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THAT ALL MAY KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST
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3rd Sunday of Advent
December 13th, 2020

Prelude -Leila Gangstad
Welcome — Announcements

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is
sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as
God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by
sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have
not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up
and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of
Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sSins
are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and
free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in
God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle




Opening Hymn “Prepare the Royal Highway”
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth-1ly king-dom; it comes from heav’'n a - bove.
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Let ev-'ry hil and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - 1y
God’s prom-ise  will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so  a - bound - ing:
Refrain
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Ho-san-na to the  Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our
ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit,
we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Special Music “A Different Kind of Christmas”
-Laure Buehrer, Leila Gangstad, Lisa Hagen and Loraine Mix

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has

anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for
those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.

For I, the Lord love justice, | hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the
nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
| will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring
up before all the nations.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 126
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who
dream.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with
shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, ‘The Lord has
done great things for them.’

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come
home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the
Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold
fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do
this. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare
your way before you. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and
did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.” And they asked
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.” ‘Are you the
prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.” Then they said to him, ‘Who are you?
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”, as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor
the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

The gospel of our Lord, Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Becky Sogge



Hymn of the Day

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry”

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; make straight the | believe in the Holy Spirit,
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4 Stretchforth  your hand, our health re - store, and  make us the communion of saints
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that the  Lord is  nigh; a - wake and heark - en,
way for  God  with - in, and et us all our
and our  great re - ward; with - out your grace we
rise to  fall no more; oh, let your face up - Prayers of Intercession
has our  free - dom won, whom with the  Fa - ther -
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
n “ Il Il
AN | | | L |
4 P— ! ] — | . l
.37 S ———— — 1 —
S 1 ! ¢ o o 0
for ~ he brings glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre-pare  for Christ to come  and en ter there. Lord’s Prayer
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
now and forever. Amen.



Closing Hymn “Hark, the Glad Sound!”

9] . , ,
pan i —— - e — i | I i
e IR A R
I Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - dor comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - 'ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind,  the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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pare a  throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his  grace to®en - rich the hum -  ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
That all may know the love of God in Jesus Christ

Postlude - Leila Gangstad
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Special Music: Laure Buehrer, Leila Gangstad,
Lisa Hagen and Loraine Mix
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Mission Project for December

Heifer International

Advent at Home

Join Pastor Becky for 15 minutes each evening on
Facebook Live as we journey together through Advent.
Beginning Sunday, November 29" at 6:30pm.

Announcements

""Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,
bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace."

(Ephesians 4:2-3)

The FLC Council Meeting for both new and old council members will be
today at 10am.

Confirmation for 7th & 8t graders will be on Wednesday, December 16t
at 5:45pm via Zoom.

Year-end contribution deadline is December 30t.

The church offices will be open until noon on December 30t and closed
on December 31t and January 1.


https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html

