone: 850. 267. 2000 Fax: 850. 267. 1350
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WALTON COUNTY SHERIFFS' OFFICE WCSO 10- 03

Michael A. Adkinson Jr., Sheri
06/ 2012

Sheriff

MEMORANDUM

DATE:     August 6, 2014

TO: Major Preston

FROM:    D/ S Buddy N. Burgess # 306

COPIES:   Human Resources

SUBJECT: Grievance in reference to being removed from Beach Patrol

I respectfully request this grievance to be reviewed by the Director of Law Enforcement Operations. This request is made due to Captain
Howell being named as part of the grievance and it would be a conflict of interest for him to be the reviewing authority on this issue.

RECEIVED

AUG 0 7 2014

HUMAN RESOURCES

W.C. S. O.



tiXf 8

MICHAEL A.  ADKINSON,  JR. ,  SHERIFF

Office of the Sheriff, Walton County

July 29th, 2014

Buddy Burgess
752 Triple G Road

DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433

Re: Grievance

Deputy Burgess:

I have reviewed the Step 1 Grievance you filed on July 28th 2014 in reference to you being transferred
from the Beach/ Marine Unit to Patrol.

The transfer from Beach/ Marine Unit to Patrol was not a disciplinary action; discipline is described as
Written Reprimand, Suspension, Demotion or Termination.  Therefore, you have not been disciplined in

any way.  Furthermore, WCSO General Order 2- 7 ( V),(A) requires the employee to present the grievance

in writing to the Agency Employee Relations Coordinator ( Human Resources) in memorandum form
within 10 business days following the event.  As indicated in your grievance, your transfer was ordered

June
11th, 

2014 ( date of the event) and your grievance was received on July
28th, 

2014.  Based on the

reasons stated above, I find no reason to overturn your transfer. Therefore, your grievance is denied.

In accordance with General Order 2- 7, Agency Grievance Process, you have five ( 5) business days to

notify Major Joe Preston, Director of Law Enforcement Operations in writing, if you are dissatisfied with
this response.

Respectfully,

Michael R. Howell, Captain

South Walton Bureau

cc:  Personnel File

732 Triple G Road DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433 Telephone: 830. 892. 8186 Fax: 830. 892. 8422

133 Sheriff Drive Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32439 Telephone: 830. 267. 2000 Fax: 830. 267. 1330

www. waltonso. org
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Kelly Schultz

From:     Kelly Schultz
Sent:     Tuesday, July 29, 2014 10: 57 AM
To: Mike Howell

Cc: Sharon Byrd ( sbyrd @waltonso. org); Joe Preston
Subject:  Grievance: Burgess

Attachments:  Grievance. Burgess. pdf

Importance:    High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Due By:  Monday, August 04, 2014 12: 00 PM

Flag Status:     Flagged

Captain Howell,

Attached is a grievance from Deputy Burgess. A reply is due to Deputy Burgess in 5 business days from yesterday, which

is close of business on Monday, August 4, 2014. 1 have included a reminder in this email for noon on the due date to

help ensure we comply with the GO.
Thanks,

Kelly

Kelly D. Schultz

Walton County Sheriff' s Office
752 Triple G Road

DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433

Office: 850- 892- 8186

Direct: 850- 951- 4746

Cell: 850- 401- 4178

Fax: 1- 888- 228- 3640

x

1



WCSO 10- 03

2.      WALTON COUNTY SHERIF' FS' OFFIICE
06/ 2012

Michael A. Adkinson, Jr., Sheriff

MEMORANDUM

DATE:     July 28, 2014

TO: Human Resources

FROM:    D/ S, Buddy N. Burgess # 306

COPIES:

SUBJECT: Grievance in reference to being removed from Beach Patrol

I am currently a member of the WCS01 Dive Unit and have been for about a year, I am proud to hold this position as, 1, have been

train,i ng in the field of underwater investigations and, I am excited to put this training to use. When an opening on Beach Patrol was first
announced at the beginning of 2013 1 applied. Not too long after I notified HR of my interest in filling the position in 2013, Captain Howell

made the statement to a mutual acquaintance that in fact, there were two positions open in Beach Patrol but I would' not like it because it
was a lot of work. I did not allow this comment to deter me from,attempting to be assigned to Beach Patrol. Sometime after the opening

had closed I had been told by several people that I was the only one that put in for the position,that met the requirements. This being
saidI, I was never o fficially told that I would be assigned to the po s,ition. After quite some time,had passed Deputy Biernacki was assigned
to Beach Patrol although he did not apply for the position and at no time expressed any interest in filling the position.

