
FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Northwood, Iowa 

641-324-2984 

www.flcnorthwood.org 

THAT ALL MAY KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST 

 

Christmas Eve 

December 24th, 2020 

4:30pm 

Christmas Eve 

December 24th, 2020 

 

Prelude          -Loraine Mix 

Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live 

lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 

who are zealous for good deeds. 

Welcome – Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who was in the beginning, who 

makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy.  

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have sinned 

against you and our neighbors.  We have turned away from your 

invitation to new life.  We have turned away from the lowly and 

downtrodden.  In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of the 

one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 



Hear the good news of peace and salvation!  God forgives us all our 

sins, not through our own work, but through Jesus Christ, made known 

to all people.  With all who come to the manger, rejoice in this 

amazing gift of grace.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn               “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.  You have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For 

the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 

their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the 

boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 

be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 

the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness 

of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the 

light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness 

of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

Special Music           “Night of Silence” 

 



Gospel 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered.  This was the first registration and was 

taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own 

towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 

was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

   In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 “Glory to God in the highest heaven and on earth peace among 

those whom he favors!” 

  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The gospel of our Lord, Praise to you O Christ. 

Hymn      “Away in a Manger” 

 

 



Sermon     Pastor Becky Sogge 

Hymn of the Day     “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”  

 
 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.  Come 

meet Christ in this meal.  Amen 

Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us 

from your very self with the body and blood of Christ.  Through 

this mystery, send forth to proclaim your promise to a world in 

need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen. 

Blessing 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy 

through the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the 

magi by a star, bless you this day through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

Closing Hymn              “Joy to the World” 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

That all may know the love of God in Jesus Christ 

Postlude      -Loraine Mix 
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Announcements 
"Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 

bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace." 

(Ephesians 4:2-3) 

We will be taking Holy Communion from your home today so please 
have your bread and wine ready! 

Year-end contribution deadline is December 30th. 

The church offices will be open until noon on December 30th and closed 
on December 31st and January 1st. 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettias  

In Memory of Gary Bachtle,  
   given  by Molly Bachtle & Family 

In Memory of Chuck Lehman,  
   given by Avis Lehman 

In Memory of Ronald Severson,  
   given by Troy & Dawn Bachtle 

In Memory of Lowell Gangstad,  
   given by the Gangstad Family 

In Memory of Lonnie Harris,  
   given  by Myra Harris & Family 

In Memory of Merle & Steve Aase,  
   given  by the Aase Families 

In Memory of Peter Andrew Selvig,  
   given by Richard Selvig 

In Memory of Bill & Lynn Whatney,  
   given by Lucille Whatney & Family 

In Memory of Hellen Holstad,  
   given by First Lutheran Altar Guild 

In Memory of Family Members,  
   given by Russell & Delores Knudson 

In Memory of Our Family Members who have passed, 
given by Ray & Wanda Hoffman 

In Memory of Mary Chinnock,  
given by Brad, Shana, Piper and Callan Brunsvold 

 

Mission Project for December 

Heifer International 
 

  Special Music: Lauren Severson 

 Organist/Pianist:  Loraine Mix 

 Altar Guild:  LYDIA Circle 

 Sound/Video:  Mark Willand  
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