You Can't Make A d Friends

by
Flora-King Smth

Inspired by MCRs "Kill Al Your Friends"



| NT. VARI OQUS- DAY
CLCSE ON DOM NI C S FACE

Note: Domnic (he/him) is a white male in his late 20" s-early
30's. He looks naturally tired and unkenpt.

THE BACKGROUND OF THE STORE MOVES BEHI ND HI M AS HE WALKS
THROUGH THE STORE. HE DCOESN T LOXK

HAPPY. W THI N THE SAME SHOT THE SCENE CHANGES TO DOM NI C S
JOB IN THE OFFICE. HE IS HOLDI NG A PHONE UP TO H S FACE AND
TALKI NG, STILL UNHAPPY. THE SCENE CHANGES AGAI N, STILL CLCSE
SHOT, OF DOMNIC IN H'S ROOM SITTING ON THE EDGE OF H S BED.
THE CAMERA PULLS QUT AS THESE THREE LOCATI ONS SHI FT RAPI DLY
BETWEEN EACH OTHER ALL SHOW NG DOM NI C, SHOPPI NG, WORKI NG,
SITTING IN H'S BED. THE SHI FTI NG GETS RAPIDER UNTIL IT
SUDDENLY STOP AS THE SHOT OF DOM NI C SI TTI NG ON HI S BED

| NT. DOM NIC S ROOM NI GHT

Domi nic sits on the edge of his bed, he still |ooks unhappy.
He breathes slowy, thinking to hinmself. He opens the drawer
to his bedside table and pulls out a bottle of pills. He
pours theminto his hand. He stares at themfor a while,
making up his mnd. He starts to lift his hand to his nouth,

but the phone rings. He waits for a nonment before picking it
up. There is silence for a nonent.

DOM NI C
Yes, this is he. Can | help you?
qui et
DOM NI C
Onh.
qui et
DOM NI C

This com ng weekend? | shoul d be able



DOM NI C CONT' D
to yeah.

qgui et

DOM NI C
" msorry too.



| NT. FUNERAL HOVE- DAY

OVERHEAD SHOT OF CARTER S CORPSE. THI S HOLDS FOR A A FEW
SECONDS.

Note: Carter is a white male in his early thirty's laying in
a casket. This holds for a a few seconds.

Shift. Domnic, who is still unkenpt but wears a nice suit,
is staring down at the corpse as if he is waiting for sone
thing to happen. Nothing does. He continues to stare as an
ol der woman notices this and approaches him She touches his
shoul der. He blinks bringing hinself back to reality and

| ooks at her.

LEANA
Hell o, sorry but do you need to sit
for a nonent?

DOM NI C
No, | just--

He recogni zes her

DOM NI C
Ms. Stephens?

She recogni zes him
LEANA
(perks up a bit)
OCh, Dominic? |Is that you?

DOM NI C
Yes, it's ne. How are you?

Hearing what he said, he regrets it and gets enbarrassed.

DOM NI C CONT' D

Sorry. | mean, sorry for your |o0ss.
LEANA
| amtoo. Still, it's nice to see you.

He woul d have been happy you're here.

DOM NI C
Yeah. Thanks for having nme. |I'm happy
to be here too.



LEANA
O course. Even after everything, you
woul d still visit himat the hospital.
DOM NI C

| guess it didn't nake a difference.

LEANA
| think it did. I think deep down he
knew you were there. You were there

till the end

DOM NI C
That is a blessing. Eleven years is a
long tine, but you still cane to see
hi m

(trying not to tear up)
You nust of |oved himvery nuch.

DOM NI C
He was ny best friend. It was the
| east | coul d do.

LEANA
| hope you're not mad at ne, but he
had been gone for so long and | well
nmy husband and | thought, maybe it was
time to just let go.

DOM NI C
| conpletely understand Ms. St-
LEANA
Pl ease, call me Leana.
DOM NI C
O course.
LEANA
Again, | appreciate you com ng,

Real |y, he tal ked about you all the
tinme. You know you and your little
group of high school friends, you
were- you were his life.

Dominic looks at the little slide show of Carter's life as a
picture of Carter and Dom nic in high school flashes across
t he screen



DOM NI C
(stiles a life)
M ne too.
LEANA
kay, well, | have a few nore people

to say goodbye to before we start
cl eaning up around here. It was really
| ovel y seeing you.

Leana turns to | eave and Dom ni c stops her

DOM NI C
Wait, where should | go for the
burial ?

LEANA

Oh, we're doing a famly only buri al
| just need sonmething a little nore
nore close knit for ny final-

(she tears up again)
fi nal goodbye.

DOM NI C
Under st ood.

LEANA
But you're welcone to stay for a
little while longer. | nmade a few
snacks that | was hoping would all get
eat en.

Dom nic nods and smles as Leana turns and finds soneone el se
to say goodbye to. After a nmonment, he goes to a near by chair
and sits down. He pulls a funeral programout of his pocket
and begins to fidget with it. Eleanor sits next to him

El eanor (she/ her), is a biracial woman with | ong very curly
hair (put up) and a flowy dark navy dress. She seens very
naturalistic.

ELEANOR
(trying to lighten the nood)
Hey, long tinme no see.

Dom nic | ooks at her for a nmonent, happy to see her but
doesn't know what to say.

DOM NI C
H hi .



ELEANOR
(she smles)
Hey Dom
DOM NI C
Sorry, |I'msurprised.
ELEANOR
| can tell.
DOM NI C

| didn't see you cone in. Ww.

ELEANOR
Ww, indeed. It's nice to see you,
gi ven the circunstances.

DOM NI C
Yeah...the circunstances. You | ook
great though.

ELEANOR
Thank you. | was just in Barcel ona

Not e: she pronounces it barth-el-ona

So ny skin is glow ng.

DOM NI C

Did you fly here just for the funeral ?
ELEANOR

Yeah, but 1'Il probably stay and see

my parents for a day or two. Then back
to wherever the w nd bl ows ne.

DOM NI C
The wi nd?
ELEANOR
Yeah. | don't travel by plans. |

travel by feelings, as any good
expl orer shoul d.

DOM NI C
The wind didn't bring you here, Carter
di d.

El eanor sort of shrivels at that, renmenbering where she is.



ELEANOR

Yeah.
DOM NI C

Sorry, | didn't nean to-
ELEANOR

No, no, you're right. This is..
She thinks for a noment
This is different.

DOM NI C
Yeah.

ELEANOR
(synpat heti cal | y)
So...how are you?

DOM NI C
Probably the sane as you.

ELEANOR
(She laughs lightly)
|"mnot conpletely sure what to say in
this scenario.

DOM NI C
Death will do that.

ELEANOR
Death will do that.

There is a long silence

ELEANOR
|"'mreally sorry, Domnic.

DOM NI C
| think everyone is.

ELEANCR
But, it's really nice to see you

DOM NI C
Yeah, |'ve m ssed you.

ELEANOR
You t oo.



There is another silence. Eleanor |ooks |ike she has nore to
say, but she doesn't. Ronme wal ks up to the both of them

Rone(they/then), is a nasc presenting, sharply dressed
Filipino person with a shaved head and tattoos (not seen
t hrough the suit, but seen on their hands)

ROVE
Hey, sorry to interrupt.

Dom ni ¢ and El eanor | ook up at them

ELEANOR
(excited)
Ch, Rone! You're not interrupting
anyt hi ng. Have a seat, have a seat.

ROVE
(smrks)
No need, no need. | just saw you guys

over here and t hought maybe you'd want
to come over and say hi to Al nm,
Monty, Richie and |I.

Rone points over to a collection of three people, at the back
of the home, conversing. Dom nic |ooks slightly nore hopeful
as he | ooks where Rome was pointing.

DOM NI C
The old crew?

ELEANOR
Yeah, we'd | ove to head over.

Dom ni ¢ and El eanor wal k over to the group acconpani ed by
Rone. Wthin the other nmenbers of the "old crew' there is
Richie, Alma, and Monty. El eanor goes in for a hug

i redi at el y.

Richie (he/hinm is a trans man with freckles. He is a cl ean
sort of nessy. Alma (she/her) is a short, fem nine, Indian
wonen. Monty (they/ he/she) is androgynous presenting with
| ong dread | ocks and an obvious (but conforting) confidence.

ELEANOR
Aw, guys...its so good to see you.

Ri chi e accepts the hug

RI CH E
You too, Eleanor. |, uh, 1 like your



Rl CHI E CONT' D

dress.
ELEANOR
Thank you, | bought it in Tuscany.
MONTY
Hey, Dom It's been a m nute.
DOM NI C
H Monty, hey guys.
RI CH E
So how are you guys l|iking the

funeral ?
Alma | ooks to Richie, unsure
ALMA
(scol di ngly)
Ri chi e.

Dom nic laughs a bit at this

DOM NI C
It's okay. | ran into Carter's nmom
earlier.
ELEANOR
Oh, how is she?
RI CH E
Her son is dead, so probably not well.
ALMA
(scol di ng)
Ri chi e!
RI CH E

Wat? | 'mreally like at a | oss here.
|"m scranbling with what to say.

ALMA
Then don't say anyt hing.
RI CH E
| can't just not speak, |-
DOM NI C
(smles)

|"ve m ssed you guys. It's good to



Monty thi

know that after so long you're still
bi ckeri ng.

ALMA
| only do it out of |ove.

ROVE
We've m ssed you too, dude.

MONTY
| shoul d probably head out. It | ooks
like all the guests are |eaving.

DOM NI C
No, don't go. Leanna said we're
allowed to stay for awhile.

Rl CH E
In an enpty funeral honme? No thanks,
| " m okay.

DOM NI C
Ckay then, let's all go sonewhere. W
can catch up

ROVE
"' mdown to catch up

nks for a second

MONTY
Okay, but only for a bit. | have plans
t onor r ow.

ELEANOR
Qooh, pl ans.

ALNA

Fine. Where are we goi ng then?

RI CH E
| have just the place.

EXT. TRUCK BED I N GROCERY STORE PARKI NG LOT- NI GAT

Domi ni c,

Rone, Richie, Alma, and Monty are al

the, otherw se enpty, truck bed.

ALNA
Sonmehow | bl ane nyself for assum ng
you neant somewhere indoors.

sitting in

10.
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ROVE
At | east you can see the stars.

ALMA
That's an airpl ane.

RI CH E
Come on guys, we used to hang out here
all the tine. This was the parking
| ot.

DOM NI C
(1 ooki ng around)
Where' s El eanor?

RI CH E
Maybe she got | ost?

MONTY
Renmenber when we woul d conme back here
when we needed a place to sneak beers.

Ri chie slides the back wi ndow of his truck open and pulls out
a six pack fromthe back seat.

RI CH E
Who sai d anyt hi ng about sneaki ng?

He breaks them apart and hands them out.

DOM NI C
Renmenber how we woul d al ways have to
buy two packs just so everyone could
get one, but then we woul d have five
| eft over?

ROVE
(1 aughs)
Yeah, and we'd get into fights about
who got nore.

Ronme goes to crack open their beer

DOM NI C

Don't you think we should wait.
ROVE

Why ?
DOM NI C

For El eanor.



12.

ALMA
|"m sure she can find her way here.

Everyone cracks open their drinks and begi n drinking, save
Dom ni c.
MONTY
This is nice.
Ri chie puts his arm around Monty

RI CH E
O course, it's the truck. Everybody
| oves the truck.

Dom ni ¢ | aughs
MONTY

O course you |ike the truck, Dom You
al ways got shot gun

DOM NI C
| get car sick

MONTY
No, | remenber. The one tine you sat
in back you threw up all over Al ma and
Rone.

ALNA
Don't rem nd ne.

ROVE
Oh, yeah. | renenber because we had to

pul | over at that rich nei ghborhoods
community garden to use the hose.

Everyone | aughs

DOM NI C
and renember -

A car pulls pulls up to the lot, everyone watches as it parks
and El eanor clinbs out.

ELEANOR
Hello all. Sorry for the | ateness.

R CH E
Lost ?



ELEANOR
Sonmething |ike that.

DOM NI C
What happened?

ELEANOR
|'m here now, aren't 17?2

DOM NI C
But you were | ate.

El eanor clinbs into the car
ELEANOR

Yes, but now I'mofficially prepared
to party. So, what did | mss?

MONTY
We were just tal king about the truck.
DOM NI C
(still to Eleanor)
Yeah, but -
ALNVA
(To Richie)
This truck is old. Are you sure you
should still even be driving in the
t hi ng?

Dom nic shrinks at this

RI CH E
Don't call her a thing.
ROVE
Ri chie man, | heard you parking back

at the funeral hone, your engine
shoul d not be naking that noise.
Listen, your tail is totally busted.

RI CH E
It's character

ROVE

(j oki ng)
You have character enough, trust ne.

MONTY
Rone's a nechanic. Maybe listen to

13.



MONTY CONT' D
t henf

RI CH E
(playfully)

| offer you my truck, | bring you beer
and now it's the attack Ri chie hour?
Dom nic | aughs, trying to nove on

DOM NI C
You haven't changed a bit.

Richie gets quiet and closed off, unconfortable

RI CH E
(stops)
What ?
DOM NI C
Still over protective of your car as
ever.
RI CH E

(no |l onger playful)
She's a truck, not a car and so what?
Just cause one things simlar doesn't
mean | haven't changed.

ROVE
Ri chie man, he didn't nean to of fend
you.

R CH E

You don't get it, never mnd. It's
what ever. Never m nd.

14.

It goes quiet again, this time with tension. Domnic |leans to

Monty.

DOM NI C
(whi speri ng)
| don't know what | did w ong.

RI CH E
| can hear you, Dom

DOM NI C
Then what did | do wong?



RI CH E
Not hi ng. You didn't do anything. I'm
goi ng back to Vernont in a day anyway,
it's not like any of this matters.

Domnic sits up at this, offended

DOM NI C
Vernont ? What's in Vernont?

ELEANOR
Quite a lot actually. 1've been there.

The nature al one is gorgeous.
Lincoln's only surviving son has a
house you can visit. And nmaple syrup
tastings.

DOM NI C
If you like it so nmuch, El then you
shoul d nove there too.

ELEANOR
No, it's nmuch too donestic for me. |
much prefer to travel

DOM NI C
Yeah, we noticed. You got here twenty
m nutes |ate.

MONTY
Li sten, can we not fight? W were just
at the funeral of our friend and we're
all grieving and saying shit we don't
mean. |'m sure nobody here actually
wants to argue.

RI CH E
Fi ne, but can we- can we just like
tal k about sonmething that isn't high
school ?

DOM NI C
What's wong with high school ?

RI CH E
Conme on, Dom You have to know it
sucked.

DOM NI C
When you insult high school, you
insult our friendship. You insult

15.
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Carter.

Rl CH E
This has nothing to do with Carter. |
| oved Carter, Dom W all did. You're
bei ng unfair.

Dom ni ¢ goes quiet, unsure of howto respond. Richie takes a
breath and cal ns down.

RI CH E
Monty is right, | don't want to fight.
| just want to nove on, okay? Can we
j ust nove one.

Domi nic clenches his fist and his teeth, resistantly he nods

MONTY
(awkwar dl y)
Does everyone have a hotel ? Cause |
have an extra bedroom at ny house.
It's not clean, but | have it.

ALNA
| " ve booked a hotel. But thank you for
asking. How |l ong is everyone going to
be in town?

ROVE
| live here, so...awhile.

RI CH E
|"m | eaving pretty soon..

ELEANOR
Wenever. The energies will tell ne.

ALNA
You speak to energies?

EXT. GROCERY STORE PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT

Everyone is out of the truck bed and heading to their
i ndependent cars. Dom nic shouts to the others

DOM NI C
Hey, do you guys want to do this
agai n?

ROVE

VWhat ?
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DOM NI C
| said do you all want to do this
agai n soneti ne?

Everyone cones together to better hear Dom nic. He hands his
phone to Monty.

DOM NI C
Everyone put your nane in ny phone.
want to see you all again before you

go.

When the phone is handed to Richie, he seens unsure. Domnic
| ooks to him

DOM NI C
| know that m ddl e patch was rough,
but I mss seeing you all.

RI CH E
|"m seeing ny parents tonorrow and |'m
| eavi ng the day after.

DOM NI C
Push it back, just by one day. Pl ease.
RI CH E
(still wunsure)

Ckay. . .

Ri chie puts his nanme in Domnic's phone and passes it on.
Everyone puts in their nunber and passes it on until it gets
back to Dom nic.

DOM NI C
Ckay, Thursday night drinks. 1"l text
you the nane of the place.

Everyone agrees and heads to their respective cars.
I NT. DOM NIC S ROOM NI GHT

Dom nic enters his roonms holding a plastic bag. Fromit, he
pulls out a calendar and pins it to a wall. He grabs a pen
fromthe floor and wite "bar with friends" on the nearest
Thur sday' s box. He places the pen on the table. Dom nic grabs
a four itens of laundry fromhis bed, folds them and puts
themin his drawer. It's a small start, but it's a start. He
takes off his shoes, sets his alarmand goes to bed. Mybe
things are going to be okay.
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ACT THREE

| NT. VARI OQUS- DAY

VWEDNESDAY, THE CAMERA ONCE AGAI N HOLDS A CLCSE UP ON

DOM NI C S FACE AS HE WAKES UP, GETS READY, AND GCES TO

WORK. EXCEPT THIS TIME I T'S MJCH SLOAER AND DOM NI C SEEM5 MCORE
AWAKE. HE ENGAGES WTH H S CONCRKERS. WHEN HE GETS HOME HE
PUTS HS CLOTHES IN THE HAMPER. HE SI TS ON H' S BED AND STARES
AT THE CALENDAR UNTI L HE FALLS ASLEEP

| NT. WORK- DAY

Dominic sits at his desk at work. He is tapping his | eg and
staring at the wall clock like a teenager on the |ast day of
school. It feels al nost suspenseful. Eventually, it's five
and he goes to clock out of work. He goes to the bathroom and
changes into casual "bar with friends" clothes. He goes to
his car. The canera follows himand he goes to his car.

| NT. BAR- EVENI NG

Dom nic and enters the bar, his friends aren't there yet. In
fact, it's pretty enpty at the nonent. He smles as he sits
at a table. He waits. He waits for quite awhile. Tinme passes.
He | ooks considerably nore irritated. He gets up fromthe
table and sits at the bar instead. As he | ooks at the nenu,
hi s phone rings. He picks it up.

DOM NI C
Hey, are you on your way?

ALMA
Hey, Domnic...l'mso sorry. | can't
make it.

DOM NI C
What ?

ALMA
| really wanted too, but | have to
catch up with work. | took sone tine

off to cone here and now | ' m behi nd.
But | would |like to, another tine.

DOM NI C
Yeah, okay.

ALNMA
And pl ease, don't shoot the nessenger,
but Ronme can't either.
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Dom ni ¢ si ghs

ALMA
| told themto text you, but | think
they were worried you woul d be upset.
Are you upset?

DOM NI C
Yeah, a bit. Wiy can't they cone?

ALNA
They didn't really specify.

it's silent for a nonment

ALMA
| have to go, Dom nic. Apol ogies
agai n.

Dom ni ¢ hangs up the phone and nods at the bartender.

BARTENDER
What can | get you?

DOM NI C
Coul d you do a Negroni, but replace
the gin with whiskey?

BARTENDER
You nean a boul evardi er?

DOM NI C
s that a Negroni, but w th whiskey
i nstead of gin?

BARTENDER
Yes.

DOM NI C
Then, vyes.

There's silence as the BARTENDER starts on the drink. Domnic
| ooks at the door.

BARTENDER
(curiously)
Are you waiting for soneone?

DOM NI C
| "' m supposed to be. They're late
t hough.
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BARTENDER
St ood you up?

DOM NI C
No? And it's not really any of your
busi ness.

BARTENDER
Apol ogi es.

It goes quiet again. Dom nic | ooks around the bar, it's a bit
nore full. The BARTENDER hands himhis drink. He |ooks at it.
H s phone dings. It's a text fromNMnty. It says "Can't do
tonight. Didn't plan ahead. Sorry, but | hope you all have
fun. Drink on my behalf :)". Dom nic sighs and puts his phone
down and drinks his "boul evardier".

DOM NI C
(t o BARTENDER)
| nmean, |'mnot asking for rnuch.

BARTENDER | ooks up fromwhat they're doing, didn't realize
they were still conversing

DOM NI C CONT' D
Just to see ny friends. W haven't
spoken it awhile and it's normal to
want to catch up. | nmean it's
di srespectful to not show up. El eanor
and Richie didn't even bother send a
text. Maybe they're hanging out with
their new friends. But their new
friends don't have what we have. The
friendship that we had back then was
like no other. | felt it. | know they
felt it. We had fun

BARTENDER
"' m sure you did.

BARTENDER t hi nks for a second

BARTENDER
They probably didn't nean anythi ng by
it. You can just reschdule. My friends
and | have to reschedule all the tine.

DOM NI C
Not all of us live here anynore. |
don't even |live here anynore.



There is

BARTENDER
Oh, where do you live?
DOM NI C
(qui ckly)
Two hours fromhere. | don't want to
tal k about it.
(normal ly)

But there's nothing wong with here.
We were happy here.

DOM NI C CONT' D
Even if it was because our friend just
died it was nice to catch up

a pause, the BARTENDER | ooks, unsure what to say

BARTENDER
|"msorry your friend died.

DOM NI C
Yeah. . . t hanks.

BARTENDER
How | ong did you know each ot her?

DOM NI C
W et freshman year of high school
H s name was Carter.

BARTENDER
That's a long tinme. That's really
t ough.

DOM NI C
He, uh, he got in a car crash his
first year of college. Been in a coma
ever since. Guess his parents | ost
hope of it getting better. Eleven

years... guess | would too.
BARTENDER
Do you want anot her drink?
DOM NI C
(smal | | augh)

Yeah

21.

BARTENDER starts on another drink as DOM NI C keeps tal king
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DOM NI C
And don't get nme wong, it sucks. Ww,
it fucking sucks. But it was nice to
see all ny old friends. Sure, they've
changed since high school, but really
they're the sanme. Sane faces, sane
car. Yeah...they're the sane.

BARTENDER
They sound ni ce.