Later in 2013 another announcement was sent out in reference to another position in Beach Patrol being open. I once again applied

for this position along with several other deputies. In January of 201114 Deputy Sheriff Fernandez,and I were informed we were chosen to
transfer to the open beach patro ll positions, Deputy Sheriff Ferniaindez was immediately transferred to Special Operations and started
riding along with seasoned beach patrol units. He was afforded the chance; to, train with current beach patrol units on what is expected of

them and how they are expected to handle situations on the beach. On March 7, 2014 1 was instructed to go up to the main office to pick

up a beach truck to start beach patrol on Monday March 10, 2014. On that day, during the busiest time of the year for beach units, I
started with no opportunity to ride with other units or any chance to get trained on what i s expected of beach units. Although I was

notified of my impending appointment to Beach Patrol in January my uniforms and the required equipment for thIis position was not
ordered until sometime, in May. After two months on beach, patrol I finally received uniforms and most of my equipment. This was only

due to Corporal Curtis' and my own persistence and mul tip,l e requests.
On June 11

f
2014 I' was instructed to meet with Lieutenant Gray and Corporal McIntosh at the south substation. During this meeting I

was t o,ld," You are not in any trouble and th is is, not a pun, ishmen, t, but you belong on patrol and not beach patrol." Throughout our

conversation I was told, mult, iple times that this wa, s not a punishment and I was not in any trouble. I was, never given any actual reason

for this removal. On June 12, 20114 1 spoke with Lieutenant Gray again in order to possibly get some clarification on why I was removed.
He instructed me to speak to Captain Howel l and gave me authorization to do so.

In an attempt to resolve this grievance using: my chain of command I have emailed Captain Howell four times, as of the date of this
memo, July 28, 2014, to request a meeting. My last email was sent on July 14, 20,14 and I still have yet to receive a response from Captain

Howell. I have attached my correspondences with Captain Howell to this emai l.

To ensure proficiency in a new position it is standard procedure for a deputy, or any personnel for that matter, to start training

immediately after their appointment. 11 would like to believe that I can handle any position I am assigned but, for whatever reason, I was

not given th is opportunity. After being chosen to fill the empty beach patrol position it was over thiree months before I was, moved to,
special operations and properly assigned at the beginning of spring break. This was not the case for Deputy Sheriffs Fernandez and
Hooks who immediately began trainiing with beach units after appoi ntment. My last day as a beach u nit was June 11 1 2014. My

replacement, Deputy Sheriff Hooks, started the followi ng Monday, June 16, 2014. On that date he started riding with another beach unit

in order to be trained for position the he was appointed. Throughout my time on beach patrol I feel for some reason I was discriminated
against and was not provided proper equipment or training. I was hastily removed from, beach patrol with no reason and received no
response from my chain of command when I attempted to ascertain where my shortcom, ingis were or a reason for my removal.
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0From Buddy 13,urgess

12 AMSent.     Monday, June 16, 2014 10:

To.,       Mike Howell

Cc:       Robert Gray
S 1P

ubjectf Meeting

it

I respectfully request a few moments of your time to si t downE anatialkwhen you are available.

Thank you,

N

D/ S Buddy N. Burgess# 306,

WICSO Patrol B Squad

If you' re being chased by a police dog, try not to go through a tunnel,
then on to a little seesaw, then jump through a, hoop offire. They train for that."

I



Buddix Buraess

From,    Mike Howell

Sent:     Monday, June 16, 2014 10:35 PM

Tom Buddy Burgess

Robert Giray
Subje,ct,,. Re:' Meeting

I' will be back in the office Tuesday'. However, I have a meeting at 1800 hrs. in Ft. Walton Beach Tuesday evening., I can

meet any other evening.

Thanks,, Mike H.

Sent from my Whone

On Jun ,16,, 2014,,at 10: 12 AM, " Buddy Burgess,"'< bburgess lt,onis,o, o  > wrote:

I respectfully request a!,few moments of your time to,sit down and talk when you are available.

Thank you,

D/ S Buddy N. Burgess# 306

WCSO Patrol B Squad

If you' re being chased by a, police dog, try n go through a, tunnel,

then on to a little. seesaw, then jump through a hoop offire, They train for that."'



Buddy, Burgess,

From.    Buddy Burgess
Sent:     Tuesday, June 17, 2014 2: 34 PM

To:       Mike Howell

Subjectif, Re: Meeting

1, understand. Wiednesdany or Thursday I ca,n corns downany tube aftler 3 and Friday any time Is good, for me.

