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The Man in the Middle

In Luke 23:32-43 we read of three crosses.
On either side were thieves suffering justly
for sins they had committed; but the cross
in the center bore the sinless Son of God
who was dying for the sins of all men (John
1:29; Matthew 20:28).

One thief died in sin but the other became
penitent and Christ said, “Today shalt thou
be with me in paradise.” This thief was
saved under the law of Moses, before the
New Testament (the last will and testament
of Christ) came into effect (Colossians 2:14;
Hebrews 9:15-17). Under the New Testa-
ment, salvation is “by grace through

faith” (Ephesians 2:8,9). Faith is manifested
by works of obedience, including baptism
(1 Peter 3:21).

While the world pays much attention to the
dying thief, saying, “Be saved like the
thief!”, our plea is that of Paul who wrote in
1 Corinthians 2:2, “For 1 determined not to
know anything among you save Jesus
Christand Him crucified.” Paul did not say,
“the thief and him crucified.” Reader, will
you obey the will of the man in the middle
who said, “He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth
notshall be damned” (Mark 16:16)?
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