DOM NI C
Really, they're the best. | don't
know. 1've never really connected with
peopl e the way | connected with them
|"ve missed it. |I've m ssed hangi ng

out with them But after the funera

we were | aughing and arguing just like
old tinmes. Like Carter sacrificed
hinself to bring us all together

agai n.

BARTENDER seens unsure about this, but doesn't say anything.
They ignore it and hand DOM NI C his drink. He takes it.

DOM NI C
| nmean things happen for a reason. Wy
el se would we | ose such a good person?

BARTENDER
Death is hard, but also sonetinmes it's
just random Sonetines all we can do
is wrk to grow fromit.

DOM NI C conpl etely ignores this

DOM NI C
But if he died for us, why would they
stand me up? |Is death the only thing
t hat bonds us?

BARTENDER
Menories and trauma definitely create
bonds, but they shouldn't be the only
t hi ng keepi ng peopl e together. You
need passions and a genui ne interest
in each other. | think that's why--

DOM NI C
Coul d I have another drink?
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BARTENDER
Are you sure?

DOM NI C
"' m sure.

Even t hough t he BARTENDER seens unsure, DOM N C doesn't seem
crazy drunk so they make hi m anot her drink.

DOM NI C
Carter died so we would have a second
chance. It's the only thing that makes
sense.

BARTENDER truly has no idea how to respond, DOM NI C t akes the
silence as encouragenent to keeping talking. He is getting an
i dea.

DOM NI C
And maybe if it didn't work out the
first time, | just need to follow in

exanpl e to keep us together.

BARTENDER
(m sunder st andi ng)
You shoul dn't have to hurt yourself to
keep those you | ove around.

DOM NI C
| f death is our glue, soneone has to
be there to squeeze the bottle.

BARTENDER
You | ost ne.

DOM NI C finishes his drink. The BARTENDER t akes it.

DOM NI C
Anot her one.

BARTENDER
Sorry, that's the end of ny shift. If
you want | can call Evan over here. He
can nmake sonething for you

DOM NI C | ooks around the now fairly crowded bar and thinks
about the prospect of having to reexplain his situation to a
new bart ender

DOM NI C
No, no. | should probably go. It's
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DOM NI C CONT' D
getting |ate.

BARTENDER
Do you have soneone to give you a
ride?

DOM NI C gets out of his chair and begins to walk to the exit.
he waves t hem off.

DOM NI C
['Il call a car.

He exits.
EXT. BAR PARKI NG LOT- NI GHT

DOM NI C wal ks into the bar parking lot. He clicks his keys
and and his car beeps. He gets into his, admttedly trashed,
car. He begins to drive. Domnic drives through the streets
of his small, enpty town. He eventually turns on to a smaller
street, this is where he sees Eleanor. She is nicely dressed,
al t hough di shevel ed as though she has been out for a |ong
time. She wal ks al ong the sidewal k. Dom nic, confused, pulls
up next to her and rolls down the w ndow.

DOM NI C
El eanor ?

El eanor stops and | ooks at the car, trying to see who it is.
When she realizes it's Domnic, she smles and steps closer
to the car.

ELEANOR
Dom ni ¢c? Oh, amazing! Hello.
DOM NI C
Are you- Are you drunk?
ELEANOR
Yes well, | went out for a bit of a
gathering and one thing led to
anot her .
DOM NI C

You went out?

ELEANOR
Yes.
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DOM NI C
Wth other people?

ELEANOR
And it was lovely really. W all got a
bit sl oshed.

DOM NI C
VWhat ?
ELEANOR
It's British for drunk, Domnic.
DOM NI C
But ? W had pl ans?
ELEANOR
Dd we?
DOM NI C

Yeah, renmenber? There was a whol e
group chat about it.

ELEANOR
I"mnot really a texting person. |
prefer a phone call. Mich nore

per sonal

There is a nonent of silence as Domnic tries not to show his
rage.

DOM NI C
Do you need a ride?
ELEANOR
|"'mnot sure. | don't feel the urge to

end the night. The possibilities.

DOM NI C
You forget everything around here
cl oses by ten. We could could get a
bottl e of wi ne though. If you want?

ELEANOR
| do |l ove wine. Wuld you happen to
have any Donmi ne Leroy?

DOM NI C
Well ny apartnent is two hours from
here and | have whatever | bought at
the |iquor store.



HmM

ELEANOR
It seenms we nay have to go to ny

rent al

DOM NI C

Al right, get in.

26.
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I NT. ELEANOR S RENTAL- NI GHT

El eanor and Dom nic enter the house El eanor is renting.
El eanor quickly wal ks to the couch and | ays down.

ELEANOR
There should be sonme good wine in the
fridge.

Dom nic goes to the fridge and opens it. Its primarily enpty
besi des a few bottles of wi ne, some condinents, a nostly
enpty bag of bread, and container of ethically sourced
cheese. He grabs the fanciest |ooking bottle. It's already
been opened.

DOM NI C
Were are your gl asses?

ELEANOR
This isn't nmy house, |I'mjust renting
it. I would assune a top cabinet.

Dom ni c | ooks through the cabinets until he finds glasses. He
grabs them and brings the bottle and gl asses to El eanor. He
enpties what was left of the bottle into their cups. They
bot h begi n dri nki ng.

ELEANOR
It has been a good night, hasn't it?

prol onged sil ence

DOM NI C
Why didn't you just stay at your
parents place?

ELEANOR
Ch, ny parents haven't lived here in
long tine. They noved out as soon as |
graduat ed hi gh school .

DOM NI C
Wiy? This is a great place to |ive.

ELEANOR
Great place to live? Domnic, you said
it yourself, you don't even live here.



DOM NI C
Well, that's because of ny job.

ELEANOR
You could've sinply gotten a job in
town if you love it so nuch?

DOM NI C
It wouldn't have been the sane
anyways.

ELEANCR
Not hing is ever the same. That's the
beauty of life.

Domi ni ¢ seens unconfortable by this statenent

Domi ni ¢

ELEANOR
| was speaking with a friend tonight
at a bar-

DOM NI C
You were at a bar?

ELEANOR
The Wandering Pub, yes. They were
having a raffle night. It was
practically the only social event
going on this evening and | had to do
somet hi ng.

DOM NI C
We had pl ans.

ELEANOR
| told you, I'mnot active on texts.

aughs annoyed.

ELEANOR
What's funny?
DOM NI C
You. | mean what happened, El? You're

| ate to hanging out at the gas
station, you don't show up to the bar,
there's no communi cati on.

ELEANCR
Well I'"msorry not everyone is so
desperate to go back to the ways of

28.
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hi gh school. Sone of us don't want to
waste away at a gas station in the bed
of a truck.

Dom ni ¢ makes his mnd up as | ooks at Eleanor's nearly enpty
gl ass.

DOM NI C
Do you want nore w ne?
ELEANOR
That sound wonderful actually.
DOM NI C
Cool. | gotta grab sonmething from ny

car. Finish up that glass and then
"Il pour sone nore.

ELEANOR
Brilliant.

El eanor goes to sip and Donminic | eaves the house and goes to
his car. He opens his glove box and rumrages around. He fi nds
to nostly enpty pill bottles |labeled "amtriptyline". He
pockets them He then goes to the back of his car and starts
| ooking for nore. He only find a single bottle with two pills
inin labeled "fluoxetine". He pockets this as well. He goes
back into the house.

ELEANOR
Do you find what you were | ooking for?

DOM NI C
| don't think I actually left
anything. | think I'mjust drunk.

ELEANOR

(1 aughi ng)
Me t oo.

Dom ni ¢ grabs Eleanor's glass and takes it to the kitchen. He
Grabs the wine fromthe fridge. He then open the pil

bottles, pours pills onto the counter creating a small pile.
As he starts crushing them up, he continues talking to

El eanor.

DOM NI C
You know, | did try to call you.

ELEANOR
VWhat ?



DOM NI C

Earlier, at the bar. You nentioned you

hate texting, but |I did try to cal
you.

ELEANCR
Real | y? That's so enbarrassing. My
phone has been dead all day.

DOM NI C
No, it hasn't

ELEANOR
VWhat ?

DOM NI C

It rang all the way through. If it was

dead then it would have turned off

after a couple rings. You just didn't

pi ck up.
ELEANOR

Then | nmust of not had ny phone on ne.

30.

Dom nic takes the now crushed up pills and pours theminto

the Eleanor's glass with the wine. He stirs it.

He wal ks back

into the living roomand hands the concoction to El eanor.

DOM NI C
You al ways have your phone on you.

ELEANOR
Maybe when | was in high school, but

changed. | don't carry that thing with

me all the tinme anynore.
Domnic flinches at the word change

DOM NI C

Huh, | really wi sh people would stop

sayi ng that word. Change.

ELEANCR
Domnic, I'"'mtoo drunk for this
conversation

DOM NI C

|"mjust saying. | tried. | put in the

effort.

El eanor is unsure how to respond, she takes a gulp of her



drink. She smacks her lips for a second.

ELEANOR
Is it just nme or is this
wne...gritty?

DOM NI C
| don't know, it's your wi ne. Maybe
the really nice stuff is supposed to
taste like that.

ELEANOR
Well, if you want to tal k seriously,
" mgoing to have to be nuch drunker

El eanor downs the wine and Dominic sml es.

ELEANOR
Listen, Domnic. | appreciate you
putting in the effort to see your old
hi gh school friends. But we've had our
reunion and nowit's time to nove on.

DOM NI C
We don't have to though. That's the
good news. W can just stay and
hangout |ike the old tines.

ELEANOR
They're old times. That's the whole
poi nt ..

DOM NI C

(through gritted teeth)
More w ne?

ELEANOR
| don't know, |'ve already had quite a
bit. My vision is essentially blurred.

DOM NI C

| don't think thats the w ne.
ELEANOR

VWhat ?
DOM NI C

Cone on, one nore gl ass.

ELEANOR
Dom n-
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DOM NI C
Just one nore.

ELEANOR
Ckay. One nore, but then |I should go
to bed. I'"'mleaving town tonorrow.

El eanor takes takes the bottle and pours herself sonme nore.
She drinks it.

ELEANOR
It's great you love it here, but-
(she burps, sone vomt arises in
her throat)
You know what, actually | don't feel
so good. Maybe we should call it a
ni ght.

El eanor tries to stand but quickly falls back into sitting

DOM NI C
Are you okay?

ELEANOR
Yeah, yeah. Just a bit dizzy.
(she grabs her chest)
and ny uh- ny heart feels like it's
going a mllion mles per hour.

DOM NI C
| think you should probably |ay down.
That al ways hel ps nme when |'ve drinken
t oo nuch.

ELEANOR
Yeah? Ckay.

El eanor | ays on her couch. She stares up at the ceiling. She
seens tired.

ELEANOR
Maybe we should call soneone. | feel
weird. | feel really weird.

Domi nic goes and sits on the floor next to wear Eleanor is
| ayi ng on the couch

DOM NI C
Don't worry, | got you, El. Just go to
sl eep. You look really tired.



33.
ELEANOR
Yeah, | do feel pretty tired suddenly.

El eanor's breathing is now a | ot shall ower and her body | ooks
cl amy.

DOM NI C

It will be better in the norning.
ELEANOR

Yeah, it wll be better in the

nor ni ng.

El eanor cl oses her eyes and goes to sleep. Domnic sits for
awhi l e. He | ooks to El eanor whose nouth seens to fill with
liquid, whether it is foamor vomt it's unclear.

DOM NI C
El ?

No response. He waits for a nonment, he doesn't | ook over

j oyed about what just happened, but he knows it had to
happen. He takes his glass and washes it in the sink and outs
it away. He wi pes the counter and pockets the pills. Before
he | eaves he gives the place a once over. He stands at the
door, about to |eave.

DOM NI C
(to hinself, hopefully)
It will be better tonorrow.

Dom ni ¢ cl oses the door and exits.
| NT. DOM NI C S ROOM MORNI NG

DOM NI C | ays on his bed with his phone on his chest, asleep.
He fell asleep waiting for the news of El eanor's death.
Eventual |y, wakes up to the ringing of his phone. He quickly
sits up and his phone falls on the floor. He scranbles to
answer it.

DOM NI C
Hel | 0?
(a pause, with sadness in his
voice but a smle on his face)
El eanor is...what?
(a pause)
When's the funeral ?

END OF EPI SODE PI LOT
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I NT. VAR QUS- NI GHT

Domnic is in his apartnent staring at a wwne glass he is
dri nki ng out of while watching TV.

FLASH

He stands at the door of Eleanor's rental about to | eave,
| ooki ng at her body.

FLASH

Dominic is in his apartnent staring at a wine glass he is
dri nki ng out of while watching TV.

EXT. WOODS- LATE MORNI NG

Dom nic, Richie, Rome, Alma, and Monty stand in the woods
surrounding a (not so deeply dug) hole. Rome holds a one of
El eanor' s necklaces in their hands. It is quiet for a nonent.

Rl CH E
Does anyone have anything to say?

ALMA
She was ni ce.

An awkwar d pause

DOM NI C
Is that it?

ALNA
VWat else is there to say?

DOM NI C
| don't know. More?

RI CH E
| guess we didn't really know her I|ike
we used to.

DOM NI C
She coul dn't have changed that nuch

MONTY
She did though. That's the thing about
El eanor, she | oved changed. She craved
it.



ALNA
(sad | augh)
She just wanted to go where the
spirits took her.

RI CH E
Maybe we didn't know her nuch now, but
I"mglad | knew her at all.

ROVE
(smles, to the necklace)
W didn't know you nmuch now. But we
are glad we knew you at all.

Rone drops the necklace into the hole. Each person goes
around and kicks sone dirt into the hole, burying it.

EXT. WOODS- LATER
Alittle bit of time has passed since the previous scene.

Dom nic, Richie, Rome, Al ma,and Monty are wal ki ng through the
woods, back to town.

RI CH E
Did they say it was...on purpose?
MONTY
| dunno, they just said it was an
overdose. | don't think they | ooked

very hard though

RI CH E
So, she was just partying al one?
ROVE
She | oved to party.
MONTY
(to Al ma)

Are you okay tal king about all of
this? Is all the death bringing back
upsetting nenories?

ALNMA
" msorry?

MONTY
Because of Benji?



Everyone

ALMA

(small smle)
That's very sweet of you to ask. |
| ove ny brother and | can admt when
he died | never spoke on it and |
al ways shut down those sort of
conversations. But | was a teenager
and it had just happened. But you
cannot function in this world w thout
accepting death. | still love him |
just learned how to keep on |iving.

Rl CH E
You're really smart.

ALMA
Thank you. But this isn't about ne.
This is about El eanor.

RI CH E
Yeah.
(a nonent of consideration)
Why couldn't we just go to her funera
agai n?

DOM NI C
Do you never read the group chat?
RI CH E
It's a lot of texts all at once.
ROVE
Her parents took her overseas.
Apparently in her will she wanted her

ashes to be scattered abroad.

lets out a small |augh
MONTY
Which is deeply in character for her.
DOM NI C
But | thought we could do a sort of
funeral of our own. | figured because

we all grew up here, it was only fair
we kept a part of her grounded.

ROVE
It was nice of her parents to |let us
keep sonet hing of hers though.



ALNA
| apol ogi ze that | had to push it back
a week. | nean a lot that you al
stayed in town and waited. | wanted to

do this, but ny boss was nmad | had
been gone so long and it got very

conpl i cat ed.

RI CH E
It's okay, we get it. Shits
conpl i cat ed.

MONTY

You can say that again.

RI CH E
Shits conplicat ed.

EXT. WOODS ENTRANCE- EVEN LATER STI LL

The entrance to the woods and its hiking trail is a sinple
stone bench and gravel parking |lot. Ronme, Richie, and Al na
head to their cars.

ALNA
| appreciate the ride, Richie.

RI CH E
You're near ny hotel, anyway.

Monty is about to head to his car when they notice Dom nic
sitting on the stone bench, checking his phone.

DOM NIC S POV: THE SCREEN OF H S PHONE SAYS "M SSES CALL FROM

DAD'

He pockets his phone. Monty conmes and sits next to Dom nic.

MONTY
You okay?

DOM NI C
Al'l good.

MONTY

Yeah? You don't need a ride?

DOM NI C
(considers it)
| live 2 hours away.



MONTY

Ah yes, | forgot about that.
DOM NI C

Do you want to cone over?
MONTY

Can't. Fam ly thing.
DOM NI C

Par ent s?
MONTY

Sonething |ike that.
| NT. GROCERY STORE- LATE AFTERNOON

Dom nic stands in the checkout line at the grocery store.
He's up next, but the line still shuffles slowy. It's weird
how |ife continues after death. Despite the nummered voi ces
in the store and the beeping of the price scanner-it feels
qui et. The person in front of Dom nic pays, takes their bags
and exit. Domnic |loads on his itens and the Cashi er begins
scanni ng

CASHI ER
Hel | o! How are you today?

DOM NI C
Fi ne. Thanks.

CASHI ER
(leans in close)
Do you have any coupons | could scan

for you?
DOM NI C
Unh...no. | don't think so.
CASHI ER
Wul d you like to check? If not, | can

add you to our rewards progranf

The Cashier's chippy deneanor is really throw ng off
Domnic's "nurdering your close friend, feigning it as a
sui ci de and buryi ng her neckl ace the woods" vi be.

Dom nic's phone begins to ring. Thank goodness, he wanted out
of this conversation. He is about to answer it and the he
sees it's his dad on the line. He silences his phone and then
pockets it. Cashier |ooks at him confused.



CASHI ER
You're not going to answer it?

DOM NI C
No, no. You were tal king about your
rewards program

CASHI ER
| really don't mnd. There's no |ine
behind you and I can sign you up

after.
DOM NI C

It's nothing inportant.
CASHI ER

Pl ease, | insist.

Cashi er watches Dominic, waiting for himto pick up the
phone. Fuck. What is this persons deal? Dom nic's cornered.
He smles at Cashier trying to hide his annoyance. He picks
up the phone.

DOM NI C
(through gritted teeth)
Hel | 0?
FATHER
Hel | 0?
DOM NI C
Hi , dad.

Cashi er, seeing the conversation on phone has started, smles
and gives Dom nic a thunbs up. Cashier then continues
scanning itens, quicker than before. As the conversation
continues to play out, Dom nic pays for the groceries, puts
themin the car, and exits. Conpletely forgetting about the
rewards program

FATHER
Look at you, you picked up.

DOM NI C
Sorry | mssed your last call.

FATHER
Couple last calls in fact.

DOM NI C
Yeah, |'ve been busy.



FATHER
Li sten, | heard about what happened. |
get it. No harm no foul. And luckily
you can nake it up to ne.

DOM NI C
What ?
FATHER
| heard you were in town. | figured

you mght want to cone by and visit.

DOM NI C
Like | said, I've been busy so |'m not
sure if--

FATHER

Come on, tell your dad you're going to
come by. It's just a quick visit.

DOM NI C
Dad.

FATHER
Dom ni c.

There is a prolonged pause as Donminic tries to think of a way
out of this. Nothing cones to m nd. Cornered again. Fuck.

DOM NI C
Um ..yeah. Yes. Sure. | can cone by.
can make tine to cone by.

FATHER
| love to hear that. What tine shoul d
| be expecting you tonorrow?

DOM NI C
Tonor r ow?
FATHER
9: 00 works best for ne. Can you do
9: 00?
DOM NI C
| gue-
FATHER
Good. It'Il be nice to see you,

Domi ni c.



DOM NI C
Yeah.
(hal f-heartedly)
You t oo.

The phone call ends and Dom ni c pockets his phone.

DOM NI C
(softly, to hinself)
Fuck.

At this point Domnic has nmade it to his car. He unloads the
groceries.

INT. DOM NI C S CAR- A FEW SECONDS LATER

Domnic sits in the driver seat of his car parked in the | ot
of a grocery store. The sound of the people in the car next
to himpersist. They chatter, park their car and then | eave.
It is silent for a nonment.

DOM NI C
Fuck.

Si |l ence

DOM NI C CONT' D
Fucki ng fuck!

The silence continues. Frantically, Domnic takes out him
phone and calls Richie. It rings, rings, rings.

RI CH E
(voi cemai )
Hey it's Richie. | mssed your call,
sorry. But |eave a nessage at the beep
if you want.

Dom ni ¢ hangs up the phone.

DOM NI C

Ckay, people are busy. That's cool.
That's cool. You had to bury a
neckl ace i nstead of a body? That's
cool. Everything is better now.
Everyone is going to stick together
now. And you have to neet up with you
dad soon? That's no problem Talk it
down. Talk it down.

(anot her pause)
Fuck.



EXT. RETI REMENT HOVE- MORNI NG

Dom ni ¢ stands at the entrance doors of "Rhododendron Springs
Retirenent Home". He goes to enter, but stepping on the plate
t he automatic doors open for him This makes himnore nervous
and he takes several steps back and stares at the doors. A
coupl e wal ks past him and enter the building, nonchal ant.
Seeing this, Domnic decides that he can do it to. He takes a
deep breath and steps onto the plate. The door opens again
and Dom nic enters.

| NT. RETI REMENT HOME- SECONDS LATER

In front of himis a desk with two |adies sitting at it, one
is on the phone. They are checking in the couple that entered
before Domnic. He fidgets as he waits. The couple exits and
Dom ni ¢ approaches the desk. It's relatively quiet in the
bui | di ng.

RECEPTI ONI ST 1
(to Dom nic)
H. Can | help you?

DOM NI C
|"m here to see ny dad.

RECEPTI ONI ST 1
Name?

DOM NI C
Dom ni ¢ Sullivan.

RECEPTI ONI ST 1

(scrolling through her conputer,

t hi nki ng out | oud)
Sullivan...Sullivan...Oh Found him

(1 ooks up to Dom nic)
Fl oor three. The elevator is down the
hall and to the left. Have a great
visit.

DOM NI C
Yeah. Thanks.

| NT. RETI REMENT HOMVE, FATHER S ROOM M NUTES LATER

Father sits in his room setting up checkers. There is a
knock at the door.
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FATHER
Ent er.

Dominic enters and | ooks around, it's evident that he has
never been here before and he is visibly unconfortable.

