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I, Irene Cline, declare as follows: 

1. I make this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Approval of 

Class Action Settlement.  The facts set forth in this declaration I know to be true of my own 

personal knowledge, except where facts are stated to be based on information and belief, and 

those facts I believe to be true. If called as a witness I could and would testify competently to 

the matters set forth in this declaration.

2. I worked as an hourly, non-exempt tutor at SSPBI from June 2008 to August 2017.

3. Upon my hire, I received a copy of the SSPBI employee handbook stating that tutors are 

only paid for time spent in sessions with clients.  At that time, I was also informed that I may 

submit a mileage reimbursement form by the end of each pay period to receive reimbursement 

for miles spent driving to, from, and between clients’ homes for sessions. A true and correct 

copy of annotated excerpts from the SSPBI handbook are attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

4. Despite spending many hours in any given work week driving in my car for work, I was 

not compensated for any time spent driving to, from, or between clients’ homes for sessions.

5. Prior to 2017, I was only reimbursed for mileage when I voluntarily submitted a form to 

SSPBI.  If the form was submitted after the end of a pay period, it was considered late and I was 

not reimbursed for any of the miles I drove during that period.  If the form was not submitted at 

all, I would not be paid for mileage. I estimate that I did not submit a mileage reimbursement 

form between 20-30 times while working at SSPBI.

6. I was often not permitted to take meal or rest breaks, regardless of the number of hours I 

worked in a day.  There were many weeks where I was scheduled for back-to-back sessions 

every workday.  This meant I only had time to rush to my car and immediately drive to the next 

session, with no time for a break or meal in between.  At times I was scheduled for back-to-back 

sessions so closely that I could not make it to from one session to another on time, even 

hurrying from one session to the next.  I would tell my supervisor that I cannot get to a clients’ 

house in that amount of time, and my schedule would be adjusted to allow sufficient driving 

time.

7. I was never informed that I was entitled to take a meal break.  As a result of working 

back-to-back sessions, I frequently ate lunch in her car, even while driving to my next session, 

or did not eat lunch at all.  I recall taking a regular lunch only when a session was canceled at 

the last minute, giving me a longer time between sessions.

8. I rarely heard that I could take rest breaks during the day.  I recall that in approximately
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2009, SSPBI Clinical Director Noemi Gomez told me that I could not work more than five 

hours because then I would need to take a fifteen-minute break. 

9. SSPBI calculated my overtime hours on a weekly basis rather than on a daily basis.  As 

a result, I was not paid for all of the overtime hours I worked.  I estimate that I worked over 

eight hours in a day at least several times each month that I worked at SSPBI. 

10. As a result of these violations, SSPBI failed to provide me with accurate, itemized wage 

statements. 

11. I believe I am an adequate class member representative because I was subject to the 

same employment practices and policies as the Class Members from SSPBI. 

12. I am informed and believe that my claims against Defendants are typical of the Class 

Members’ claims being settled in this case. I have spoken with my attorneys regarding the 

fiduciary duties that I have as a class representative and believe that I can adequately fulfill 

those fiduciary duties to the Class Members.  

 

I declare under penalty of the laws of the state of California that the foregoing is true 

and correct and that this declaration was executed on this day ______________, in Hayward, 

California. 

 
      _________________________  
          Irene Cline 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 
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