FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Northwood, Iowa

641-324-2984
www.flcnorthwood.org

THAT ALL MAY KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST

4th Sunday after Epiphany

January 31st, 2021
9:00am

4th Sunday after Epiphany
January 31st, 2021

Prelude -Delores Knudson

Welcome — Announcements

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades
over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all
our ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin — our
own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward,
failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who
are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to
consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we
have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of -+ Christ
Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own
beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.



Opening Hymn “Rise, Shine You People!”
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Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Christ the Lord has en - tered

|
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of e - wil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel ¢ - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto-ry; God in him is cen - tered. He comes to
he  brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing.  All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us.  Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round-ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je-sus’ glo - 1y
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God's new cre - a - tion
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your
radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior.
Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Special Music

First Reading: Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Moses said, The LoRD your God will raise up for you a prophet like

me from among your own people; you shall heed such a

prophet. ®This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of

the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, | will
die.” 'Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have
said. 81 will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who
shall speak to them everything that | command. **Anyone who does
not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself
will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks in the name of
other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that | have
not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 111
Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, in the
assembly of the upright, in the congregation.

Great are your works, O LoORD, pondered by all who delight in them.

Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, and your righteousness
endures forever.

You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and
full of compassion.

You give food to those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant.

You have shown your people the power of your works in giving
them the lands of the nations.



The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your
precepts are sure.

They stand fast forever and ever, because they are done in truth
and equity.

You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant
forever; holy and awesome is your name.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice
this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us
possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds

up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the
necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no
idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but
one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or
on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—yet for us
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and
through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some
have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the
food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being
weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care
that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block
to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in
the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak,
be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by

your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are
destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and
wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against

Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat
meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath
came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at
his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the
Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and
come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying
with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they
kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee. The gospel of our Lord, Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Becky Sogge



Hymn of the Day

“Dearest Jesus at Your Word”

Dz ] I —— | believe in God, the Father almighty,
%‘Flﬁj 1 L g creator of heaven and earth.
1 Dcar- est jc - SUS, at your word we havc come a - I believe in JeSUS Ch rist, GOd,S Only SOII, Our LOl'd,
2 All our knowl-edge, sense, and sight lie in  deep - est who was conceived by the Holv Spirit
3 Ra - diance of God's glo - ry  bright, Light of Light from L y y opirit,
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost, praise to you and born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
D4 i i ! , — = p——1 was crucified, died, and was buried;
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g = - & 1 o he descended to the dead.
gain  to  hear you;  let our thoughts and hearts be  stirred On the third day he rose again;
dark - ness shroud - ed till your Spir - it breaks the  night, :
God pro - ceed - ing, Je - sus, send your bless - ed light; he ascended into heaven,
ad - 0o - ra - tion! Grantus what we need the most: he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I — — | . . | believe in the Holy Spirit,
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and in glow-ing faith be near you as the prom - is - the Commumon of s_alnts,
fill - ing us with light un - cloud - ed.  All  good thoughts and the forgiveness of sins,
help our hear-ing, speak - ing, heed - ing, that our prayers and .
all  your gos-pel’s con - so - la - tion while we here on the resur_rectlon of t_he bOdy’
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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all  good liv - ing come but by  your gra - cious giv - ing. Prayers of Intercession
songs may please you, as  with grate - ful hearts we praise you. Let us pray. Have mercy, O God
carth a - wait you, till in heav'n with praise we greet you. ) ! )

Apostles’ Creed

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Blessing Special Music: Nikkole Koenig
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Organist/Pianist: Delores Knudson
Holy Spirit the comforter keep you in peace. Amen. Altar Guild: SARAH Circle

Sound/Video: Mark Willand

Closing Hymn “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise; Riverside Bible Cam
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2 Man -1i-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme; &
3 Man -1i-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word; Campership
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-1i - fest;
man - 1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
Announcements
“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken
branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in thy birth at Beth - le - hem: hOId of it. Butone thmg I do: Forgettmg what is behind and .
man - i - fest in  pow’r di-vine, chang-ing wa-ter in - to wine straining toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goal to win
man - i - fest in  gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill: th ize f hich God h lled h d in Chri "
that we might be - come like thee  at thy great ¢ - piph - a - ny, € prize 1or wnic 0d has called me heavenward In rist Jesus.
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

flesh made man-i - fest.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
That all may know the love of God in Jesus Christ

Postlude - Delores Knudson
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