Fat her gestures to a seat opposite of his at the checkers
table. Dom nic goes and sits. Father immedi ately nmakes a nove
on board. Dom nic does not acknow edge this.

DOM NI C
Hey, dad.

A pause

FATHER
It's your nove.

DOM NI C
VWhat ?

FATHER
W're sitting at a checker board,
aren't we? | just played. It's your
nove.

Dom ni c, exasperated, nakes a nove on the board. Father nakes
a nove. Dom ni ¢ nakes and nove. Father makes a nove.

DOM NI C
Did you invite ne here to play
checkers in silence?

FATHER
Doesn't have to be in silence.

They both continue playing as they speak.

DOM NI C
How did you hear | was in town?

FATHER
You're always in town, Dom nic.

DOM NI C
Yeah, well ny friend died.

FATHER
Even before that.

DOM NI C
Carter was dyi ng.



FATHER
"' mdying. You don't come visit ne.
DOM NI C
You' re not dyi ng.
FATHER
A d people die all the tine.
DOM NI C
You' re not ol d.
FATHER
A d enough to die.
DOM NI C
So is everyone.
FATHER
| f everyone is dying, then so aml.
DOM NI C
Dad-
FATHER

|"mjust saying it wouldn't hurt you
to visit nore.

DOM NI C
(acknow edgi ng the roomn
It's a nice place.

FATHER
No, it's not. You're hardly touching
anyt hi ng.

DOM NI C
l"msitting dowmn, aren't 17?
FATHER
It wouldn't kill you to get

confort abl e.

DOM NI C
(obvi ously Ivying)
| "' m confort abl e.

Fat her gives Dom nic a | ook

DOM NI C
| don't need to be confortable. You're

11.



DOM NI C CONT' D
the one who submtted yourself in
here, not ne.

FATHER
So def ensi ve.

Fat her junps one of Dom nic checkers and takes it.

FATHER CONT' D

And still, maybe not defensive enough.
DOM NI C
s there a reason you wanted to see
me?
FATHER

You're ny son.
A prol onged pause

FATHER CONT' D
You used to enjoy visiting ne.

DOM NI C
Yeah, that was before you noved in
here and. ..
FATHER
And what ? Aged?
DOM NI C
| didn't say that.
FATHER
But you neant it.
DOM NI C
| woul d have used the word changed.
FATHER
| see you haven't, N cky
DOM NI C
If you' re going to shorten ny name, |
prefer Dom
FATHER

| called you Nicky way before Carter
started calling you Dom

12.
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DOM NI C
| prefer Dom

FATHER
Fine. But | can see you're trying to
change the topic.

There is a prolonged silence as the two continue to play
their gane. Father junps another one of Dom nic's checkers.

FATHER
There's not hing wong wth change.

DOM NI C
| know t hat .

FATHER
No, you don't. You didn't know it when
you were a kid and you don't know it

now.
DOM NI C

| didn't conme here for a | ecture.
FATHER

Whose | ecturing? We're playing

checkers.
DOM NI C

|'mshit at checkers.

FATHER
But it's a good distraction when you
need one. W used to play it when you
got sad as a kid.

Dom nic had forgotten this. The closeness with his father was
ni ce, but not sonething he was sure he is confortable with
yet.

FATHER CONT' D
(l'ight-hearted topic change)
You know, ny friend has a daughter who
recently noved into town. Maybe you
coul d show her around? Be her friend?

DOM NI C
|"'mnot twelve, dad. | don't need you
to set me up with sonmeone to hang out
with. | have friends.

(and anot her thi ng)



Fat her

DOM NI C CONT' D
Si nce when do you have friends?

FATHER
| have plenty of friends! Wiy do you
think I noved in here? Meeting people
my own age. Moving on

DOM NI C
You don't need to live in a retirenent
hone.

FATHER
Look, Nicky, I'mtired of sitting in
t hat house alone. I'mtired of not

recogni zi ng anyone in the
nei ghbor hood.

(1'i ght hearted)
Whose going to take care of nme, huh?
You? | don't think so. You can hardly
take care of yourself.

DOM NI C
| take care of nyself.

poi nt they have stopped pl ayi ng checkers.

DOM NI C CONT' D
|"mgetting better at it, | should
say.

FATHER
| get it. You and | aren't the sane.

You can't do change. |I'm not even sure

you can conprehend the passing of
time--

DOM NI C
| know about ti--

FATHER
" mnot arguing with you. Just |isten.
Peopl e changing is tough for you. You
don't like new relationships, | do.
Point is; we're different. That's
alright. That's okay. | just need you
to try.

DOM NI C
Try to understand your point of view?

14.

| ooks at Dom nic, not really believing him At this



FATHER
Three decades | tried to get you to
understand ny point of view. You're
never going to get my point of view
No, | need you to try to keep pushing.
| know you. You're well acquainted
with the end of the rope. Wien | don't
hear fromyou in a long tinme, | get
worried. | need you to do whatever you
need to do to just keep going.
What ever that nean for you, | don't
care. Just do what you need to do to
be happy, no matter the cost.

DOM NI C
No matter the cost.

They go back to pl ayi ng checkers
| NT. RETI REMENT HOME, ENTRANCE - EARLY AFTERNOON

Dom nic stands at the entrance of the retirenent hone,
to leave. Father is with Dom nic, wal king himout.

FATHER
How | ong are you planning to be in
t own.
DOM NI C
A whi | e.
FATHER
How long is a while?
DOM NI C
Long enough.
FATHER
Wiy is it you never want to tal k about
anyt hi ng?
DOM NI C
|"mokay with tal king, dad. | just

don't want to tal k about the things
you want to tal k about.

FATHER
Li ke checkers?

DOM NI C
Li ke nom

15.

about
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Fat her goes quiet. He knows it's true. They both know it's
true.

FATHER
The anniversary is com ng up.
DOM NI C
In a week or two.
FATHER
You don't renenber the exact date?
DOM NI C
| do.
FATHER
Wll, do you want to do sonething for
it?
DOM NI C

What ? No. Wiy would [?

FATHER
It's inportant.

DOM NI C
It's been over a decade, dad.

FATHER
That doesn't nean it doesn't hurt.

DOM NI C
"' mnot com ng down to a hone to
cel ebrate the day nom | eft us.

FATHER
Hey, hey, it's not a celebration. It's
just renmenbering.

DOM NI C
Don't worry. | renenber.

FATHER
Since your in town so nuch, | just
figured you m ght want to stop by.

DOM NI C
| don't.

FATHER
It's okay to be sad about it.
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DOM NI C
If it's what you need to do, do it.
|"mnot going to stop you. But |I'm
nmoving on. |1've noved on. | have ny
friends and they get ne. They're not
goi ng anywher e.

FATHER
Your friends will still be around if
your sad.

DOM NI C
Dad.

FATHER
Ckay. |I'Il drop it. But let nme know if
you change your m nd.

DOM NI C
Wl do.

FATHER

It was good seeing you, N c- Dom
Thanks for stopping by.

DOM NI C
Yeah.

FATHER
I'"d like for it to happen agai n soon.

DOM NI C
Yeah.

Domnic exits the building. Father stands there for a nonent,
a bit bumred. He then turns around and wal ks further into the
bui | di ng.
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ACT THREE

| NT. DOM NI C S APARTMENT- AFTERNOON
Dom nic lays on his bed and texts the group chat

DOM NI C
(text)
Anyone free?

Later - Domnic sits at his couch, flipping through his
channels. he is feeling restless and every tine he thinks he
has settled on a channel he |ikes, he changes it. He checks
to see if anyone nessaged back, they didn't.

LATER - Dominic is washing his dishes, he listens to nusic on
hi s phone while he does this. The dirty dishes are really
piled up.

LATER - Domnic lays on his bed and stares at the wall.

LATER - Dom nic texts the group chat on his phone.

DOM NI C
(text)
Checking in

He then proceeds to scroll through facebook market place.

LATER -- Domnic folds and puts away |aundry, sone of it
still looks dirty, but his roomhas been nessy for so | ong
it's good to get sonme of the stuff off of the floor.

LATER - Dom nic watches tv again. This tinme he checks his
phone every 5 seconds

LATER - Dom nic brushes his teeth. It's not so late that he
needs to brush themagain, but it's something to do. He
gurgles and spits. He | ooks at the clock. He |ooks at his

t oot hbrush, considering brushing his teeth again. He | ooks at
the group chat on his phone. No replies. He | ooks at hinself
himself in the mrror. He | ooks at the clock on the wall. It
reads 6:47 PM

DOM NI C
Alma's off work.

He wi pes the remaining toothpaste foamfromhis |ips and
heads out the door.
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EXT. ALMA'S CHI LDHOOD HOVE- EVEN NG

Dom nic, who has just parked his car, steps onto the | awn of
Alma's chil dhood hone. He wal ks to the front door and is
about to knock when Richie's truck pulls up. Dom nic watches
as Richie gets out and nmakes his way to Alma's door. Richie
sees Dom ni c.

RI CH E
Ch, hey Dom What are you doi ng here?

DOM NI C
| was about to ask you that.

RI CH E
Oh, yeah- uh, Alna texted nme. Invited
me over. Sane for you?

DOM NI C
No actually, | was just bored. | was
gonna see if she was free.

Ri chie, now at the stoop with Dom nic, |eans over him and
knocks on the door.

Rl CH E

Cool .
DOM NI C

Didn't know | interrupting plans.
Rl CH E

Not really plans. Al good.
Al ma opens the door

ALMA
Ri chi e!
(sees Dominic, off put but not
di sappoi nt ed)
And Dominic. Richie didn't say he was
bringi ng you. Hell o.

DOM NI C
Oh, no, yeah he didn't bring me. | was
just going to drop by. | didn't know
you had pl ans.

ALNA
Well, both of you please cone in. Take
of f your shoes. | just nade a sal ad.
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Everyone enters the house
| NT. ALMA' S CH LDHOOD HOVE- SECONDS LATER

To Domnic's relief, Alma's chil dhood hone hasn't changed.
Ri chie and Dom nic enter, taking off their shoes and | eaving
them by the door. They enter the living room

DOM NI C
Ww, your house hasn't changed a bit.

ALMA
|'maware. My parents |ike the way
their house |looks. | don't live here,
so who am | to conplain. Although,
have asked for themto change out the
twnin ny old bedroomto a queen.
That, of course, always turns into an
argunent about nme not visiting enough.

RI CH E
Where are your parents?

ALNMA
Qut with friends. lronic.

DOM NI C
It even snells the sane.

RI CH E
How ya doi ng, Al ma?

ALMA
I|"mslightly in nmy head at the nonent,
but | made a sal ad whi ch hel ped.

Ri chie and Dom nic nod their heads, acknow edgi ng

ALNA
Wul d you |ike sone sal ad?

DOM NI C
I'd Ii ke sone sal ad.

Ri chie sits on the couch, he gestures for Alma to sit with
hi m

RI CH E
Wiy are you in your head?

Alma sits with him Dom nic, not wanting to be the only one
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standing up, sits with them

ALMA
| "' mjust thinking about El eanor.
(1 ooks to Dom nic)
Sorry, Dom nic.

DOM NI C
Sorry me? Wiy sorry me?

ALMA
| know you're not a particular fan of
enoti onal conversati ons.

DOM NI C
I'mfine with enpti onal conversati ons.
Love 'em even.

ALNA
| was just given sone information that
puts ne in a strange headspace and |
needed soneone to speak wth.

DOM NI C
(playi ng down his worry)
| nf or mati on?

Rl CH E
You' ve got ne--us. So, speak.

ALMA
El eanor was rul ed as an overdose, but
| spoke with her parents recently-
nothing in depth, it was intended as a
condol ences, but we kept speaki ng and-

Alma cuts herself off, needing a nonent to think and process
what she is trying to say

DOM NI C
(this could be bad for him
And?
ALNVA

She just wasn't doing well.

RI CH E
Sorry, meani ng?

ALNA
She traveled all of the tinme, she did
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not |ive anywhere or have any cl ose
friends. She was just drifting.

DOM NI C
Yeah, but that's what she |iked, going
(rmocki ngly)
Were ever the wind takes her.

ALMA
| " munsure. Her parents spoke as if
she was sad, |onely. She wouldn't cal
for long periods of tinme. Wenever she
did visit them she woul d | ock herself
in her room She did not have anyt hing
st abl e.

DOM NI C
(getting a tad defensive)
We invited her out though? It's not
our fault she would show up | ate.

ALMA
It's nore conplicated than that.

Richie, trying to be conforting, puts an arm around Al ma and
pul |l s her in.

RI CH E
That's not your fault, Alma. W
haven't seen her in years. W didn't
know any of that.

DOM NI C
O course it's not our fault!

ALNA
" munsure. Benji was |ike that. He
woul d cl ose hinself off |ike that. And
| didn't do anything. | could have
reached out to Benji-- or to Eleanor.
But | didn't. And then they...

DOM NI C
El eanor didn't kill herself on
pur pose.

ALMA

You don't know t hat.

DOM NI C
Sure | do, remenber after Carter's



funeral she started tal k about a
(finger quotes)

“l'ife changing” trip she did on

nmushr oons? She experinmented wi th drugs

before. She probably just did it

agai n.

ALNA
| feel a bit sick.

RI CH E
Al ma, do you wanna keep tal ki ng about
or do you want a distraction? W can
do either.

ALMA
| think...l think | would like to
continue tal king about it. | don't
want to feel the way | did after
Benji. | don't want to spiral again
RI CH E
Ckay, so we'll talk.
DOM NI C

| just think that if we stick
together, nothing like that is going
t o happen agai n.

ALNA
May be.

DOM NI C
| f we becone as close as we were in
school, no one is ever going to feel
alone. We'll just ride it out
t oget her.

RI CH E
Maybe we should let Al ma tal k about
how she feels about it.

DOM NI C
(this hangout is not going |like he
want ed)
That's fine. | think I'"mgoing to go
home anyways. | |ike envotional
talk...l just, uh, have stuff to do

SO. ..

23.
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ALNA
Thanks for comng to say hello,
Domnic. It was really thoughtful

RI CH E
Yeah. See you, Dom

Dom nic gets off the couch and exits
INT. DOMNIC S CAR- A FEW M NUTES LATER

Domnic sits in the drivers seat of his car. It is stil
parked on the side street of Alma's house. H's phone sits in
t he passenger seat, upside down. He stares through the w nd
shield, not fully processing anything. Hi's phone begins to
ring. He snaps out of it, catching a glinpse of hinself in
his rear view mrror.

DOM NI C
(unsure)
It's all good.

Domnic turns to |l ook at Alma's house, the phone continues to
ring.

DOM NI C S POV

Through Alma's wi ndow, Al ma can be seen (clearly enotional)
and Richie brings her close and hugs her.

END POV

Domi nic picks up his ringing phone and sees it's a call from
his dad. He declines it and puts the phone down. He | ooks

back to the house at Alma and Richie still hugging.
DOM NI C
(obvi ously mad, but trying to push
it down)
Richie. ..

(m m cking Richie)
See you, Dom

(back to self)
Apparently not. Apparently we're just
pushi ng people away when it's
conveni ent .

DOM S POV

Dom nic | ooks at hinself through the rearview mrror. Only
his eyes are showing in the glass. It's very quiet.
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DOM NI C CONT' D
have to do everything nyself.
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I've Got Friends In Low Places

By

Flora-King Smith



ACT ONE
INT. WORK BREAK ROOM -DAY

Dominic sits in the break room at his office. He is eating a
sandwich he packed for himself and texting on his phone.
Camera shows the conversation he is having on the group text
with Monty, Rome, Eleanor, and Alma. The following is that
text conversation:

ALMA
(via text)

Yes, well that's because you don't
have allergies.

MONTY
(via text)
I have allergies. I'm just strong
enough to surpass them.

ALMA
(via text)
I would not call ignoring lactose
intolerance strong.

ROME
(via text)
Yeah. And from what I remember you
definitely did not surpass them.

DOMINIC
(via text)
Do you remember that camping trip we
went on?

ALMA
(via text)
Please don't remind me.

MONTY
(via text)
Remind you? I'm the one who had to go
through that without toilet paper.

ROME
(via text)
And Eleanor tried to hitchhike to the
nearest gas station to get you some.

The chat stops texting for a while. Dominic stares at his
phone. Waiting.



ROME
(via text)
Sorry. I didn't mean to make everyone
uncomfortable.

ALMA
(via text)
No, no, Rome you didn't.

MONTY
(via text)
Yeah, we j-

Before Dominic can finish reading the the text a coworker
clears their throat. Dominic looks up to them, waiting for a
response. The coworker nods to the empty seat next to
Dominic. Dominic doesn't acknowledge this. Coworker sits
down. There is a silence as Dominic looks back to his phone.

COWORKER
So, how is your week going?

DOMINIC
(looks up, annoyed)
What?

COWORKER
Your week, how is it going?

DOMINIC
Fine.

Dominic goes back to his phone. Coworker starts eating their
lunch. It's quiet. Coworker tries again.

COWORKER
You know, I was watching the home
improvement channel the other night
and-

DOMINIC
Do we know each other?

COWORKER
Well, no. I guess not. I'm new here
and it's my lunch break too. I saw you
sitting here alone and just figured
maybe we could both use some company.

DOMINIC
Okay. Well I already have company.



(gestures to his phone)
So, I'm just going to go eat in my
car.

Dominic gets up and exits the break room.
INT. DOMINIC'S APARTMENT- LATE AFTERNOON

Dominic is laying on the couch of his living room. It's
significantly cleaner than when we last saw it. Almost like
he's been taking care of it...and himself. He is on his phone
again, texting the group chat.

DOMINIC TEXT
(being typed out)
That's so funny because-

He gets a phone call from Monty. He waits a second, clears
his throat, and sits up. He answers.

MONTY
(over phone)
Hello?
DOMINIC
Hey!
MONTY

(over phone)
What are you doing right now?

DOMINIC
Got off work an hour ago. What's up?

MONTY
(over phone)
Just seeing what your schedule is like
tomorrow?

DOMINIC
I'm free. Why?

MONTY
(over phone)
You free to grab some coffee then?

DOMINIC
Just the us? You don't want to invite
everybody?



MONTY
(over phone)
Eh, I think Rome has work. And Alma
and Richie are already doing something
together.

DOMINIC
Why don't we just join them then?

MONTY
(over phone)
I think it would be weird to impede on
their plans.

DOMINIC
Oh.

MONTY
(over phone)
So, cool if it's just us. I'd like to
see you again before everyone heads
out?

DOMINIC
Heads out?

MONTY
(over phone)
Like back home to their lives.

DOMINIC
Maybe everyone stays a little longer?

MONTY
(overphone, laughs)
Yeah, I'm sure they would all love
that. Anyway, we're on for tomorrow,
yeah? Text me what time you're free
and we can figure this out.

DOMINIC
Sounds good.

MONTY
(over phone)
Yeah, sure. See you tomorrow.

DOMINIC
For sure.



MONTY
(over phone)
Bye, Dom.
DOMINIC
Bye, Monty.

Dominic waits for Monty to hang up. He then goes to his room
and starts picking and laying out his clothes for the next
day.



ACT TWO
INT. VARIOUS - MORNING

Dominic is in his car, pulling up to the parking lot of his
old high school. His phone is on speaker, ringing. It goes to
voice mail. Alma's voicemail comes out the speaker as he
parks.

ALMA
(voicemail)
Hello, you have reached Alma Kaur,
sorry I couldn't pick up the phone.
Leave your name and number so I can
get back to you as quickly as
possible.

Dominic rolls his eyes and picks up the phone

DOMINIC
Hey, Alma. I heard you were doing
something with Richie today. I tried
calling him and he didn't pick up
either. Let me know when you're free.
I would like to get together.

Dominic hangs up the phone, pockets it and gets out of the
car. He walks to and enters his old high school. It's pretty
empty. Everyone must be in class. It looks different; older.
Like it hasn't been well taken care of, but still functional.
All of the posters that hang on the walls are different. The
locker colors have been changed too. He walks around for
awhile, taking everything. He walks past a classroom and sees
the small plague by it that reads "Mr. Foster". Dom peaks
thought the windowed door to see the room is empty. He smiles
and enters. He begins looking around the room, peaking into a
metal closet and looking through the items within it. He
stops when he hears a voice.

MR. FOSTER
Can I help you?

Dominic turns around to face Mr. Foster, an older man who
dresses very well put together

DOMINIC
Yes, sorry I was just looking for-
(he recognizes the man)
Mr. Foster?



MR. FOSTER
Yes, that would be me. And you are?

DOMINIC
It's Dominic.

Mr. Foster looks at him, waiting for more clarification

DOMINIC
Dominic Sullivan. I used to be a
student here. You were my favorite
teacher.

MR. FOSTER
(still not completely sure)
Oh yes, Mr. Sullivan. Good to see you
again. How are you?

DOMINIC
I'm doing pretty well, sir. Thank you.
And yourself?

MR. FOSTER
Never better, never better. What
brings you back to school, young man?

DOMINIC
Well, I'm in town for a funeral. A
friend of mine died, but we went here
together so I guess I'm feeling
nostalgic.

MR. FOSTER
I'm sorry for your loss.

DOMINIC
Yeah. It was Carter.
(realizing he should clarify)
Stephens. Carter Stephens.

Mr. Foster remembers who Carter Stephens is and by relation,
who Dominic is.

MR. FOSTER
Oh, Mr. Stephens. He was a fine young
man. Always so involved in class and
passionate. That's quite the loss.

DOMINIC
Yeah, well.



a pause

DOMINIC
So, why is no one here? Shouldn't you
be teaching class? It's 10:30.

MR. FOSTER
I don't teach until third periods now.
Early morning classes just don't work
for the old schedule anymore.

DOMINIC
Really? You used to be such a morning
person.

MR. FOSTER
I certainly had the energy back then.

DOMINIC

I remember once Monty was late to
class.

(he laughs a bit)
And you spent the first 30 minutes of
class lecturing us on the
irreversibility and fragility of time.
It was ironic because we were
completely wasting valuable class
time.

MR. FOSTER
I remember. Students started coming it
late more often after that.

DOMINIC
Yeah, I think they wanted to get
another lecture and waste more class
time.

MR. FOSTER
That seems to be a common theme
through the years.

