FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
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641-324-2984
www.flcnorthwood.org

THAT ALL MAY KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST

4th Sunday of Advent
December 20tk, 2020
9:00am

4th Sunday of Advent
December 20th, 2020

Prelude -Delores Knudson
Welcome — Announcements

GATHERING

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is
sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as
God desires.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God, we confess that we are held captive by
sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not
welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have
not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up
and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of
Christ. Amen.

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sSins
are forgiven, and you are free—free from all that holds you back and
free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in
God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle




Opening Hymn

“Hark, the Glad Sound”
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I Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ‘mers to re - lease, in Sa - tans
3 He comes the bro - ken heart to  bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev ry heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea sures
shall pro - claim, and heav'n’s e ter nal
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pare a throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the 1 - ron fet - ters  yield
of his grace to®en - rich the hum - ble  poor
arch - es ring  with  your be - lov - ed name.
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your
mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the
world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with

you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of our Lord, Praise to you O Christ.

Sunday School Christmas Program



Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Closing Hymn “Prepare the Royal Highway”
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| Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised King!

4 His is no earth-1ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev-'ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore  him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - ’ry mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - 1y

God’s prom-ise  will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:

Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink.

Prayer after Communion

Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we
rejoice. Inthisbread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless
mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected
Savior fill you with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, now
and forever. Amen.

So let yourpraise be sound-ing for kind-ness so  a - bound - ing:
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Ho - san-na to the  Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Dismissal

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
That all may know the love of God in Jesus Christ

Postlude -Delores Knudson
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Special Music: Russ Knudson
Organist/Pianist: Delores Knudson
Altar Guild: LYDIA Circle
Sound/Video: Mark Willand

Mission Project for December

Heifer International

Advent at Home

Join Pastor Becky for 15 minutes each evening on
Facebook Live as we journey together through
Advent.

Beginning Sunday, November 29" at 6:30pm.

Announcements

""Be completely humble and gentle; be patient,
bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace."

(Ephesians 4:2-3)

Year-end contribution deadline is December 30,

The church offices will be open until noon on December 30t and closed
on December 31t and January 1.


https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/41-10.html