Sent, from my Verizon Wireless, 4G LTE Smartphone

Reply message-
From: " Mike Howell" < mhowelI@waItonso. Prg>

To: " Buddy Burgess"'< bbumg,, @.walton so. o  >
Cc. " Robert Gray" < rgray walton s o. org>

Subject: Meeting

Date: Mon, Jun 16, 2014,    10-934, W

1, will be back in, the office Tuesday. However', I have a meeting at 1800 h,rs. In Ft. Walton Beach,Tuesday evening. I can

meet any other evening.

Thanks, Mike, H.

Sent from my IPhone

On Jun 16, 2014,,      at 104 12,AM, 
ti

Buddy Burgess"' <bbuLgess@waltonso.  rg> wrotle:

I respectfully request a few s ofyour time to sit down and talk when you are available.

Thank you,

IrnageO01. jpg>

DIS, Buddy N. Burgess# 306

WCSC Patrol B Squad

if you' re being chased by a police dog, try not to go through a tunnel,
then on to a little, seesaw, then jump through a hoop, of fire. They train for t,hiat."
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From.    Buddy Burgess
Sent:    Wednesday, June 25, 2014 5: 39 PM

To, Mike Howell

Subject. Meeting

I know last week way extremely hec, ' c with everything going on but Iwanted to touch base with you; again about sitting
down and. talking to you. I am available pretty much, anytime. Just let me know when and I will be there.,.

Thank you',

1`1171 N

Buddy N., Burgess,#306

CO Patrol B Squad

I ou' r ing chased by a, police dog, try not to go through nnel,

then on to a little seesaw, then jump through a ho,op fire. They train for ha .



Bud , y Burges,

From Buddy Burgess
Sent:     Monday, July 14, 2014 1032 AM

To:       Mike Howell

Subject. Meeting

I would s 11 like to, have a meeting with you at your earfillest, conveinience.

Thank you,

Buddy Burgess

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G L Smiairtphone



Buddy Burgess

From,,    Mike Howell
0Sent;     Wednesday, June 25, 20,1 4 5.-56 PM

TOO Buddy Burgess
S,ubject: Re: Meeting

In, sorry. 1, got bit by a br n recluse spilder and was off last week. Trying to catch back up.

Sent from my tPhorie

On Jun 2,51,, 2014, at 539 PIVI, "" Buddy Burgess" < bburgess@waItonso. o[ g> wrote,.

I know last week was extremely hectic with everything going on but I wanted to touch, base, with you
again out si ing down and talking, to,you. I am available pretty, much anytime. Just let me know when

and I will be there.

Thank, you,

image001.    >

Buddy N, Burgess

WCSO Patrol B Squad

If you' re being chased by a police dog, try,not t hrough a tunnel,

then on to a little seesaw, then jump throlugh a hoop offire. They train for that."

if



Buddy Burgess
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image001.    >

Buddy N, Burgess

WCSO Patrol B Squad

If you' re being chased by a police dog, try,not t hrough a tunnel,

then on to a little seesaw, then jump throlugh a hoop offire. They train for that."

if



Bud , y Burges,

From Buddy Burgess
Sent:     Monday, July 14, 2014 1032 AM

To:       Mike Howell

Subject. Meeting

I would s 11 like to, have a meeting with you at your earfillest, conveinience.

Thank you,

Buddy Burgess

Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G L Smiairtphone



Kelly Schultz

From:     Kelly Schultz
Sent:     Tuesday, July 29, 2014 10: 57 AM
To: Mike Howell

Cc: Sharon Byrd ( sbyrd @waltonso. org); Joe Preston
Subject:  Grievance: Burgess

Attachments:  Grievance. Burgess. pdf

Importance:    High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Due By:  Monday, August 04, 2014 12: 00 PM

Flag Status:     Flagged

Captain Howell,

Attached is a grievance from Deputy Burgess. A reply is due to Deputy Burgess in 5 business days from yesterday, which

is close of business on Monday, August 4, 2014. 1 have included a reminder in this email for noon on the due date to

help ensure we comply with the GO.
Thanks,

Kelly

Kelly D. Schultz

Walton County Sheriff' s Office
752 Triple G Road

DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433

Office: 850- 892- 8186

Direct: 850- 951- 4746

Cell: 850- 401- 4178

Fax: 1- 888- 228- 3640

1



INTRANET\so-schkelly
See medical file for release letter from Pattison Professional Counseling Center.
