DOMINIC

It's a complicated thing because if
you wait too long you'll be marked as
absent, but there is a small window of
time between tardy and absent and it
became a sort of game to see how close
you could come. I tried to beat Bret
Brockman's time once. I didn't last a
minute, Carter got me to class just as



the bell rung.

MR. FOSTER
He was quite the punctual young man.

DOMINIC
He loved school for whatever reason.
No offense.

MR. FOSTER
None taken.

DOMINIC
I mean I loved it too, the lunch parts
and the hanging out with friends
parts. But he loved all of it. He
would get everyone together for study
sessions, but I was always so
clueless. It just turned in to him
tutoring me. He didn't mind though.
And we would have sodas and popcorn
and it was fun. He was fun.

MR. FOSTER
You'll have to excuse me, after so
many years I tend to get things mixed
up, but was he the student that used
my microwave to make burnt popcorn?

DOMINIC
(remembering, laughing)
Oh yeah! I forgot about that. He
brought a bag of popcorn for lunch.
You let him use it. The whole first
floor smelled burnt for hours.

MR. FOSTER
(chuckles)
I had to take the microwave out of the
building to air it out.

the school bell rings

MR. FOSTER
It seems my class is starting soon.

DOMINIC
I get it. I actually have to go to.
I'm getting coffee with my friend,
Monty. I'm not sure you remember her.



Dominic and Mr. Foster begin walking to the door. At the
door, Dominic stops.

MR. FOSTER
It's all coming back to me now. Be
sure to tell her I said hi.

DOMINIC
I will. But they live here you know,
I'm sure he could stop by any time.

MR. FOSTER
Well, if she is to stop by, tell her
sooner rather than later. This is my
last year of teaching.

DOMINIC
(the smile drops from his face)
What?

MR. FOSTER
I'm finally retiring.

DOMINIC
You can't do that?

MR. FOSTER
I'm sorry?

DOMINIC
(catching himself)
Sorry, I mean you shouldn't do that.
The students will miss you.

MR. FOSTER
That's very kind, but I'm sure they
can live without me. I'm just excited
to spend some time with my wife.

DOMINIC
That's great Mr. Foster, but-

MR. FOSTER
It's been great catching up with you,
Mr. Sullivan, but it's the students
job to be late to class, not mine.

DOMINIC
Yeah. Sorry.
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MR. FOSTER
Bye now.

DOMINIC
Yeah, bye.

Dominic turns and leaves, walking quickly through the school
and to his car. His mood has changed. He gets in the car,
buckles, and checks the time. He is meeting Monty soon. He
looks in his rear view and straightens himself out, fixing is
collar and hair. He drives away.

INT. COFFEE SHOP - AFTERNOON

Dominic sits alone at a table. He is drinking a coffee and
looks around. Nothing. he checks his watch and his phone.
This can't be happening again. He pulls up his messages and
goes to text Monty. The door to the shop rings and Monty
enters. Dominic waves him down and they smile and sit.

MONTY
Hey, Dom. I am so sorry about being
late.

DOMINIC

Ten minutes.

MONTY
I know. Again sorry, I thought I would
remember the route over here. I should
have used a GPS.

DOMINIC
Oh.

MONTY
But thanks for meeting up, I
appreciate it.

DOMINIC
Absolutely, man. How are you?

MONTY
I think I'm alright. I'll be doing
better once I get some coffee and
something to eat.

DOMINIC
Doesn't coffee make you anxious?
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MONTY
Oh wow, I can't believe you remember
that.

DOMINIC

I'm a steel trap.

MONTY
It used to, yeah. But now I drink it
all the time. I'm sorta most
productive at night, which screws up
my sleep schedule.

DOMINIC
Huh. I did not think you would become
a coffee person.

MONTY
Honestly, me neither. I completely
blame it on Des.

DOMINIC
Huh?

MONTY
Oh, Des loves coffee.

DOMINIC
Who?

The bell to the coffee shop doors ring again. Des enters and
Monty waves him over. Dominic looks confused.

Note: Des is a tall white male with a dorky dad energy

DES
Parking is a mess out there today.

MONTY
(To Des)
Thanks for letting me out early. I
just couldn't be any more late.

DES
Sure thing

MONTY
(To Dominic)
Dominic, you remember my husband Des.
(to Des)
I'm going to order. Do you want
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MONTY CONT'D
anything?

DES
A croissant sounds good.

MONTY
Cool, I'll be right back.

Alma goes to the counter to order. Des does the head nod
thing to Dominic.

DES
Nice to officially meet you, Dom. Can
I call you Dom?

DOMINIC
What?

DES
I'm Desmond. Well, Monty calls me Des.
Actually, everyone calls me Des.

DOMINIC
Yeah. Sorry, I grabbed a table with
only two seats. I didn't know anyone
else is coming.

DES
It's no sweat, I'll just take this
chair.

Des pulls an empty seat from a nearby empty table and sits in
it..

DOMINIC
Oh I-

DES
Sorry to crash your party. But with
the kids in school and my lunch break
lining up at the same time, I felt the
urge to join.

DOMINIC
Kids?

DES
Yeah, Sadie and Aria. I'm sure Monty
mentioned them before.



DOMINIC
No, I uh, I don't think so.

Monty hears this as they walk back. She sits.

MONTY
I definitely have.
(they shows Dominic their phone
lock screen)
They're my lock screen.

DOMINIC
Sorry, I don't remember. I didn't even
know you have a husband.

MONTY
I pointed him out to you at Carter's
funeral.
Dominic shrugs
DES

I was going to come to Eleanor's too,
but when Monty described it; it
sounded intimate.

MONTY
(to Dominic)
You seriously don't remember?

DES
It's no sweat. I just have one of
those faces.

DOMINIC
So, marriage and kids?

MONTY
And a job I actually like. Kinda the
dream.

DOMINIC

I didn't know you wanted kids.

MONTY
Neither did I and then I did. You
would love them.

DOMINIC
I'm not really a kid person. I don't
have anything against them, but we



15.

DOMINIC CONT'D
don't really click.

MONTY
Oh yeah, you've always kinda been like
that.
DOMINIC
Yeah.
(laughs)

Do you remember that one time, I think
it was sophomore year when I tried to
become a babysitter? From what Rome
and E1 were telling me the job payed
pretty well, for a highschooler
anyway. And I go to the Fredrickson's
house. And I completely blow it? I let
them do whatever they want. I could
not get those guys to go to bed. I
think one of them broke a window?
Obviously, I got fired. It's funny to
think about now though.

DES
That sounds like something Sadie, our
oldest, did. She was drawing in the
kitchen and she overheats easily so
she had to open a window. So many bugs
got into the house that day. It wasn't
her fault though, she didn't know we
had taken the screen to get it
replaced.

Monty and Des laugh at this. Dominic does not get the joke.

DOMINIC
Did she break the window trying to get
the bugs out or something?

MONTY
No? Why would you say that?

DOMINIC
Because, well because he said it
reminded him of my shitty babysitting
story. I guess I just figured there
would be broken glass.

MONTY
There were windows involved in both
stories.
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DES
No, no broken glass. Thank goodness.

MONTY
We couldn't handle the bill.

DES
I'm not worried about that. Your
business is really taking off. You've
got a good amount of clients.

MONTY
Des, you're shoehorning my job into
conversation again.

DES
I can't help it.
(to Dominic)
They do freelance graphic design. Last
year, he lands this big client. It's
really taken off since.

Dominic has truly no idea how to respond to this.

BARISTA
Freeman.

MONTY
That's me. I'll be right back.

Monty goes to get the food and drink. Dominic and Des sit in
awkward silence for a moment.

DOMINIC
Freeman. So, she kept her last name.

DES
Yeah and I don't blame them. Something
about "Monty Johnson" just doesn't
sound right.

Dominic nods. They sits in silence again until Monty comes
back with a coffee, bagel, and croissant in hand. He give Des
the croissant and sits down. Des begins eating.

MONTY
What did I miss?

DOMINIC
You kept your last name.



MONTY
I did, yes. I love Des, but I also
love my name. Why pick and choose?

DOMINIC

(jokingly)
You sound like Rome.

Monty looks at him confused, not getting it

MONTY
Like you're being indecisive. And Rome
is indecisive. So I'm asking you if
your them because you share a similar
trait.

MONTY
Is Rome indecisive?

DOMINIC
Yeah. Cause remember when they took
three different electives because they
couldn't just pick one. And how they
had a lunch plan, but still brought
food from home so they could have
both?

MONTY
Huh, guess I must have forgotten about
that. But they must be decisive now
with the whole getting their PHD.

DOMINIC
What?

MONTY
Rome is getting their PHD in
horticulture.

DOMINIC
What's that?

DES
(still chewing)
It's the study of plants and stuff.

DOMINIC
I didn't know that.

DES
Yeah, that's why I just told you.

17.
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DOMINIC
No, I mean I didn't know they were
getting their PHD.

MONTY
I'm sure they mentioned it.

DOMINIC
When?
MONTY
I think when we were at the gas
station.
DOMINIC
Oh.
DES

Don't feel bad, Dom. Grief is
complicated and sometimes it can be so
strong you forget to focus on anything
else.

Monty smiles at Des lovingly

DOMINIC
I just remember talking about that one
drunken board game night the first
semester of junior year.

MONTY
Yes, well, we talked about that too.

DOMINIC
That was so fun. Looking back, I'm
pretty sure Carter was the only one
who got the rules.

Des checks his watch. Dominic notices this and is a little
offended.

DOMINIC
Is everything okay?

DES
What? Oh yeah, it's just pick up time
for the girls is at three and I don't
want to lose track of time.

DOMINIC
It's one.
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DES
One seventeen.

DOMINIC
You have over an hour.

DES
I know, I know. It's just Aria has
dance right after and the traffic can
get so bad. She's an amazing dancer
though. Only five and she can plié.
All while getting stars on her
homework.

DOMINIC
Stars?

Note: When Monty and Des talk about their kids, Dominic eyes
seem to glaze over

MONTY
She's five, they're not giving her
grades yet.

DOMINIC

But she's getting homework?

DES
We're just running with it.

MONTY
Although she is struggling with making
friends. That's why we put her in
dance in the first place.

DES
We don't know why. She is so sweet.

MONTY
We're hoping that we could introduce
her to Richie's kids. Maybe it would
be easier if she knew her parents were
already friends with the other child's
parents.

DOMINIC
(surprise)
Richie has kids?

MONTY
Well no, not yet. But he wants to be a
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MONTY CONT'D
dad one day.

DOMINIC
Since when has Richie wanted kids?

MONTY
Couple years now, at least that's what
I think he said.

DOMINIC
How did I not know this?
(trying to play off that this news
upsets him)
Are you guys having secret meetings
without me?

MONTY
No, he mentioned at the funeral.

DES
Like I said, grief can make it hard to
process new information.

There is a prolonged uncomfortable silence. Monty checks his
phone and then looks at the door.

MONTY
Shit, time flies.

DOMINIC
What? Is everything alright?

MONTY
Yeah, everything is fine. I just over
scheduled myself for the day. I'm so
unorganized.

DOMINIC
Do you need to go?

MONTY
(to Des)
Fifteen more minutes.

DES
If we drive fast.

DOMINIC
We could also hang out tomorrow?
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MONTY
I'm working all day and I'm seeing
Richie after. We can do fifteen more
minutes though.

DOMINIC
I could third wheel?

MONTY
I'd invite you, but Richie is the one
who invited me out. You could text him
though.

DES
Oh, Richie is such a nice guy.

DOMINIC
Yeah, seems like it.

DES
You all have a great crew. Speaking of
crew's Sadie and Aria...

Des continues talking, but his voice faces out.

CLOSE UP ON DOMINIC'S FACE LOOKING UNCOMFORTABLE AND A LITTLE
PISSED OFF.

EXT. COFFEE SHOP - AFTERNOON.

Monty and Dominic stand outside the coffee shop. Des joins,
shutting the shop door behind them.

DES
Thanks for letting me join, Dom. I had
a blast. I felt like I was apart of
your little group.

DOMINIC
Yeah.

MONTY
It appreciate you making time in your
schedule.

DOMINIC

Always, I make time for my friends.

MONTY
Yeah, it's a nice little going away
present.



Des exits

DOMINIC
Wait, what? Going away?

DES
(to Monty)
I'm going to bring the car around,
babes.

MONTY
(To Des)
Cool, thank you.

DOMINIC
What do you mean going away?

MONTY
Well, the funerals are over, Dom. We
have to go back to our lives.

DOMINIC
Are you done grieving?

MONTY
No, no of course not. Eleanor and
Carter were an important part of a
chapter in my life. But the world
doesn't care if you're grieving, it
expects you to go on.

DOMINIC
So, what? Everyone is leaving town?

MONTY
They have lives to attend to. Are you
planning on staying?

DOMINIC
I was thinking about it. I only live
two hours away.

MONTY
Two hours?

DOMINIC
What about you and Rome? You guys live
here.

MONTY
I don't know what Rome is up to. They

22.
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MONTY CONT'D
might want to leave after they
graduate.

DOMINIC
And you?

MONTY
I mean, I live here. If you want we
can always still hang when I have the
time.

DOMINIC
The time?

MONTY
Yeah, I've got a job and a family. But
I can still make time.

Des pulls up in a car and rolls down the window.

DES
All good to go?

MONTY
(to Des)
All good.
(to Dominic)
Maybe we could plan a dinner or
something?

Dominic looks a bit defeated

DOMINIC
Yeah.

MONTY
See you later?

DOMINIC
Yeah. Later.

Monty gets int he car with Des. She waves from the passenger
side as both he and Des drive away. Dominic stands alone.

INT. DOMINIC'S APARTMENT- LATE AFTERNOON

Dominic paces in his apartment, stressed. He goes to his room
and checks his calendar, the past week was filled with plans,
but the upcoming months are all empty. He takes out his phone
and texts the group chat.
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DOMINIC
(via text)
Hey guys. Was talking to Monty. He
suggested a going away dinner.
Thoughts?

He stares at his phone waiting for a response. He stares and
time passes, no reply. He turns on his ringer and pulls out a
book from the shelf. He starts reading it, trying to distract
himself. Every few seconds he checks his phone. He sits. He
gets a notification. Finally.

ALMA
(via text)
That could be nice.

MONTY
(via text)
Unsurprisingly, I'm down.

Dominic smiles down at his phone.

DOMINIC
(via text)
Great. We can do it at mine.

ALMA
(via text)
Respectfully, I don't think I want to
drive for that long.

ROME
(via text)
We can do it at mine.

DOMINIC
Richie?

bubble. bubble. bubble. It disappears.

DOMINIC
(via text)
Are you down?

RICHIE
(via text)

Yeah. Depending on the time.

Dominic rolls his eyes.
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DOMINIC
(via text)
When are you free?

RICHIE
(via text)
Let me check. I'll get back to you.

Dominic puts his phone down. Then, another notification.
Richie texted the chat again.

RICHIE
(via text)
I'm about to go one an evening hike.
Anyone interested?

ALMA
(via text)
I would love to, but I can't tonight.
I'm really sorry.

ROME
(via text)
I'm exhausted.

MONTY
(via text)
Kids. Sorry.

Dominic looks at his empty calendar and then at Richie's
text. He has an idea.

DOMINIC
(via text)
Yeah, I'm busy too.

RICHIE
(via text)
Solo, it is.

Dominic pockets his phone, grabs his bag and jacket and heads
out the door.
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ACT FOUR
EXT. OUTSIDE HIKING TRAIL -EARLY EVENING

Richie stands between the entrance to a hiking trail and a
gravel parking lot. His truck is parked in the parking lot
and he has his foot propped up on a stone bench, he is tying
his shoes. Another car pulls into the lot, Dominic's car. It
parks and Dominic steps out.

RICHIE
I thought you weren't coming?

DOMINIC
I changed my mind.
(a beat)
I thought you hated working out.

As this conversation continues, Dom locks his car and
approaches Richie. Richie finishes tying his shoe.

RICHIE
I used too, yeah. Dysphoria will do
that to you.

DOMINIC
Oh.

RICHIE
Don't get me wrong though, I'm not
waking up at 4 am for a predawn jog or
anything.

DOMINIC
That's a relief.

RICHIE
Thanks for coming, man. Don't tell
anyone this, but the woods at night
kind of freak me out.

DOMINIC
(laughs)
I've got you, Richie. Don't worry.

EXT. HIKING TRAIL IN WOODS-EVENING

Richie and Dominic are walking through the woods, it's clear
they have been out here for some time.



RICHIE
Which is why I chose to live in
Vermont, I guess.

DOMINIC
(feigning interest)
Oh yeah...cool.

RICHIE
I'm not shutting up. Sorry. I'm just
in a good place right now and I'm
riding it out.

DOMINIC
Yeah. I noticed you've been hanging
out with everyone a lot more recently.

RICHIE
I know. I didn't expect it either. But
everyone has really changed and grown
into themselves. It's been nice to
reconnect one on one.

DOMINIC
It's weird, we used to always hang out
as a group.

RICHIE
I think that's what made me think I
wasn't a people person for so long.
But it turns out I do really well when
it's less people.

Dominic is uncomfortable and doesn't know what to say to
this.

RICHIE

You know, I was planning on leaving
town as soon as possible, but Alma's
birthday is coming up. Would it be
weird if I got her a gift or did
something with her before I left?

(he laughs to himself)
I probably have to. If not for
anything else then to make up for the
last time we celebrated.

DOMINIC
Oh yeah! Are you talking about the
drill heads?
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RICHIE starts laughing

RICHIE
A bag of loose drill heads. Why? Why
did I do that? Why did you let me do
that?

DOMINIC
We found them at the thrift, thought
it was funny.

RICHIE
Funny? I didn't realize it was funny.
I had the biggest crush on her back
then. I panicked!

DOMINIC
And she was so confused. Didn't she
think you had been stealing them
individually?

RICHIE
That would have taken years to get
that many individually.

DOMINIC
And she didn't even own a drill.

They both start laughing. Dominic seems to reconsider
something in his head.

RICHIE
My work friend is a total home self
improvement nut. I bet she could name
each drill head in that bag,
individually without batting an eye.
Actually, I think Alma and her would
get along pretty well.

At the mention of a new friend, Dominic's face sours.
DOMINIC

Yeah. I'm sure Alma would love
Vermont.

RICHIE, confused about the tone shift, thinks for a moment
RICHIE

Listen, Dom...I didn't mean anything
by it. I was just saying.



DOMINIC
Neither did I. I'm sure Vermont is
great.

RICHIE
Obviously, it's not because every time
I mention it, you get pissed off.

DOMINIC
Maybe you just mention it all the
time.

RICHIE
It's where I live! You want to
reconnect so bad, I'm telling you
about my life.

DOMINIC
That's not reconnecting. That has
nothing to do with me or the friend
group or high school.

RICHIE
Are you kidding? Not this again.

DOMINIC
You're not putting in the effort to
keep this friend group together.

RICHIE
I'm hanging out with people, aren't I?

DOMINIC
Not the right way.

RICHIE
So there's a right way?

DOMINIC
Yeah. As a group.

RICHIE
A group? What group? We haven't talked
in over a decade.

DOMINIC
Fuck you.

RICHIE
I don't know what more you want from
me, Dom? Carter is dead. Eleanor is

29.



dead. And every thing in me is
screaming to get the fuck out of this
town, but I'm still fucking here. So
what more do you want?

DOMINIC
You don't get it.

RICHIE
No, you don't get it.

DOMINIC
Get what? Not wanting to hang out?

RICHIE
It's just more complicated than that!

DOMINIC
You keep saying that, but you're not
explaining anything.

RICHIE
Sometimes you make me feel like I
never left high school!

DOMINIC
So? High school was great!

RICHIE
No, it wasn't. Not for me. I was
closeted to my parents and dysphoric
as all hell. I was fucking miserable,
Dom.

DOMINIC
Okay, but how is that our fault?

RICHIE
See, I knew you wouldn't get it.

DOMINIC
Didn't we help?

RICHIE

Listen, it's not any of your faults,
but when I look at you guys I feel
like you see me wrong. Like you're
looking at a fifteen year old version
of me. I want to be someone who can
just move on, but that's not who I am
right now. Being here, it just makes

30.
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me feel stuck in the past. I need to
move on, dude.

DOMINIC
But you're happy enough with Alma and
everyone.

RICHIE

I'm trying. Isn't that what you want?

DOMINIC
Well, I never see you.

RICHIE
Because you're impossible to hang out
with! Every time we see each other we
just argue! We're completely different
people!

Dominic is quiet for a long while. He has decided to go
through with the plan. They walk in silence for a short
period. Eventually they reach a clearing with cliffside above
a river. They walk toward the edge and look out and the
night, Richie is standing a little bit in front of Dominic.

RICHIE
(trying to break the tension)
As much as I want to get out of here,
I can admit that this view is worth
missing.

Dominic scoffs under his breath

RICHIE CONT'D
Listen, Dom, man what we used to all
have in high school was good. It was
was we needed at the time, but maybe
we need something else now. And that's
okay too.

DOMINIC
I don't need anything else.

RICHIE
Okay. So, so you don't. I do. All of
us are just trying to keep going. I'll
do what I need to do and you do what
you need to do.

DOMINIC
Okay. I will.
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Richie turns to face Dominic, believing they have reached a
compromise, he smiles. Dominic smiles back. Then, he pushes
Richie. Richie falls from the cliff from an immense height
and into the water. RIP Richie.

END EPISODE
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I NT. DOM NI C S ROOM MORNI NG

Dom nic groggily wakes up in bed. The Iight shows though his
curtains as he feels around his bedside table for his phone.
It's nearly 11 AM He goes to check his texts to see if
anyone has found Richie's body. They haven't. He | ooks
confused, but ultimately decides it's not a big deal. He
clears the notification and gets ready for the day.

| NT. OFFI CE BREAK ROOM  AFTERNCON

Dominic sits in the enpty office break roomeating a
sandwi ch. Hi s phone sits on the table and begins vibrating.
He looks at it to see a facetinme call fromhis dad. He
declines. It is silent again and he eats his sandw ch. The
phone starts up with another dad facetinme call. This tine
Dom ni ¢ answers.

SPLI'T SCREEN

FATHER
Hey, there he is.

DOM NI C
Dad. Since when do you use facetine?

FATHER
| thought | would check in about
t onor r ow?

DOM NI C
VWhat ?

FATHER
The anniversary. | wanted to see if
you changed your m nd.

DOM NI C
| didn't

FATHER
Okay. Well, | was just checking. |
know t hat can get | onely.

DOM NI C
Vll, you' ve got a building full of
peopl e. You won't be al one.



FATHER
| wasn't tal king about ne.

DOM NI C
Ckay.

FATHER
It's just good to renmenber. Reflect.
You can't let it fester. It's not good
for you.

DOM NI C
| get it, dad.

FATHER
You used to never want to spend it
al one.

DOM NI C
Well, nomleft and Carter went
comat ose. Maybe | was neant to.

FATHER
Don't say that.

DOM NI C
Look, dad there's nothing else to say.
We | oved her, she left us, the end.
That story finished years ago.

FATHER
She | oved you too, you know.

DOM NI C
(ignoring that statenent)
Yeah well either way | have pl ans
tomorrow so | can't.

FATHER
Toni ght then?
DOM NI C
| have plans tonight too.
FATHER
Wth who?
DOM NI C

Fri ends.



FATHER
And t hat makes you happy? You're
feeling good.

DOM NI C
| " m doi ng great, yeah. W' re having
di nner.
FATHER
As long as you're not spending the
anni versary alone, | trust you.
DOM NI C
Okay. I'Il talk to you later.
FATHER

"Il hold you to that.

Dom ni ¢ hangs up the phone. He slunps back in his seat,
feeling a bit deflated. He starts packing up his sandw ch, no
| onger hungry.

I NT. CGROCERY STORE- LATE AFTERNOON

Domnic is in the frozen aisle of the grocery store,
shoppi ng. He stops and open the door of the frozen
veget abl es, he thinks to hinself for a nonent. He takes out
hi s phone and texts the group chat.

DOM NI C
(via text)
Hey guys, shopping for that dinner
menti oned before. Any requests.

He stares at his phone and waits for a response, stil
hol di ng the vegetable refrigerator open. Finally, he gets a
response.

MONTY
(text)
Is this a pot luck kinda thing, or do
you have it handl ed?

ALNA
(text)
| would | ove to bring sonething.

ROVE
(text)
| don't knowif I'Il have tine to
bri ng sonet hi ng.



MONTY
(text)
| can do like a sal ad?

DOM NI C
(text)
Can | just make burgers? Is that fine?
Monty, Rone, and Alma all |eave a thunbs up reaction on

Domnic's text. Dom nic begins typing again, but is
i nterrupted.

DES
You shoul d probably close the fridge
door .

Dom ni ¢ | ooks up to see Des

DOM NI C
Oh, yeah. My bad.

Dom ni ¢ cl oses the door.

DES
Good to see you, Dom How are you?

Domi ni ¢ | ooks confused for a nonent, once again forgetting
about Des's existence. Des notices this.

DES CONT' D
Des. Monty's husband.

DOM NI C
Oh, yeah. Fine.

DES
Good to hear it. Good to hear it.

Anwkwar d sil ence

DES
Vell, it's my turn to grocery shop.
(he gestures to his cart)
Al ways so nuch food to buy.

DOM NI C
Yeah, so it seens.

DES
(obvi ously baiting sonething)
Sooo, are you shopping for yourself or



DES CONT' D
do you have an event com ng up?

DOM NI C
| "' m guessing Monty nentioned the
di nner ?
DES
They absolutely did! I'"'mreal excited

for it too?

DOM NI C
(surprised to hear Des is com ng)
You are?
DES

Absol utely. Haven't had a night out in
a while, and I"'mexcited to get to
know you and the rest of Mnty's
friends better.

DOM NI C
Yeah. ..
(pauses to think)
What about your ki ds?

DES
What about enf

DOM NI C
Are you just going to | eave them
al one?

DES

No way! No, we've found a babysitter.
She seens ni ce enough.

DOM NI C

Oh.
DES

Very thoughtful of you to ask though.
DOM NI C

Yeah. | guess | just--

Des's phone begins to ring.

DES
Do you mind if | pick that up?



DOM NI C
Be ny guest.

DES
It will only be a m nute.

Dom ni ¢ nods. Des picks up the phone and gives Dom nic the
"one nonment" gesture. As Des starts tal king on the phone,
Domi nic uses this as an excuse to get away.

EXT. GROCERY STORE CHECK OUT - LATE AFTERNOON
Domi nic is finishing up checking his food out at the |ine.

CASH ER
Good aft er noon.

DOM NI C
(realizing who it is, obviously
di spl eased)
Ch. Hi

CASHI ER
Nice to see you again

DOM NI C
You recogni ze me?

CASH ER
You're here a | ot

DOM NI C
| ' m here a nornal anount.

CASH ER
Four tines a week.

DOM NI C
You count it? You nust have a | ot of
free tine.

CASHI ER
Says the man who cones here four tines
a week.

DOM NI C
| eat a lot.

CASHI ER
You never buy mnuch.



DOM NI C
Okay. Have a nice day.

Domi ni ¢ pushes his cart towards the exit. He is alnost there

when he hears a voice behind him Note:

unl ess stated

ot herwi se, Dom ni c seens di sengaged t hroughout this

conversation

DES
Dom ni c! Wi t!

Damm, Des caught up and is quickly approachi ng Dom nic while
carrying several reusable bags full of groceries. Domnic
stops and turns around forcing a smle on his face.

DOM NI C
Yeah?
DES
You slipped away from ne.
- DOM NI C
(1ying) _
Yeah...| didn't want to interrupt your
phone call.
DES
Ch, no way. It was just Monty.
DOM NI C
(perks up)
Oh yeah?
DES
He just needed to add nore stuff to
the |ist.
DOM NI C
Onh.
DES

But | just wanted to say that

"m

excited for this dinner and getting to
know al |l of you. Monty doesn't talk
about high school nmuch. It's nice to
have a peak into that part of their

life.

DOM NI C
(slightly defensive)
They must of liked it enough.

nmean



DOM NI C CONT' D
he stayed in town so..

DES
Ch yeah! Well, okay not really. W
nostly stayed for her parents. Do you
know t he Freemans?

DOM NI C
Since the 10t h grade.

DES
Oh yeah, duh. Sorry. Well anyway, M.
and Ms. Freeman are great people.
| nt ense, but deeply caring.

DOM NI C
They drove Monty crazy in high school.

DES
Sure, but what teenager isn't driven a
little crazy by their parent. Besides
Monty was only trans kid at the school
besi des R chie and Rone, he was taking
all AP cl asses, plus |eading the AV
club. I can't blame emfor getting
stressed.

DOM NI C
(um actually)
Actually, Rome didn't cone out until
col | ege, so...

DES
(not realizing he's being
corrected)
Cool fun fact!

DOM NI C
| thought Monty didn't tal k about high
school

DES
| guess they tell nme enough to make ne
want to know nore

DOM NI C
Ckay.

DES
Anyway, |I'mranbling. | do that. Al



DES CONT' D
of this to say thanks for inviting nme
to your friend dinner. I'mexcited to

be friends.

DOM NI C
kay.
DES
Yes! Okay, | will see you later then.

Dom ni ¢ nods a goodbye and makes his way with his cart back
to his car. Des watches this, believing he has made a new
friend.
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I NT. DOM NI C S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Dom nic is | ooking through his cabinets for sonething to
eat. There is a buzzing sound from his pocket, he takes out
his phone. It's a text fromRone. It reads:

ROVE
(text)
Is it cool to just bring a bag of
chi ps?

Domi nic clicks the call button on Rome's contact. It rings
and Rone picks up.

ROVE
(over phone)
Call in response to a text. | didn't
know chi ps were that serious.

DOM NI C
Did you know that Des is com ng?

ROME
(over phone)
Sorry, what?

DOM NI C
Did you know that Monty's husband Des
is comng to the dinner?

ROVE
(over phone)
No, that's cool though. Wiy? He's not
bringing chips is he?

DOM NI C
This isn't about chips.
ROVE
(over phone)
kay.
DOM NI C

But yes, you can bring chips.

ROVE
(over phone)
If Monty is bringing their partner,
can | bring m ne?
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DOM NI C
VWhat ?

ROVE
(over phone)
Can | bring ny partner?

DOM NI C
This is supposed to be a reuniting
di nner. Just the old group.

ROVE
(over phone)
So, why is Monty bringing Des?

DOM NI C
He i nvited hinsel f!
ROVE
(over phone)
Qooh.
DOM NI C

Don't you think it's rude that he
invited hinmsel f?

ROVE
(over phone)
Why didn't you invite hinf

DOM NI C
| don't know him

ROVE
(over phone)
But you could. This is how you get to
know peopl e.

DOM NI C
| know people. | know you guys.
ROVE
(over phone)
Des is a nice guy. | don't know him

wel | but he seened cool enough at the
funeral. And he cares about Mnty
enough to go to a dinner with
strangers. It's worth giving hima

try.



DOM NI C
This was supposed to be just an "us"
t hi ng.

ROVE
(over phone)
There will be other us things.

DOM NI C
| guess

ROVE
(over phone)
You're stressed, | get it. Planning
events can be tough, but it's not
until tonorrow night. Just take a

second by yourself and relax. |I'm
hosting and I'lIl be there to help it
go snoothly.

DOM NI C
Yeah, |'m over thinking this.

ROVE

(over phone)
And worse comes to worst or we forget
sonmet hing, we can just send Richie to
pick it up for us.

DOM NI C
| don't knowif R chie is going to be
able to cone.

ROVE
(over phone)
What do you nean?

DOM NI C
He just seens so busy |ately. Maybe he
won't make it.

ROVE
(over phone)
He's Richie. He may act all sarcastic
and nonchal ant, but he cares. he'll be
there. Al of us will.

DOM NI C
(annoyed)
And Des.

12.
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ROVE
(over phone)
And Des.
(pause)
Ckay, ny break is ending soon. | gotta
go.
DOM NI C
Ckay, I'Il see you later.
ROVE
(over phone)
Later.

Dom nic waits and Rone hangs up the phone. He puts his phone
down and seens very stressed.

DOM NI C
Richie. | forgot about Richie. Dam
it.
(rationalizing)
Maybe they've found him al ready?

Domi nic rushes to the TV and turns it to the |ocal news. The
news is playing it's regular boring |local stories on zoning
or crosswal ks. Dominic turns off the TV.

DOM NI C CONT' D
Ckay, so no one found him That's
fine. That's cool. So no one knows he
dead whi ch neans...which neans...

(t hi nki ng, processing)

Whi ch neans that |'ve wasted a body.
Wi ch neans they're just going to
think that he left and there's not
going to be a funeral or a bonding
moment. So, | killed himfor no
reason.

(trying to cal mhinself down)
That's fine. That's okay. It's not a
waste. | can just do damage control at
the dinner. No one is going notice
he's mssing within a day. |'mfine.

I NT. DOM NI C S ROOM NI GHT

Domnic is laying in his clean bedroomon his bed. The lights
are off except for the glow of his phone. He is scrolling
online. He yawns, realizing he needs to go to bed. He turns
it off and sets it on his bed side table. He closes his eyes
and there is a prolonged pause. Then his phone lights up with



a notification.

Dom nic quickly sits up,

ALNA
(text)
Hel | o, Dom What are you doi ng?

Dom nic texts back, starting the text convo

DOM NI C
(text)
Hey. Not hing, just at hone.

ALMA
(text)
Sorry to bother you so |late at night.
Were you trying to go to sl eep?

DOM NI C
(yawns, texts back)
No, |I'm w de awake. \What's up?
ALNA
(text)

Have you happened to hear from Richie

t oday?

DOM NI C
(text)
No. Why?

ALNA
(text)

We had made pl ans, but he didn't show.

DOM NI C
(text)
Maybe he forgot.

ALMA
(text)
Per haps.

DOM NI C
| wouldn't worry about it.

14.

He goes to turn his phone off conpletely but
then sees it is a text notification from Al na.
and reads it.

He picks it up

he types back quickly. Then he
del etes what he types. He, tries again and deletes it again
he finally settles on sonething.



ALNA
(text)
| know you're right. He'll be at
di nner tonmorrow. | just let anxiety

get to nme | suppose.

DOM NI C
(text)
| get that.
ALMA
(text)
"1l let you get sone sl eep.
DOM NI C
(text)
I"mreally awake.
ALMA
(text)
Goodni ght, Dom ni c.
DOM NI C
(text)

Ni ght .

15.
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ACT THREE

I NT. ROVE' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Rone's apartnent is small. It's front door opens up into a
kitchen space. The attached island is the only thing
separating it fromthe living room The left wall of the
space has two door. The one closet to the kitchen is the

bat hroom and the other is to the master bedroom The coffee
table is acting as dining roomtable. Pillows surround it as
a substitute for seating.

Domi nic is cooking in the kitchen and Monty sits at the

i sl and hel pi ng peel or mash or whatever Dom nic may need.
Alma sets up the coffee table with plates and such. Rone sits
on one of the floor pillows.

ROVE
" mcool to help, you know.

MONTY
Pl ease, you already | et us use your
pl ace. That's thoughtful enough.

ROVE
Yeah, of course. Sorry it's so snall

ALMA
It's a better fit then ny hotel room
woul d have been.

MONTY
O having ny kids runni ng around.

ROVE
| don't m nd kids.

ALNA
And I"'mquite sure Richie would | ove
to see them

DOM NI C
Okay, | finished the putting
everything in the burgers. W need to
wait for 15 nbre mnutes to take the
mac and cheese out of the oven.

ALMA
| appreciate that you set this up
Dom Wth all of the loss recently
it's been difficult to renenber the



ALMA CONT' D
positive parts of town.

MONTY
Yeah it's nice being together, even if
it's just a for a bit.
(To Rone)
| s your partner com ng?

ROVE
Had wor k.

MONTY
Dam, | was | ooking forward to neeting
t hem

ROVE
It's all good. |I've got friends, |'ve
got food.

(to Dom nic)
Thanks for bringing that by the way.

DOM NI C
| didn't bring all the food. W can
take Monty's salad and Alma's fruit
out of the fridge when we start
eati ng.

Des steps out of the bathroom

DES
It's a really good salad too. Mnty
made it for me on our first date, it
made ne |i ke sal ads.

ROVE
' m pro sal ad.
DOM NI C
But you hate ceaser sal ad.
ROVE
Not a sal ad.
DES

What are you tal ki ng about ?

MONTY
Babe, don't start. This has been a
t hi ng since high school.



Not e: during the playful

cont ent

DES
But it's a sal ad.

MONTY
[t's not.

ALMA

| hate to add, but it has salad in the
nane.

DES
Thank you.

MONTY
Croutons and cheese isn't a sal ad.

DES
It has | ettuce.

MONTY
A lot of things have | ettuce, babe.

ALNA
According to Merrium Wbster ceaser is
sal ad. How coul d one acknow edge pasta
salad or fruit salad as a sal ad, but
i gnore ceaser?

ROVE
That's a different argunment.

ALNA
Hardl y.

DES
(to Monty)
| can't believe you don't think it's a
sal ad. How has this never come up in
our marriage?

MONTY
| just assuned you were on the right
side of history.

ALMA
Dom ni c?

18.

sal ad argunent Dom ni c seens very
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DOM NI C
| don't feel strongly enough about
this to argue on either side?

ALMA
If Richie were here he woul d agree.
MONTY
Yeah, where's Richie?
ROVE
Lat e?
DOM NI C

It's okay, we can start eating wthout
him He probably won't m nd.

ALNA
|"d prefer to wait.
DES
Yeah, I'"'mexcited to see himagain.
G eat guy.
DOM NI C
We don't know how long it is before he
gets here.
MONTY

| could text him

Monty takes out his phone and texts Richie

DOM NI C
He probably won't reply if he's
driving.

ROVE

Rel ax, Dom It's all good we don't
m nd wai ting.

| NT. ROVE' S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Ti me has passed. The nmacaroni is out of the oven and now
cold. The burgers have gone cold as well. Sone of the food
has been eaten by those who got tired of waiting. Rome, Al m,
Monty, Des, and Domnic all sit and/or stand in different

pl aces of the roomnow. It is darker outside and Richie stil
has not arrived.
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ALMA
| could call hin
MONTY
Agai n?
DES
We got stood up. It happens.
ALMA
He woul d not do that.
(a pause)
Actually... | have not heard from him

all day. He said he would text ne
after his hike the other night, but |
did not hear fromhimthen either.

MONTY
(playfully)
Wiy were you texting himlate at
ni ght ?
ALNA

That is not the point.

ROVE
kay, so we haven't heard from him
Shoul d we be worried?

ALMA
| am

DOM NI C
You're always worried, Alma. |'msure
he's fine.

ROVE
He coul d've forgotten.

ALMA
We had pl ans yesterday and he didn't
appear that those either. | think that

it's fair for nme to be worri ed.

DES
He didn't show up?

DOM NI C
Wel|l he's been busy lately.



ROME
Not enough to stand us up.

MONTY
We could stop by his place and check.
Does anyone know where he's staying?

ALNA
| do. | have his spare room key.
MONTY
(playfully)
You do?
ALMA

Agai n, not the point, Monty.

DOM NI C
Quys, | really don't think this is
necessary.

MONTY
You m ss things being |ike high school
so much, well this is high school
Bot hering a friend when they forget
you made plans. Breaking into hotel
r oons.

ALMA
Clarification: | never broke into
anyone's hotel room

DES
This is fun.

DOM NI C
But we had pl ans.

MONTY
Pl ans can change.

DOM NI C
But -

ALMA

No di srespect Dom nic, we appreciate
the di nner you made, but our friend is
m ssing and we're worri ed.

DOM NI C
|"m sure everything is fine.

21.
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MONTY
| bet is is, but it's worth checking
out, don't you think so?

ROVE
Alright, lets go.

Rome, Monty, Des, Alma, and Domnic all file out of Rone's
apartnent and shut the door.

| NT. HOTEL HALLWAY- NI GHT

Ronme, Monty, Des, Alma, and Dom nic all gather around
Richie's hotel room door

MONTY
Interesting how the receptioni st
recogni zed you.

Des | aughs at this

ALMA
"' mglad that you found soneone who
t hi nks you' re funny.

Al ma knocks on the door. Everyone waits. No response. Al ma
knocks again and again there is no response.

DOM NI C
Maybe he's out?

Al ma takes out the roomkey and scans it. It clicks and she
opens the door. Everyone enters the room

INT. RICH E' S HOTEL ROOM NI GHT

The small single bed roomis relatively well put together.
Richie's suitcase lies open on the floor with sone cl ot hes
spilling over the edge. His toiletries (i.e. tooth brush,

t oot hpaste, testosterone shots, deodorant etc.) are scattered
all around the bathroom counter top

MONTY
kay, so he's not here.

DES
Hi s phone isn't either though, so
that's good.

ALNA
s it?
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ROVE
Sure, it's probably just dead. He'l
contact us later.

ALNVA
(nore for her own benefit than for
anyone el se)
Yes. His stuff is still here. It's not
as if he just left.

DOM NI C
Cool . Then do we just want to go back
and finish dinner?

Rone, Monty, Des, and Alna all give Domnic a | ook that says
"seriously?"

DOM NI C
VWhat ?

MONTY
Are you not worried?

DOM NI C
| guess | am But he woul dn't want us
to stop having fun on his account.

ALMA
['"'mnot sure I'"'min the npod for
di nner.
DOM NI C
We don't have to eat. W can just hang
out ?
DES

It's getting pretty late, ny guy. And
Monty and | don't want to hold up the
sitter.

DOM NI C
(thinking fast)
But we can't |eave Rome with all the
cl ean up.

MONTY
Ch shit, yeah

ROVE
It's all good. We can just do it
t omor r ow nor ni ng.
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ALMA
Are you sure?

ROVE
It's whatever. As |long as you show up
to help tonorrow, we're all good.

MONTY
And Richie will probably appear
beggi ng for penance.

Alma | aughs at this

DES

Can we get out of this room now?
MONTY

One hundred percent.
ALNA

But he's going to be there tonorrow.
ROVE

"1l text himand |l et himknow about

cl ean up.
Everyone starts exiting the room Domnic is last. Once
everyone i s gone he | ooks around the room before turning off
the lights.

DOM NI C
Shit.

Domnic turns off the lights in the room and cl oses the door.

END EPI SODE
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By
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EXT. VAR OQUS - EARLY MORNI NG

THE CAMERA PANS DI FFERENT PARTS OF TOM. DESCRI PTI ONS OF
SHOTS BELOW

Stapled to several |anpposts are m ssing posters of Richie.
Ri chie's hotel roomhas police tape on it. The town | ooks
nore enpty than usual

| NT. OFFI CE- DAY

Domnic sits at his cubicle at work. He types on his conputer
checki ng his phone every now and again. Coll eague 1 and
Col | eague 2 appear b Dom nic's cubicle. Colleague one knocks
on the cubicles thin walls.

COLLEAGUE 1
Hey, Dom nic?

Domi nic | ooks up from his work.

DOM NI C
Yeah?

COLLEAGLE 1
W're
(gestures to Col | eague 2)
Just checking in on you
Col | eague 2 waves

COLLEAGUE 1 CONT' D
We just wanted to get to know our
cubi cl e nei ghbor.

Dom ni ¢ nods, unsure what to do with that information

COLLEAGUE 1 CONT' D
We heard about you mssing friend

COLLEAGUE 2
Yeah and the dead ones.

Col | eague 1 shoots Col |l eague 2 a | ook. Col |l eague 2 shrinks a
bit, enbarrassed.

DOM NI C
How did you hear about that?



COLLEAGUE 2
Local news.

DOM NI C
Local? It's two hours away.

COLLEAGUE 1
Yes, well. This is a snmall town
surrounded by other small towns, word
gets around.

COLLEAGUE 2
And you |l eft a news paper on you desk
di scussi ng everyt hi ng.

COLLEAGUE 1
Dude!

COLLEAGUE 2
Well, he did.

DOM NI C

You went through ny stuff?

COLLEAGUE 1
It was just sitting on the desk.

COLLEAGUE 2
W noticed it wasn't our |ocal news.
Qur curiosity was peaked.

DOM NI C
Do you guys want something? O are you
just rem nding nme of what's happeni ng
innm life.

COLLEAGUE 2
H s name was Richie, right? That's
what the paper said, Richie.

DOM NI C
Yeah.

COLLEAGUE 2
We're sorry for your | oss.

COLLEAGLE 1
Yeah, our condol ences. If you need
anyt hi ng, you have our support.



DOM NI C
| need to get nmy work done for the
day, so.

COLLEAGLE 1

Ch, yeah. O course. Duh.

Dom ni ¢ goes back to typing on his conputer. Colleague 1 and
Col | eague 2 continue to stare at Dom nic.

DOM NI C

Anyt hi ng el se?
COLLEAGLE 1

You just don't seemvery sad about it.
DOM NI C

" mat work.
COLLEAGLE 1

You don't need to cry or anything?
DOM NI C

| ' m good.
COLLEAGLE 1

Real | y? Because upon further research
we figured out two other people you
know di ed, so.

Dom nic starts to ignore them and conti nues typing.

COLLEAGLE 1
| bet if you asked for days off, they
woul d | et you have them

Dom nic ignores them and continues typing.

COLLEAGUE 1
Maybe they woul d even be pai d.

Dom nic ignores them and continues typing.
COLLEAGUE 2
Do you think it was the gateway
killer?

Dom ni ¢ stops typing and | ooks at her

DOM NI C
VWhat ?



COLLEAGUE 2
The Gateway Killer. He was this serial
killer in the fromthe 70's.

COLLEAGUE 1
(to Dom nic, clarifying)
He was a guy fromyour town who killed
two peopl e.
(to Col | eague 2)
Hardly a serial killer.

DOM NI C

Where did you hear about this?
COLLEAGUE 2

After | heard about your town, | did

sone research. It's public
information. | hardly had to dig. Wy?
Do you think he did it.

DOM NI C
No.

COLLEAGUE 1
Wy ?

DOM NI C

There's no evidence he's dead.

COLLEAGUE 1
But he's m ssing. He could be.

DOM NI C
Also if he was fromthe 70's he was
ei ther a baby when he killed people OR
he's really old now

COLLEAGUE 2
The elderly can kill people.

COLLEAGLE 1
Way do you think he's comng after you
in particular?

DOM NI C
No one's conmi ng after ne.

COLLEAGUE 1
Real | y because he's already killed two
of your friends and nade the other
di sappear.



DOM NI C
No one was nurdered. Carter got taken
off life support and El eanor
over dosed!

Col l eague 1 and Col |l eague 2 go silent. Al of the fun being
t aken out of their questioning.

DOM NI C
Now. Can | please work?

Col l eague 1 and Col | eague 2 go back to their cubicles to
wor k. Under his desk, Domnic is anxiously tapping his foot.

| NT. OFFI CE BREAK ROOM DAY

Domnic sits in the break room unpacking his lunch, the sane
l unch he has everyday. H's phone lights up with a nessage
fromthe group chat.

ALMA
(text)
Meet nme at the trail entrance by the
woods tonight.



EXT. QUTSIDE H KING TRAIL - EARLY EVEN NG

Alma sits on the stone bench waiting. Dom nic and Monty stand
on either side. Monty is on they' re phone and Domnic tries
to spark conversation

DOM NI C
It's a nice night.
ALMA
(not really paying attention)
vhm
DOM NI C
It's alittle cold, but all inall 1'd

say it's good hiking weat her.

ALNA
Mhm

Rone's car pulls up. They get out and greet everyone.

ROME
Hey, is everything all right?

ALMA
Wonderful . Everyone is here. | think
we shoul d conduct anot her search

party.

MONTY
W' ve al ready checked the woods once
this week.

ROVE
And twi ce | ast week.

ALNA
Yes, | realize that. Still, this is
the | ast place we know he went. What
if he got lost?

DOM NI C
We can | ook agai n.

ALNA
Thank you.



DOM NI C
As long as we stick toge-

ALMA
| think we should split up

MONTY
If it can work for nystery inc. it can
wor k for us.

DOM NI C

Does it work for mystery inc. though?
ALNA

| think we would cover nore ground.
MONTY

Al ma-
ALNA

Li sten, | know what you're going to

say. But the police are hardly doing
anything and | would just like to try.

ROVE
But we shoul d probably neet back here
before it's pitch black out.

Alma turns to Rone and they begin a side conversation
pl anni ng when to neet up. Seeing this, Domnic pulls Mnty

asi de

DOM NI C
s Al ma okay?

MONTY
She's nervous. We all are.

DOM NI C
She's been distant with ne.

MONTY
Wth all of us. She gets like this
when really bad things happen,
remenber? And there has been a | ot of
bad recently.

DOM NI C
| don't know how to help if she won't
et me get close with her.



MONTY
Honestly? |I' m guessi ng cl osure?

ALMA
(to Dom nic and Monty)
Are you both ready?

MONTY
Ready.

ALNA
We're going to find him This tine
we're going to find him

ROVE
Br eak!

EXT. LOAER PART OF WOODS - NI GHT

Domi nic has a large stick and is conbing it through the
river. He is wal king along the edge and it's apparent he has
been doing this for awhile. He knows it has to be near the
river somewhere. He pauses for a nonent.

DOM NI C
(t hi nki ng out | oud)
Do corpses float?

He continues to wal k along the edge of the rover until he
reaches a large rock. Several in fact. It seens that a | arge
portion of the river is blocked off due to collections of

bol der, rocks, and foliage. Dom nic sighs.

DOM NI C
Dam it.

Dom ni ¢ goes to head back and | ooks around. He is |ost.

DOM NI C

Dam i t!

(he takes out his phone. dead)
Fuck.

(proceeds to freak out)
" m fucked. | mean |I'm fucked.
wast ed a body and there's no fucking
funeral and I'mlost in the fucking
woods.

(1 ouder)
And Alma isn't even talking to ne.
None of themare. Richie just had to
go and nmake this nore conplicated for



me. He's so- He's so stubborn!
(1 ouder)
| ' m fucked!

Dom nic drops the large stick in the ground next to him He
slunps. Things are just not going according to plan. He sits,
staring out at the |l ake. Tine proceeds to pass.

Later - There is a knocking sound. Domnic turns to see Rone,
who has knocked on the trunk of a tree.

ROVE
Hey, are you good?
DOM NI C
(exhaust ed)
Yeah. Yeah. |'m okay?

Rone approaches Dom ni c

ROVE
(l'ight | augh)
Real | y? Cause | coul d hear you
freaking out froma mle a way.

Dom nic freezes. He, subtly, feels around himfor a weapon.
Hi s hand grabs a stick as he prepares to strike.

DOM NI C
Real | y?

ROVE
Yep.
(trying to calmtheir friend down,
honest)
Don't worry, man. | didn't hear what
you were sayi ng or anything. You
sounded fucking stressed though.

Dom ni c cal nse and he rel eases the stick.

DOM NI C
Oh. Yeah. Sorry.

Rone sits next to Dom nic. They both stare at the river.

DOM NI C
We shoul d probably head back.

ROVE
Yeah. Probably.



DOM NI C
My phone is dead.

ROVE
We can use m ne.
(They 1 ooks to Dom nic)
| " m gonna ask again. Are you good?

DOM NI C
(Thinks for a nonent)
Honest | y?

ROVE
|"d say so.

DOM NI C
I"'mtired. I'mreally tired.

ROVE
Yeah, ne too.
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They both sit in silence for a nonent, acknow edgi ng this.

ROVE
Layi ng down hel ps ne.
(yawns)
Unless | fall asleep.

DOM NI C
Yeah?

Dom nic and Ronme both lay on their backs.

THE CAMERA SHOANS THE SKY, MOSTLY COVERED BY THE TREE TOPS

THEN TURNS BACK TO ROVE AND DOM NI C

DOM NI C

| won't let you fall asleep.
ROVE

Thanks.
DOM NI C

Wait. So, why are you tired?

ROVE
Besi des the death of two friends and
anot her going m ssing?



DOM NI C
(remenmbering that grief is a thing)
Oh. Yeah. That.

ROVE
| guess it the keeping on living part
of that that's hard. | still have

class and work. Plus me and ny partner
are engaged.

DOM NI C

Wul d you rat her be dead?
ROVE

No. | guess not.

Anot her period of silence continues.
CLOSE UP OF DOM NI C S FACE AS HE LI ES ON THE GROUND

DOM NI C

You know what's crazy? After all the
effort I"'mputting into living, this
is the closest I've felt to any of you
guys in awhile.

(thinking for a nonent, deciding

on if he should share or not.

exhaust edl y)
You're lucky, Rone. | don't think
you' ve ever felt alone a day in your
life. You have your friends. Your
partner. You guys are all | have. You
can't even reply to a fucking group
chat on tinme. And |I'm fucking staring
at ny phone. Like an idiot. Like sone
teenager in a romcomwth a crush

(getting a bit riled up)
Do you know how enbarrassing that is?
It's carnal. Sonetines you all make ne
feel crazy. Like feral? And desperate?
And waiting for a phone screen to
[ight up. | just want to light up. I'm
sick and tired of sitting in a shadowy
apartnment. Cause that's ny life.
That's nmy life. I'mjust |ooking at
you all asking: why don't you want ne?
Wiy don't you want ne? | want you. Wy
don't you want ne?

Dom ni ¢ | ooks over to Rone



FARTHER SHOT, SHOW NG BOTH OF THEM
Rone is asl eep. Dom nic sighs.

DOM NI C
Cool .

12.
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ACT THREE

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - EARLY DAY

Domnic sits at the coffee shop, in the sane space that he
sat at when he ate with Monty weeks earlier. He is on his
| aptop | ooki ng at avail able housing in the area. He drinks
his coffee and continues to type.

Alma enters and stands in the short coffee Iine. She notices
Dom ni c, but doesn't say anything to him She gets her coffee
and as she gets ready to go; Dom nic notices her.

DOM NI C
Hey, Al ma! Over here.

ALMA
Hel | o, Dom nic.

Dom nic gestures for her to cone over and she obli ges.

DOM NI C
(unclear if he's lying)
What a coi nci dence running into you
her e.

ALMA
|"ve been getting coffee here every
Wednesday since | flewin for Carter's
funeral. | like routine.

DOM NI C
Huh, weird. | did not know that.
(topi c change.)
So listen, | didn't see you | eave | ast
ni ght. We were supposed to neet up at
the trail again.

ALMA
Ch, | stayed out relatively |ate.
did not want to keep you all.

DOM NI C
(1 aughi ng)
Rone fell asleep in the dirt.

ALMA
Are they okay?

DOM NI C
No, they're totally fine.



Dom ni c
at Al na.
does not
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ALNA
That' s good.

DOM NI C
Do you wanna sit?

ALNMA
| m okay, thank you.

ooks at Alma and then at his conputer screen. Then
Then at his conputer screen. He is baiting her. She
take the bait.

DOM NI C

(giving up)
Aren't you gonna ask what |'m doi ng?

ALNA
Dri nki ng cof f ee.

DOM NI C
| nmeant on ny | aptop.

ALNA
|"mnot sure | have the energy for
this, Dom nic.

DOM NI C
No, no, listen. It's good. |'ve been
| ooki ng at houses on the market in
t own.
ALMA
"' m sorry?
DOM NI C

| ve been thinking of noving back. |
just figured wth all of us staying in
t own and- -

ALNA
(conf used)
' mnot staying in town.

DOM NI C

But you're |ooking for Richie, right?
ALNA

Yes. |I'mgoing out to the woods again

toni ght. Wy?



DOM NI C
That's probably going to take awhile.
| nean, it's a conmtnent.

ALNA
" m | ooking for Richie. But once he's
found I'll be leaving town. It's tine

to get back to ny life. |I've taken
enough | eave as it is.

DOM NI C
(conf used)
What's the point of finding himif
you're not going to stick around and
reap the fruits?

ALMA
Because he deserves to be found?

DOM NI C
No, yeah. But | just figure we're
havi ng such a good tinme as a group.
We're back to our old antics. Wiy not
stick it out.

ALNA
Your plan is to nove back to your
chi | dhood town to continue "hangi ng"
wth your friends?

DOM NI C
Yeah, why not?

ALMA
Most of us don't live in here, you
realize?

DOM NI C
Not yet. But if you noved back then we
coul d be.

ALNMA
And what about R chie?

DOM NI C
We coul d give himan honorary funeral.
Dedi cate a park bench in his nanme or
somnet hi ng?

15.



ALNA
(underlying disgust)
What ?
DOM NI C

No, it will be nice. W could post an
obi tuary and plant sone flowers.

ALMA
He has a pollen allergy.
DOM NI C
Real | y?
ALMA

And legally it has to have been seven
years for a presunption of death.

DOM NI C
Ri ght, but we can still presune.

ALMA
Why are you pushing this?

DOM NI C
Pushi ng? |' m not pushi ng!

ALMA
How can you be so cal |l ous about this.
Peopl e keep dying or going m ssing and
you don't seemto care.

DOM NI C
| care! | just think we should al
stick together. Think about our
present .

ALNVA
Well, presently our life is nmenori al
after menorial. And you would like to
add another? My |ife can not be made
up of funerals. I'mgoing to keep
| ooking for him And | suggest you do
t he sane.

DOM NI C
| didn't nean it |ike that.

ALNA
Enj oy your coffee.

16.
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DOM NI C
Al ma- -

Before Dom nic can finish Alma exits the coffee. Maybe it is
for the best, he didn't have an end to that sentence anyway.
He wat ches the door for a nonent, hoping she will maybe cone
back. She doesn't. He |ooks at his conputer again, feeling a
bit hopel ess.

I NT. DOM NI C S APARTMENT- LATE AFTERNOON

Domnic is sitting on the couch in his apartnent,
unsurprisingly, on his phone. He is texting Alma. Over the
past couple hours he has sent several texts to Al ma, none of
whi ch have garnered a response to her. The texts are al
simlar in nmessage, essentially along the Iines of: "are you
okay?", "Did | hurt your feelings?" "Can we tal k?", "Meet
up?". He sends one nore text and stares at his phone.

DOM NI C
This can't get any worse.

I NT. DOM NI C S APARTMENT- AN HOUR LATER

Domnic is in his bathroom Fromthe |ooks of it (i.e. the
runni ng shower and Dom ni ¢ being half naked) he was about to
take a shower. This got interrupted and is on the phone with
Monty. It got worse. You saw this com ng.

DOM NI C
| don't understand?

MONTY
| just didn't want you getting your
hopes up, dude.

DOM NI C
Movi ng? How can you be novi ng?

MONTY
Thi nki ng of novi ng.

DOM NI C
Peopl e say that before they nove!

MONTY
Calmdown. It's not a big deal

DOM NI C
Wy ?
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MONTY

(over phone)
| wasn't going to tell you until it
was official, but Alma texted nme and
told nme that you were thinking of
movi ng back into town and | didn't
want you freak out when you realize |
don't live here anynore.

DOM NI C
Why ?

MONTY
(over phone)
| tal ked to Des--

DOM NI C
Des? Wiy talk to Des? You can talk to
ne.

MONTY

(over phone)
He's ny husband.

DOM NI C
And |I'myour friend. Your friend who
knows a | ot nore about this town then
he does.

MONTY
(over phone)
He got a job offer and--

DOM NI C
So, it is his fault!

MONTY
(over phone)
No. Nothing is anybody's fault. 1've
been considering the option anyway.
The timng just lined up.

DOM NI C
| s he making you say this?

MONTY
(over phone)
What ? No?

DOM NI C
Wy woul d you possibly want to | eave?
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DOM NI C CONT' D
We have a good thing going!

MONTY
(over phone)
Dom this isn't about you. This is
about ny famly's life. And it just
doesn't feel confortable here anynore.
It doesn't feel safe.

DOM NI C
This is the safest place on earth?

MONTY
(over phone)
Wth all the death that's been

surround us, it doesn't feel like it.
DOM NI C
| f anything the death is a sign to
st ay!
MONTY

(over phone)
How coul d that possibly be true?

DOM NI C
It-- It doesn't matter. | don't get
why you would to | eave ne--this place!

MONTY
(over phone)
Listen, this isn't a confirmed deal
But is a serious thing that we are
t hi nki ng about.

DOM NI C
(over phone)
| feel like I'mgoing crazy right now.
Wiy are you doing this?

MONTY
(over phone)
"' m not doi ng anyt hi ng!

DOM NI C
Then st ay!

MONTY
(over phone)
Dude, | didn't call to argue with you
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MONTY CONT' D

In fact, | didn't even have to tel
you. I'monly nmentioning it in case it
i npacts your decision to cone back
into town.

DOM NI C
Well, | just think that if you took a
second to-

MONTY

(over phone)

| told you I'"'mnot arguing. |I'm

hangi ng up the phone now because |'m
starting to get pissed.

DOM NI C
We shoul d- -

Monty hangs up the phone.

DOM NI C
(pi ssed)
Why do peopl e keep doing that?

Dom nic sees his dunb face in the mrror after getting hung
up on. This makes himnore angry. In a surge of rage he
punches the mrror. It breaks and now his hand hurts.
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EXT. AREA SURROUNDI NG MECHANI CS - NI GHT

Domnic pulls up to the nechanic to see Rone. The snmall | ot
is already full. He parks down the street.
DOM NI C

Alma's mad at ne? Fine. Monty is nad
nme? What ever. Because Ronme has got ne.
| mean we're basically best friends
now. |'m okay. It's okay.

As he approaches the garage of the nmechanic's voices can be
hear d.

EXT. MECHANI C S - MOMENTS LATER

Dom nic, about to enter the garage portion of the mechanics,
stops when he hears the voices of Alnma and Rone. Rone is
wor ki ng on a car, Alma stands near them and watches them
wor K.

ALNA
| don't think I amin ny head about
this.

ROVE

| didn't say you were

ALNMA
You were quiet. That says enough.

It's quiet for a nonent
ALNA
| was talking with ny nother the other
day. She said |I'm | eaning back into
unheal t hy copi ng.

Rone st ops working

ROVE
What ?
ALMA
When Benji died, | was convinced that

soneone killed him | would make up
clues and stay up | ate doing research
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ROVE
Yeah. Yeah, | renenber.

ALMA
It did not nake sense to ne that he
would do that to hinself. It still
doesn't entirely. But I went to
counseling, | educated nyself, and
ti me passed.

ROVE
He was a good guy, Al na.

ALNA
Yes. He was. But now it's happening
agai n. People are dying or m ssing and
|"mconspiring a plot in nmy head. |I'm
connecting dots in ny head that are
not there. Logically, | know | have
been down this path before. | know
this is a tendency of ny grief, still
| can't help feeling |ike..

ROVE
Li ke?
ALMA
Sonmet hing i s happening, Ronme. |'ma

| ot of things, but stupid is not one
of them Three deaths, so close to
each other. Al of which are people we
know. Soneone is after us. And |I'm not
sure why.

There is a prolonged silence as Rone begins to work again.

ALMA
You think I sound wild, don't you?
ROVE
(still working, nonchal ant)

No, | think you're right.

ALNMA
(shocked)
"' m sorry?

Ronme cones out fromunder the car and | ooks at Al ma

ROVE
Ch, | said | think you're right.



ALNA
No, | heard you. | just didn't expect
you to believe ne.

ROVE
You're smart, Alma. Al ways have been.
Thi ngs have been weird. Wiy woul dn't

| ?
ALMA
Richie didn't
ROVE
Yeah, well one death is different than
t wo.
ALMA

VWat if he is dead, Rone?

ROVE
We don't know that.

ALMA
We do.

Ronme gets up and hugs Alma. She is near tears,
keep it together.

ROVE
We could talk to soneone? Get sone
hel p?

ALMA

Who is going to help us? The police?
They don't care. They decl ared

El eanor's death an acci dental overdose
wi t hout a second thought. | had to
argue with themto get Richie

acknowl edged as m ssing. The asshol es
t hought he just went back to Vernont.
Wt hout his things? That does not make

any sense.
ROVE

Can | ask you a question.
ALMA

Yes?
ROVE

Wy don't you just |eave? You don't

but trying

23.



ROVE CONT' D
live here. Get out while have the
chance.

ALMA
| can't.
ROVE
You can though.
ALMA
| let soneone die w thout fighting
before. | can't do it again.
ROVE
Bef ore wasn't your fault.
ALMA
Maybe not. Even so, this tine | can
hel p. I want to help.
ROVE
Well, you' ve got ne if you need ne.
ALMA

You are a good friend.

ROVE
Yeah, maybe there are sone
simlarities between now and high
school .

ALMA
(weak | augh)
| hope not.

In this small nonent, there is confort.

ROVE
Ckay, | gotta keep working on this
car. You're welcone to stay, but |
gotta zero in. |I'm exhaust ed.

ALNA

| appreciate you letting me cone by.

j ust needed soneone.

ROVE
| get it. It's scary. But we can
figure this out.

24.
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ALNA
(smles)
kay.

Alma | eaves the garage, Dom nic steps back into the darkness
and watches her get in car and | eave. The light fromthe
garage illum nates her as she does this. Once she is gone,
Dom nic steps closer. Ronme is still working on the car and
not paying attention. Dom nic enters the garage and wat ches
Rome for a bit.

DOM NI C
So, you're going to the police?

Domi nic presses the button to the garage door and it slowy
cl oses. Rone junps a bit (can you junp fromunder a car?).
They are surprised and did not hear Dominic conme in. They
conme out from under the car.

ROVE
Holy shit, you scared ne.
DOM NI C
Are you?
ROVE
What ?
DOM NI C
You told Alma to "talk to soneone"” and
you'll figure this out?
ROVE

Uh, yeah. | was just--Wre you
listening in on out conversation?

DOM NI C

| over heard.
ROVE

Dom that's kind of breaching privacy.
DOM NI C

Well, I'"'mglad | did. Because no one

is talking to ne about their feelings
or conspiraci es.

ROVE
VWhat ?



DOM NI C

26.

| s everyone just going around bondi ng

and whi spering to each other?

ROVE
It's--People are grieving.

DOM NI C
Well, they're not doing it right.

ROVE

There isn't a right way? Wiere is this

energy comng from Donf Wat's
happening right now? Did | m ss
somet hi ng.

DOM NI C

| f anyone m ssed sonething it's ne.

Wasn't Al ma supposed be out | ook

ng

for Richie? That's what she texted in

the group chat.

ROVE
It got |late. She got nervous.

Dom nic grabs a wench froma nearby tool
with it. Rone eyes this, but says nothing

DOM NI C

cart and fidgets

Everyone is so nervous these days. Al
they want to do is "look for Richie"

"l ook for Richie"

ROVE
Yeah, cause he's m ssing.

DOM NI C
You said it yourself, he's dead.

ROVE
| could be wong.

DOM NI C
You could be right. Mght as well
on. Mght as well hold a funeral
get over it.

Ronme gets up and sort of backs toward the

ROVE
There doesn't need to be anynore

nove
and

car, uncertain
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ROVE CONT' D
deat h.

DOM NI C
Ch, but there does. Everyone is so
busy | ooking for R chie that they
forgot about anything else. W don't
need Richie to have our group dinner.
We don't need Richie to use his truck.

ROVE
(realizing what's happeni ng,
pi tyi ng)
Oh, Dom No.

Slowy starts approachi ng Rone

DOM NI C
They're not going to find his fucking
body anyway. It's deconposing in a
fucking river.

Ronme is on the run. At the point the garage is closed. They
can try to get to the button, which is on Domnic's side of
the room or they can make a break for the bathroomor main
office. Rone runs for the main office and Dom nic chases
after them Before Rone can make it to the door, Domnic
throws the aforenmenti oned wench at Ronme's head. It hits.
Rone falls to the ground, not unconscious, but about as well
as a person who just got hit in the head with a wench can
do. Dom nic wal ks over to Rone and the office door. He picks
the wench off the floor, |ocks the door, and bashes the | ock
breaking it. No way to open that door now. As he does this,
Rone begins to crawl (arny style) towards the car. They are
hal fway under the car when Dom nic notices this and grabs
Ronme' s ankles. He pulls Ronme out fromunder the car and turns
so that they're laying on their back. He then sits on them so
they can't nove, he goes to hit Rone.

ROVE
Dom nic. Pl ease.

DOM NI C
It just sucks. Because you were the
only one who showed a senbl ance of
really caring. | really thought you
gave a fuck, but here you
were...conspiring agai nst ne.

ROVE
Dom n- -
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Before they can finish, Domnic hits themin the face with
the wench. Rome, bl eeding, reaches for Dom nic's neck.

Domi nic grabs one of Ronme's arns and hits them again. And
agai n. And again. The bashing continues until there is a

prol onged |inpness in Rone's body. Dominic stands up and is
staring down at the corpse as if he is waiting for sone thing
to happen. Nothing does. He continues to stare as his hands

| oosen and the wench falls to the floor. The clattering
brings Domnic back to reality. He is covered in bl ood,
killing someone has never been so head on before. He picks up
the wench and pockets in. He goes and pushes the button on
the garage door with his bl oody sleeve. He gets in his car
and drives away. The gl ow ng LED sign reading "Road Runners
Mechani cs" flickers as the epi sode ends.

END EPI SODE
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I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

Begin intercut interrogation sequence (the next 25 "scenes")
bet ween Monty, Al ma, and Dom nic

MONTY
Last night?

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

ALMA
Last night?

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

DOM NI C
Last night?

I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

MONTY
Well, | guess last night | was at
honme. Went on a walk for a bit with

Al ma.
| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM PCLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMVERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

ALMA
| s everything okay?

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED
DOM NI C

Probably driving honme. | live two
hours out of town.



| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

MONTY
Had dinner with ny famly.

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

ALNMA
| s soneone hurt?

I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
CAMERA FACES THE CHAI R OF THE | NTERROGATED

DOM NI C
The drives not to bad once you get
used to it. O course, not very
pl easant at night. | don't like
driving in the dark.

SHOT W DENS, REVEALI NG DETECTI VE 1 AND DETECTI VE 2

Detective 1 sits at a table opposite fromthe interrogated.
Det ective 2 stands behind them | oom ng.

DETECTI VE 1
Thi nk nore specifically between 9 and
11: 15.

I NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

MONTY
Probably in bed by 10.
(thinks to self for a second)
Damm, | sound |like nmy nom

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

ALNMA
| left the nechanics around 9, | would
say.

This catches both of the detectives attention. Detective 2
begins witing things on a notepad.

DETECTI VE 1
And why were you at the nechanics?



ALNMA
| have a friend who works there.

DETECTI VE 1
So, you woul d describe themas a
friend.

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM PQOLI CE STATI ON - DAY

MONTY
Yeah. Weird question.

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

DOM NI C
We grew up together. Al of us are
friends.

DETECTI VE 1
Even if you haven't spoken in severa
years?

DOM NI C

Al of us are friends.

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM PQOLI CE STATI ON - DAY

DETECTI VE 1
And you're aware why we brought you in
t oday?

ALNVA

| am assum ng you have finally taken
interest in the m ssing persons.

DETECTI VE 1
Rone Rosari o's body was found at Road
Runners Mechanics at 5:30 this
nor ni ng.

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
MONTY
(confused)
What ?
| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
ALNA

(i n shock)
Rone.



DETECTI VE 2
Body was found beaten to death

Detective 1 gives Detective 2 a | ook that basically neans
"shut up"

ALNMA
B- beat en?

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
DETECTI VE 1
Are you aware of anyone who m ght want
to hurt your friend?

MONTY
N-no. |, uh, | don't. |-

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM PQOLI CE STATI ON - DAY

DOM NI C

No. Like |I said. W were all friends.
DETECTI VE 1

You' re taking this well.
DOM NI C

Yeah, well...you experience death a

certain amount of tines and it starts
to bl end together.

DETECTI VE 1
I nteresting that you bring that up.
Unf ortunate circunstances seemto
foll ow those you deem "friends"

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

MONTY
Yeah. | noticed that too.

| NT. | NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

DETECTI VE 1
(checks notes)
Carter Stephens we can check off the
list. W have records of his renova
fromlife support. But after an re-
exam nation of -



| NT.

ALNA
Are you inferring someone killed
El eanor ?

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

MONTY
Holy shit, soneone killed El eanor.

DETECTI VE 1
Yes, Ms. Rose-Rabiu could be a
contender in this case.

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

ALMA
And Ri chi e?

DETECTI VE 1
Interesting how they all seemto have
one very notable thing in comon.

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

DOM NI C
VWhat ? Me?

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

MONTY
Fuck, you don't nean ne?

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

ALMA
You' re not honestly suggesting that |
killed soneone?

DETECTI VE 1
Unl ess...you can think of anyone el se?

| NTERROGATI ON ROOM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

This is the last scene in the series of intercuts

DOM NI C
(a pause, then light bulb)
Have you ever heard of the Gateway
Killer?



EXT. GAS STATI ON PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Wthout a truck to hang out in, Alma, Mointy, and Dom nic sit
on the curb of their once bel oved gas station.

MONTY
Do you think they contacted Rone's
partner?
ALMA
| i magi ne so.
A long silence
MONTY
They think that we have sonething to
do with it.
ALMA
Yes.

Anot her | ong sil ence

MONTY
Dom ni c?

DOM NI C

(1 ooks to Monty)

Yeah?

MONTY
Are you okay?

DOM NI C
Yeah.

MONTY

You're quiet.

DOM NI C
Lot to think about.

ALNA
This feels crazy.

MONTY
It is crazy.

ALNMA
El eanor and Ri chi e and Rone.



DOM NI C

Yeah.
ALMA

Are you not scared?
DOM NI C

| guess.
MONTY

| think I'"min shock.

(t hi nki ng)

Did the cops ask you guys if you knew
anyone that would want to hurt then?

DOM NI C
Yeabh.
MONTY
What did you say?
DOM NI C
|, uh, | have this coworker. She was

tal king about this killer fromthe
70's. That's the only evil nurderer
know about .

ALMA
All rmurders are evil, aren't they?

DOM NI C
Sel f preservation.

MONTY
| don't think a serial killer fromthe
70'"s is doing it out of self
preservati on.

ALMA
That doesn't make sense either way.
The timng doesn't fit.

DOM NI C
Shot in the dark.

MONTY
That's nmore than | could think of.
What about you, Al na?



ALNMA

(lying) _
| suppose | didn't have any theories
ei t her.

MONTY
So...are we supposed to just sit
around and wait to be killed?

DOM NI C
Maybe we're safe
MONTY
Wiy woul d we be safe? It's killing

people fromour friend group. Wy
woul d be safe?

DOM NI C

If we stick together it can't get us.
MONTY

| have a famly, Dom | can't just

abandon t hem

ALNA
No one is going to be abandoning
anyone.

DOM NI C
Don't you think that spending tine
with themis only putting themin
danger ?

MONTY
Not if | protect them

ALNA
Do you believe that staying with ny
parents is putting themin danger?

MONTY
| don't know what el se we can do here.

DOM NI C
We need to prom se to have each others
backs.

ALNA
- 1 just want to go hone.



DOM NI C

Sure, | can drive you back to your
parents.
ALMA
No, Dom nic. Home honme. Not here hone.
DOM NI C
Oh.
ALMA

| can't do this. How are you both so
caln? | can't do this.

MONTY
| feel sick.

DOM NI C
It's going to be okay.

MONTY
How do you know t hat ?

DOM NI C
We can make it okay. |'ve got both of
your backs. If you need ne, |I'mthere.
No nore of our friends need to die.

ALNA
You cannot prom se that.

Dom nic offers his hands to either of them They both
(slightly reluctantly) take it.

DOM NI C
| just need you guys to trust ne that
' mgoing to do whatever | need to do
to keep us pushing. I'mgoing to make
sure we're happy, no matter the cost.
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| NT. FUNERAL HOVE- DAY

Alma, Monty, and funeral hone workers are setting up
arrangenents in the funeral hone (i.e panphlets about Rone,
fixing the projector, etc). Domnic enters.

DOM NI C
Hey, | got your text. Is everything
okay?

MONTY
Thanks for comng. Did you get the
fl owers?

DOM NI C

Yeah. Sure. \Wat's going on?

MONTY
Rone' s partner needed hel p setting up.

DOM NI C
So where are they?

MONTY
At home, working on the slide show.
Alma is trying to set up the
proj ector.

ALNA
| wouldn't say technology is ny
specialty.

DOM NI C
You coul d always fix our conputer
struggles in high school.

ALMA
Keychain Access is entirely different
fromputting together a projector.

DOM NI C
Wait, so why can't Rone's partner
hel p?

ALMA

They are hel pi ng.

MONTY
They can't do it alone. They're



MONTY CONT' D
grieving and Rone doesn't have anynore
famly in the states.

DOM NI C
We're grieving too.

MONTY
Yeah, but we're friends so it's
di fferent

DOM NI C
How?

MONTY
| don't know, it just is.

ALMA
Coul d you please get the flowers from
your car?

DOM NI C
Sur e.

Domnic exits the building to go get the flowers

MONTY
Does he seem okay to you? He's nore on
edge than nor nal

ALNMA
He's stressed.

MONTY
| guess. Sure, everyone deals with
| oss differently.

MONTY
Are you still mad at hinf

ALNA
"' mnot sure. He's acting strange. W
both see it. But | just don't know if
" mprojecting ny fear onto him

MONTY
Yeah. | nean, we're likely targets for
mur der .

ALNVA

| think he genuinely believes he can

11.
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ALMA CONT' D
sol ve that.

MONTY
How?

ALNMA
Uncl ear.

MONTY

(shakes it off)
Any luck with that projector?

ALMA
None.

Dom nic enters carrying several pots of flowers. He sets with
down at a near by pew. Mnty notices the flowers.

MONTY
Oh shit.
DOM NI C
What ?
MONTY
Those, uh-- Those aren't the right
ones, Dom
DOM NI C
What ?
MONTY

Those are single mum s.

DOM NI C
The guy said Borelo

MONTY
That's the same thing. They're
supposed to be dai sies though.
Chrysant henmuns and irises have
different vase lives.

DOM NI C
VWhat ?

MONTY
| don't know, it's something that Rone
tal ked about once.



DOM NI C
And you renenbered?

MONTY
Irises were their favorite. They
mentioned it at Carter's funeral, said
they |iked the arrangenents so |
t hought I would go to the sane pl ace.

DOM NI C
| didn't know. They | ooked |ike
daisies to nme. | thought that borelo

was |like the scientific termfor
dai ses.

MONTY
No, it's okay. Des is on his way here
anyway. | can just ask himto pick up

the right ones and you can return
t hese on your way hone.

DOM NI C
Des is com ng?
MONTY
Oh, yeah
(to Al ma)

And he can probably take a | ook at the
projector for you too.

ALMA
That woul d be appreci at ed.
DOM NI C
| could take a look at it for you.
MONTY
What do you know about projectors?
DOM NI C
Well...not much, but I could figure it
out .
MONTY

It's really fine, Des can do it.

DOM NI C
| want to help. Ronme was ny friend
t 0o.

13.
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ALMA
Okay. Could you speak with the funera
director? W need to doubl e check that
he has been in contact with the
catering conpany.

DOM NI C
Yeah.
(a pause)
|"msorry | screwed up the fl ower
order.

MONTY
| normally wouldn't care as nuch, but
Ronme cared so..

DOM NI C
No, yeah. | under st and.

Dom nic goes to exit

MONTY
VWait, be sure to bring the flowers
back to your car.

DOM NI C
Oh, yeah.

Dom nic grabs the flowers, turns around and exits
| NT. FUNERAL HOVE- DAY

Rone's funeral service is nowin full swing. There is a

cl osed casket and people sit scattered anong the pews readi ng
panphl ets and what not. The (now fully working) projector
flips through pictures of Rone's |life above the casket. The
roomis littered with bouquets and arrangenents of the
correct flower. Sonmeone is standing at the casket speaking to
the funeral goers. Dominic stands in the back, watching. Des
enters and stands next to him They speak quietly.

DES
Hey, you okay?

DOM NI C
| see you got the projector working.

DES
Yeah. | just fidgeted with it really.



There is
t al ki ng.

DOM NI C
And the fl owers.

DES
Yeah.
(1 ooks to Dom nic)
Don't worry about it though. It's an
easy m stake to make.

DOM NI C
| wasn't worri ed.

DES
Oh, great.

15.

a long silence. The speaker by the casket continue

Des is obviously unconfortable with the silence.

DES
So, that procession |ine was crazy,
huh. A lot of people. Ronme was really
| oved.

DOM NI C
I"'mtrying to listen to the-

DES
No, yeah. Sorry. Qobviously. | get it.
(finally gets to the point)
It's just that Monty told ne that he
told you that we're planning on
noving. And | just wanted to make sure
that you' re good.

DOM NI C
What ?

DES
Because with the recent | osses and
m sconnections | just thought- |
didn't want to hit you with anot her
bi g change in your life.

DOM NI C
(trying to not get pissed/ annoyed)
What are you tal ki ng about ?

DES
| know you can get sad. Mnty
mentioned it. And I get it, | get sad

too. But | heard you get sad in a



16.

DES CONT' D
really intense way and | just wanted
to make sure you were coping.

Dom ni ¢ | ooks to Des, obviously unhappy. This is a huge
breach of confort.

DOM NI C
Well, Monty lied because I'mfine. I'm
copi ng.

DES

Don't be mad at him W tell each
ot her everything.

DOM NI C
Wasn't his to tell.

DES
Yeah. Sorry.

(a pause, doubl e checki ng)
But you're okay?

DOM NI C
Great. | just think 1'"'mgoing to go
outside for some air.

DES
But we're in the mddle of the
funeral .

DOM NI C
| "' msure Rone will understand.

Dom nic turns around and exits the church
EXT. FUNERAL HOVE PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Dominic sits in the bed of Richie's truck with several vases
of the incorrect flower bouquet. He picks at his fingernails.
Monty exits the hone and | ooks around the | ot before spotting
Dom ni ¢ and approaching him They stand in front of the car.

MONTY
Ri chie's truck?

DOM NI C
Yeah.

MONTY

How did you get it?



DOM NI C
H s parents. They didn't want it. Said
it was junk.

MONTY
Isn'"t it? It's falling apart.
DOM NI C
No. It's not.
MONTY
Are you okay?
DOM NI C
Yeah.
MONTY

Did Des upset you?
Si | ence

MONTY CONT' D
| know | shoul dn't have told himabout
t he depression stuff, but | panicked.
He thought you were acting weird
because of him And | just told him
that you l|iked himbut sometinmes you
just act off because you get sad.
al ready have a lot on ny plate and |
didn't think to be nore delicate. |I'm
sorry.

DOM NI C
I[t's fine.

MONTY
You' re obviously upset.

DOM NI C
(snappi sh)
W all are.

Monty takes a nonment to plan out what she's going to say.
They start sl ow.

MONTY
Look, Dom.. | get that you're
grieving. W all are. | wanna help
just need you to tell ne how If you
want us to stick together you need to
open up.

17.
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DOM NI C
I"'mfine. | just want to hang out.
Keep it |ight-hearted.

MONTY
It's a funeral.
DOM NI C
Yeah?
MONTY
And we're suspects in a nurder case.
DOM NI C
| know.
MONTY
There's nothing Iight-hearted about
this, Domnic. | know intense stuff

isn't your thing, but it's okay to
show little enotion, man. The
situation is scary.

DOM NI C
"' mnot worried about the cops.
They're not a threat.

MONTY
But the person trying to kill us is.

DOM NI C
We're going to be fine.

MONTY
It's okay to be scared.

DOM NI C
It's an old guy fromthe 70's. How
scary can he be?

MONTY
You don't know t hat.

Dom nic doesn't seeminterested in arguing. There is a
silence between the two of them

MONTY

(giving up)
It's funny.



DOM NI C
VWhat ?

MONTY
That the first one of us to pass was
t he one who woul d' ve known what to say
during all this.

DOM NI C
Yeah.

MONTY
| know Carter was your best friend in
hi ghschool -

DOM NI C
Still is.

Monty | ooks to Domnic for clarification

DOM NI C CONTD
He still is ny best friend. It didn't
end after high school.

MONTY
(nods)
We all loved him but you two just
clicked. And | renmenber he kinda just
al ways knew what to say. And when you
got upset he could talk you down.

DOM NI C
He coul d tal k anyone down.

MONTY
Yeah, right, he had a way with words,
but that's not the point.

DOM NI C
Then what is?

MONTY
| can't be that for you, Dom And
nei ther can Al ma.

DOM NI C
VWhat ?
MONTY
We're all scared and we've all |lost a

lot. And you're right, it's inportant



that we stick with each other. Because
we're the only ones who are going to
understand what this feels |ike, but
we al so still have our lives. W stil
have the people in our lives. Al ma has
a job and friends to get back to. |
have ny husband and ny kids and ny
art. And |I'm sure you have people you
can rely on too.

Dom ni ¢ nods, unsure what to say

MONTY CONT' D
| care about you, but trauma bondi ng
isn't healthy.

DOM NI C
Did you conme out here just to tell ne
that | am conpletely al one?

MONTY

No, not al one. Just independent.
DOM NI C

Isn't that the sane thing?
MONTY

Not at all.
DOM NI C

It feels like it.

MONTY
Despite everything that has happened,
"' m happy | got to see you all again.
It felt Iike closure.

DOM NI C
Closure is just another word for
endi ng.

MONTY
You're pissed, | can see that. But |I'm
not Carter, | don't know how to help
you out of this. And I'm sorry about
that. But naybe you can go talk to the
person who can. Find sone closure
al ong the way.

DOM NI C
What are you tal ki ng about ?

20.
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MONTY
The service is alnobst over and | need
to go start cleaning up and say ny
goodbyes. Maybe you shoul d t oo.

Dom ni c | ooks away from Monty

MONTY CONT' D
"1l be with Des if you need anyt hing.
And, Dominic, he really is sorry for
st eppi ng out of I|ine.

Monty smles at Dom nic and wal ks back into the funeral hone.
Dominic sits alone in the bed of the truck once again
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ACT THREE

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Domnic sits on the ground of the Cenetery, next to a
gravestone that reads "Carter Stephens. Brilliant Son,

Bel oved Friend". Dominic eats a small bag of chips and drinks
a bottl ed soda.

DOM NI C
| think things are getting better.
(he | ooks to the gravestone)
It took | onger than | wanted-- More
people than | wanted, but | think this
time we're going to stick together.

Dom nic takes a long sip of his soda as he pulls at the grass
by his feet.

DOM NI C
You' ve been dead for over a nonth
now... | don't know if you keep track

of that sort of thing. | do.

(pause, to think)
|'"'mreally bad this. They nmake it so
easy in the novies. The scene where
the living person speaks to the dead's
gravestone is always so beautiful and
heart wenching. |'ve never been good
at words |like that. Not out |oud
anyway. That was al ways your thing. |
guess | should have witten sonething
down.

As Domnic talks he is about to eat a chip, but accidentally
drops it on the grave.

DOM NI C

Shit. That's probably disrespectful.

(j okingly)
Do you m nd?

(clears his throat)
But anyway, thank you for your
sacrifice and Eleanor's and Richie's
and Ronme's because now | have friends
agai n. Peopl e are showi ng up and
they're caring. And now no one has to
be al one or start over.

Dominic is quiet for awhile as he eats his chips. He notices
the chip he had dropped earlier is covered in ants. He
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wat ches this.

DOM NI C CONTD

Anyway. | just wanted to |let you know
that things are going to go back to
normal soon. No nore killing. No nore

| oneliness. Once Des is gone, Mnty
will have tinme to spare and Al ma and

will be there for his grief and we'll
be closer than ever. And it will be
just the three of us. W'll visit you

and everyone. Everything will be just
the sane as it was.

Domi nic's phone beeps. He checks it.

DOM NI C
| have to go, Carter.

He stands up and prepares his stuff. He begins to wal k away,
but stops and turns around.

DOM NI C
Li ke old tines.

EXT. GAS STATI ON PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Monty paces in the parking lot, stressed as Donminic pulls up
(in Richie's truck). He sees Monty and approaches.

DOM NI C
(casual l y)
Hey, | got your text. Wat's up?

MONTY
They brought Alma in for questioning
agai n.

DOM NI C
VWhat ?

MONTY
(pani cked)
| don't know. She texted nme. She was
the |l ast confirned person to see Rone
and Richie and her were getting cl ose.

DOM NI C
Are you okay?
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MONTY
O course not! They think Alma did it.

DOM NI C
Do you?

MONTY
No! I mean | don't think so. She
woul dn't. |'m freaking out though,
dude.

Dom ni ¢ touches Monty on the shoul der, stopping her from
paci ng. They | ook at each other.

DOM NI C

She didn't do it.
MONTY

Right. I know you're right.
DOM NI C

So, there's no reason to freak out.
Pr obl em sol ved.

MONTY
It doesn't matter what | think, Dom
They brought her in for questioning
twi ce. They brought her parents in for
questioning. They think she did it.

DOM NI C
But she didn't.

MONTY
That doesn't matter if they think she
did. The cops in this town are idiots.
It took two deaths and a m ssing
person's for themto give a shit. If
t hey suspect her, she's screwed.

Dom nic stops to process what they're saying and thinks of
pl an.

DOM NI C
Ri ght. GCkay.

MONTY
This is so fucked.



DOM NI C
(i dea)
You two shoul d hang out.

MONTY
What ?

DOM NI C
You and Al na shoul d get together and
hang out. Confort her.

MONTY
Yeah. Shit, yeah. She's probably
freaking out nore than | am

DOM NI C
So, get together.

MONTY
| guess | could invite her over?

DOM NI C
No!
(conposes self)
No, no. You should go out. Mke a

night of it.
MONTY
What ?
DOM NI C
Go on a wal k, sonewhere public. GCet
sone fresh air. It will be good for

the two of you.

MONTY
What about you?
DOM NI C
What about ne?
MONTY
Wanna join us?
DOM NI C
|- uh...l can't. You know how | get,

ew enoti ons, gr oss.

Monty nods, unsure, but going along with it.
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DOM NI C CONTD
But text ne after. 1'd like to hear
about it.

MONTY
Okay. Thanks for tal king ne down.

Dom nic | ooks to his car and to Monty.

DOM NI C
O course. W're friends, aren't we?
That being said, | have to go. |I'm

behi nd on work...stuff. Text ne about
t he ni ght though.

Dominic gets in his car and begins to drive away

THROUGH THE BACK W NDOW OF THE TRUCK WE CAN SEE MONTY
STANDI NG ALONE | N THE PARKI NG LOT.

EXT. MONTY' S HOUSE- LATE N GHT

Domnic is crouched on the porch of Mdnty's house, picking
the lock to their front door. Al of the lights are off
inside the house and it is quiet. Dom nic seens frustrated.
It becones clear he is watching a YouTube tutorial for |ock
pi cking with his headphones in. Eventually the door becones
unl ocked. He quickly stuffs his phone into his pocket and
enters the house.

EXT. MONTY'S HOUSE- STILL LATE NI GHT

Dom nic wal ks into the hallway of the house, |ooking around.
He has never been here before. There is a small noise from
the kitchen and he goes to it. Looking around the kitchen in
cl ean and enpty, save for a half cup of water sitting on the
island. Domnic, still in the kitchen, peers his head into
anot her room As he does this a little girl's head peers
around fromthe island, watching him Dom nic does not see
this. He turns his head to the gl ass back door to see a |ight
on in the shed. He realizes he needs to nove fast.

FROM BEHI ND THE | SLAND, HALF SHOW NG THE G RL, WHO | S VERY
SCARED, AND HALF SHOW NG DOM NI C WALKI NG AWAY FROM THE
KI TCHEN AND OPENI NG A DOOR TO ANOTHER ROOM

BACK TO DOM NI C S POV
Dom nic opens a door to find the master bedroom In the bed,

Des is sleeping, but Monty is not there. Dom nic wal ks to the
bed, takes a pillow, and covers Des's face. After a nonent,
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this causes Des to wake up. Des struggles. He begi ns noving
wildly, Domnic does not let up. Eventually, Des's struggles
becone fewer and fewer. Then there is the sound of a door
creaki ng open. Through the dimlight the little girl is
standi ng, watching Dom nic. Dom nic turns and sees her.

DOM NI C
(under breath)
Shit.

Dom ni c panics. He grabs the heaviest itemclosest to himand
smashes the the bedroom w ndow and clinbs out. He begins to
run away the little girl's voice can be heard.

LI TTLE G RL
Dad?
(a pause, then nore pani cked)
Daddy?!

END EPI SODE



Kill Al Your Friends
By

Flora-King Smth



EXT. GAS STATI ON PARKI NG LOT - EARLY EVEN NG

Teen Dom nic, Teen Alma, Teen Monty, Teen Rone, Teen Richie,
and Teen El eanor sit in the bed of Richie's truck. The sun is
just starting to set and they are all |aughing.

TEEN ALMA
There's 39 grans of sugar in an
average soda can. And you gave them

t hr ee?

TEEN DOM NI C
Each.

TEEN ROME
Each?

TEEN ELEANOR
No wonder you got fired.

TEEN ROVE
No kid should be allowed to have that
much sugar in a day.

TEEN RI CH E
Those ki ds shoul d be dead

TEEN DOM NI C
And | have to pay for the w ndow.

TEEN ALMA
That makes sense.

TEEN DOM NI C
(to Teen El eanor and Teen Rone)
You said baby sitting was easy noney.

TEEN ELEANOR
Apparently not to everyone.

They | augh as the doors to the gas station open and out cones
Teen Carter. He is wearing a back pack and eating a bag of
chi ps. Everyone in the bed of the truck appl auds

TEEN MONTY
Do you got it?

Carter eyes the closing gas station doors and then Teen
Monty, indicating himto shut up.



TEEN MONTY
Shit, sorry.
(whi speri ng)

Do you got it?

Teen Carter wal ks over to the truck and clinbs in. He hands
Teen Dom nic his chips as he unzips his backpack and pulls
out two six packs of beer. Everyone descends on them

TEEN RI CH E
How much do we owe you?

TEEN CARTER
$1.28 each. $2.56 if you're planning
drinking the remaining five.

TEEN MONTY
Di bs.

TEEN DOM NI C
Di bs!

TEEN RI CH E/ TEEN ROVE/ TEEN ALNA
Di bs.

TEEN ELEANOR
| didn't know we were doing dibs.

Everyone starts drinking, except Domnic who is still eating
chi ps

TEEN ROVE
That's the risk of dibs.

TEEN DOM NI C
You're not mssing out. It tastes bad.

TEEN RI CHI E
The why are you drinking it?

TEEN DOM NI C
| don't know, it's classic teen

Amer i cana.
TEEN ELEANOR
VWll, | like howit tastes.
TEEN ALMA

It's cheap gas station beer.



TEEN ELEANCR
Cheap can still taste good!

TEEN CARTER
"' mglad you think so, because we are
cel ebrating.

TEEN MONTY
(raises can in the air)
To passing Ms. Langman's ridi cul ous
test.

everyone raises their cans in the air and cheers, including
Dom ni ¢ who qui ckly opens his can and thrusts it in the air.
It expl odes. Everyone begi ns |aughing and yelling

THE GROUP
(adli bs)
Hey/Dom nic/l1t's everywhere/l'm
soaked/ et c.

| NT. HOSPI TAL, WAI TI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Domnic and Alma sit in the (nostly) enpty waiting room of
the hospital. Dom nic snacks on sone sweets he purchased from
t he nearby vending machine. Alma is on her phone. Dom nic

of fers her the bag.

ALNA
Did you bring those from hone?
DOM NI C
Vendi ng machi ne. Down the hall by the

bat hr oons.
She shakes her head, declining the sweets

DOM NI C CONT' D
You sure? They're pretty good.

ALMA
| can't eat when |'mnervous. |t nekes
my stomach feel sick

Dom nic pulls back fromthe bag and begins eating fromit
again

DOM NI C



ALNA
| appreciate you offering.

DOM NI C
Why are you nervous? The police don't
think you're a nurderer anynore.

ALNA
That's true.

DOM NI C
So, you're hone free.

ALNA
(unsure if Domnic is joking)
W're in a hospital

DOM NI C
Are you scared of hospital s?

ALNA
| "' m scared soneone we know is dying in
one.

DOM NI C

| don't really know Des that well

ALMA
Monty asked us to be here, that's what
friends do. For Monty.

DOM NI C
(smles, as if confirmng)
Monty.
Speak of the devil, Mnty enters fromaround the hall. Alma

and Dom nic stand up. Monty wal ks to them

ALNA
| s he okay? Are you okay?

Monty hugs both Dom nic and Al nma

MONTY
Thanks for com ng guys.

DOM NI C
That's what friends do.

MONTY
He's-He's okay. Well, he's alive.



This is not great news to Domnic, but he tries to hide his
distain. Alma breathes a sigh of relief.

ALMA
That's great.
MONTY
Yeah. Luckily, Aria called 911.
ALMA
She's a smart girl.
MONTY
Yeah. yeah. | mean, they have to keep

hi m over night for a bunch of tests
that | don't understand. And he, uh,
he starts pani cki ng when he thinks
about falling asleep, so they m ght
have to dose himtonight. But, he's
alive.

Alma pulls Mnty back into a hug

DOM NI C
Are you okay?
MONTY
Not really. | don't understand how

t hi s happened, why this happened.

ALNA
Where are your children?

MONTY
| dropped themoff at ny parents. |I'm
not really sure of the protocol on
letting themin on the situation. They
al ready know too mnuch

Al ma nods at this.

MONTY
| shoul d probably go back in there.

Alma puts a hand on Monty's shoul der and a hand on Dom nic's
shoul der

ALNA
We are here if you need us.



MONTY
Thank you, bot h.

I NT. ALMA'S CHI LDHOOD HOVE- DAY

Teen Dom nic, Teen Monty, Teen Richie, Teen Rone, Teen
Carter, and Teen El eanor all surround Teen Alma who is
sitting on the couch. There are birthday decorations strewn
up and present sit on the coffee table in front of Teen Al ma.
Teen Alma has just finished opening a necklace and is putting
it away.

TEEN ALMA
Thank you, El. | really love it.
TEEN ELEANOR
|"'mglad! I can show you how to nake
sonething like it sonetine, if you
want .
TEEN ALMA

Sounds ni ce.

TEEN DOM NI C
Ckay, whose next?

TEEN ALMA
| think, Richie.

Teen Richie, red in the face picks up a nessily wapped gift
box fromthe table and hands it to Alma. She takes it and
begi ns openi ng.

TEEN RI CH E
It's cool if you don't like it, but
it's also cool if you do like it. It's
cool either way.

TEEN ALMA

(playfully)
Shut up, Richie.

Teen Alma gets the box open to reveal a large, half full,
grocery bag. She looks in the bag and her face changes to
confusion. She sticks her hand in and pulls out a handful of
| oose drill heads.

TEEN ALMA
[t's...?



Teen Dom

TEEN RI CH E
It's drill heads.

TEEN ALMA
Ckay, | can see that. Thank you.

TEEN RI CH E
(slight panic)
For drilling!

ni ¢ begins laughing really hard

TEEN RI CH E
What? I n case you need drill heads.

TEEN ALMA
Wiy are they | oose in a bag?

TEEN RI CH E
| don't know! They just cane that way.

TEEN ALMA
Did you...D d you steal these
i ndi vi dual |'y?

TEEN RI CH E
What ? No!
(points to Dom nic)
Dom ni ¢ hel ped ne pick them out.

TEEN DOM NI C
(through | aughter)
| did. W went to a thrift store.

TEEN ALMA
Wel |, Thank you. These are...nice.

TEEN RI CH E
(enbarrassed)
Ch no, you hate them

TEEN ALNMA
| don't hate them | don't hate them
Maybe |I'm just m ssing the joke or
sonet hi ng.

TEEN RI CHI E
" mnot joking. There's no joke.
(sorta sheepish)
You, uh, you nentioned |last tinme that
we hung out that you were considering



j oi ni ng backstage crew for the
nmusi cal . As a extracurricul ar.

TEEN ALMA
(heartfelt)
.

TEEN RI CH E
And you said you didn't really have
any experience or know where to start.
| just though that this
I S...sonething?

TEEN ALNMA
(this means a lot to her)
This is sonething. This is really
t hought ful . Thanks Ri chie.

Teen Al ma stands up and hugs Richie, he's enbarrassed

TEEN RI CH E
(earnest)
Yeah, of course.

| NT. HOSPI TAL, DES' S ROOM - AFTERNOON

Des lies in a hospital bed. On his bedside is a plate of half
eaten food. On the table by the door there is a vase with a
few flowers and a card. Alma, Minty, and Dom nic stand around
hi m

DES
It's a nice set up. The bed is a
little wonky, but | can't conplain.

MONTY
(smal | [ augh)
G ven the circunmstances, | think we
woul d all understand if you
conpl ai ned.

DES
|"mjust worried about the girls. |
feel bad |l eaving them That was a
scary situation to experience.

DOM NI C
Do you know what happened?

DES
| spoke with the cops. Someone picked



DES CONT' D

our | ocks. Nothing was broken.
DOM NI C

Do you know who did it?
DES

Well, no. But it's a small town.

Monty, sensing Des's disconfort, tries to change the topic.

MONTY
We don't have to keep tal ki ng about
this.

DOM NI C
Why not ?

ALNA
We're just glad that you are okay,
Des.

DES
Me too.

DOM NI C

|"mgoing to go grab a drink fromthe
vendi ng machi ne. Do you guys want
anyt hi ng?

DES
| would | ove sonething with caffeine.

Dominic was nore offering to Alma and Monty, but now he's
ki nda stuck

DOM NI C
(resigned)
Sur e.

Dom nic | eaves the roomas Alnma, Des, and Monty keep
chatti ng.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL BATHROOM - DAY

Teen Domnic sits on the sink counter of the bathroom He
stares at the watch on his wist, calculating his tine. He is
wai ting. The door to the bathroom opens and Teen Dom nic

qui ckly hops off the counter, turn off the sink, and pretends
to wash his hands. He | ooks over his shoulder to see who has
entered and Teen Carter stands behind him



TEEN DOM NI C

10.

Oh shit, it's just you. You scared ne,

man.

TEEN CARTER

Come on Dom we're going to be late to

cl ass.

TEEN DOM NI C
That's the point.

TEEN CARTER

Way are you avoiding M. Foster's

class? | thought you liked it?

TEEN DOM NI C

| like M. Foster, but class is class.

TEEN CARTER
You're going to get ne marked | ate,
let's go.

TEEN DOM NI C
Go without nme! I'mtrying to break

Bret Brockman's record

TEEN CARTER

We've got two minutes until the bel
rings and | risked ny attendance for

you, we're going.

Teen Carter grabs Teen Dom nic's hand and drags hi mtowards

t he bat hroom door to go back to class.

Teen Dom ni c shouts

and protests, but gets dragged in the end

| NT. HOSPI TAL - AFTERNOON

Dom ni ¢ approaches Des's roomcarrying two drinks. As he
reaches it. The conversation gets |ouder. Instead of

entering, he stops and |istens.

MONTY

| nmean, | agree. But we haven't even

found a solid place yet.

DES
At this point, I'mfine with just
renting. | love you, Md, but | can't

see a future here.
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MONTY
No, | get it. Neither can |
ALMA
| f you need help noving | can
vol unt eer.
MONTY

Thanks, Al na. Appreciate it.

DES
| just hope your parents aren't upset.

MONTY
They're just going to have to cope.
This place isn't safe anynore.

DES
(to Al ma)
Not to shit on the place you grew up
or anyt hing.
ALMA

Truthfully, this place has not been
honme in a long tine.

Dom nic turns around and wal ks to the el evator, pissed. He
dunps the full bottles in the nearest garbage, boards the
el evator, and | eaves.

EXT. CAMPI NG SI TE, WOODS - N GHT

Teen Dominic, Teen Carter Teen Ronme, and Teen Alma all sit
around a dying canp fire. They all |ook very tired, but are
doing their best to all stay awake. Teen Monty's voi ce cones
from behind a tree.

TEEN MONTY
VWhere i s El eanor?!

TEEN CARTER
She' s gonna be back anytinme now.

TEEN ALNMA
She coul d be | ost.

TEEN ROVE
She woul dn't be. El | oves the woods.

TEEN MONTY
Quys, | can't squat for much | onger.
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TEEN MONTY CONT' D
My quads aren't that strong.

TEEN DOM NI C
Just sit down then.

TEEN MONTY
| don't think you understand the
di sgusti ngness that's happening right

now.
(to Richie)

Richie, why didn't you bring toilet
paper !

TEEN ALMA
Ri chie went to bed 20 m nutes ago
Monty.

TEEN MONTY

|"mgoing to kill him

TEEN ALMA
You shoul dn't have had the gel at o!

TEEN MONTY
Do not yell at me right now | didn't
know it was made with dairy.

TEEN ROVE
Celato is just mlk, cream eggs, and
sugar. It's three quarters dairy.

TEEN MONTY
| really don't have it in ne to argue
ri ght now.

TEEN ROME
Sorry!

TEEN MONTY

VWhere is El eanor? How difficult coul d
it be to get toilet paper?

HOSPI TAL - NI CGHT

Donminic enters the hospital, determned. It is late at night
and this small town hospital is nostly deserted. He wal ks to
t he el evator and boards it.

On the enpty elevator he fidgets with his jacket pocket. He
t hen decides to check it, he pulls a small gun out of his
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pocket and | ooks at it. He lightly puts his fingers on the
trigger, considering practicing pulling it. The el evator
di ngs and Dom nic quickly stuffs the gun back in his pocket.

The el evator let's Domnic out at a long corridor, this is
the floor that Des is on. Domnic is going to finish the job
this time. He is not playing around. He wal ks down the
corridor, past the bathroom and vendi ng machi ne. He passes a
medi um entry way and keeps wal ki ng.

ALMA' S POV:

Al ma, who was previously asleep on Monty's shoul der (al so
asleep) in the waiting room adjusts her head. It slips off
Monty's shoul der and she is awake. Although her eyes are
groggy, through the mediumentry way sees Domnic (just for a
monment) wal ks past in the corridor. She taps Monty. Mnty
stirs. She shakes Monty, this tinme Mnty wakes up. Al ma puts
her finger to her nouth, universal synbol to be quiet. A ma

t hen, stands and gestures for Monty to follow They do so.
Alma and Monty head to the corridor.

BACK TO DOM NI C S POV:

Dom nic reaches Des's room Although the lights in his room
are off, the street lights shine through the unused blinds in
the room Des is asleep and fairly drugged up. Dom nic takes
a deep breath and approaches him He readies the gun and
points it at Des's sleeping head

MONTY
(heartbroken, disbelief)
Domi ni c?

SH FT TO DOORWAY OF DES' S ROOM MONTY STANDS, W TH ALMNA
BEH ND H M

BACK TO ORI G NAL SHOT
DOM NI C
(surprised)
Monty. Al ma.

Dom nic realizes what he | ooks Iike and quickly puts the gun
in his back pocket, as if they hadn't already seen it

DOM NI C CONT' D
This isn't what it | ooks |ike.

ALNA
You were about to shoot Des.
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DOM NI C
It is what it |ooks like, but | can
expl ai n!
ALMA
It's you.
DOM NI C
VWhat ?
ALMA

You're the killer. Eleanor, Richie,
Ronme. It's you.

DOM NI C

It's- no, you don't get it.
MONTY

You're killing our friends?

Dom ni ¢ | ooks to Des, unconvi nced.

DOM NI C
| would hardly say this guy is our
friend.

MONTY

That is ny husband, you notherfucker.

Monty grabs the vase by the door a snmashes it, they now hold
one very large shard. He charges. Al nma foll ows.

| NT. TEEN CARTER S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

Teen Dom nic and Teen Carter sit on Teen Carter's bed. It's
clear that Teen Dom nic has been crying, but now nore so

di ssoci ating. Teen Cater puts his arm around Teen Domi ni c,
trying to ground him

TEEN CARTER
Hey, are you with ne?

Teen Domnic pulls hinself out of the trance and | ooks to
Teen Carter

TEEN DOM NI C
No, yeah. |'m good.

TEEN CARTER
Are you sure?



TEEN DOM NI C
Yeah.
(sniffles)
|, uh, | thought |I would be handling
this better than I am

TEEN CARTER
| think you're handling well.

TEEN DOM NI C
(weak | augh)
| thought anniversaries were supposed
to be happy.

TEEN CARTER
" m sure she | oved you, Dom

TEEN DOM NI C
Then why did she | eave?

TEEN CARTER
| don't know.

15.

There is a long silence as Teen Domnic tries to prevent

hi nsel f from crying again

TEEN DOM NI C
| think you would have |iked her--ny
nmom She was cool . Funny.

TEEN CARTER
Yeah.

TEEN DOM NI C
Fuck, it's been a year. | really
t hought she was going to conme back
but it's been a year.

Domnic starts to cry again. Carter hugs him

TEEN CARTER
| get that you're scared, but it's
goi ng to be okay.

TEEN DOM NI C
|"mnot scared. |'mangry.

TEEN CARTER
Those can be the sane thing.

Dom nic and Carter |eave the hug, but Carter still

sits cl ose
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TEEN DOM NI C
| hate this. | hate feeling like this.

TEEN CARTER
|'ve got your back, Domnic. You're
not going to feel |like this al one.
TEEN DOM NI C
| can't-- | don't--
TEEN CARTER
You won't.

TEEN DOM NI C
Can | stay over tonight? | don't want
to go back home. It feels enptier than
nor mal .

TEEN CARTER
O course. I'mhere for you. It's us,
dude.
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| NT. HOSPI TAL, DES' S ROOM - N GHT

Alma is a few inches behind Monty, in the mddle of the room
Monty charges at Domnic with the shard and Dom nic pulls the
gun back out and points it at Monty. Monty stops.

DOM NI C
Pl ease don't make ne.

MONTY
Are you gonna shoot nme?

DOM NI C
| don't want to.

MONTY
Wiy not? You did it to everyone el se.

Alma | ooks at Dominic and then to the door, she starts to
make a run for it, but Dom nic points the gun at Al ma and she
st ops.

DOM NI C
Alma, |'m serious.
For a nmonment everyone and everything is very still and very

si | ent

DOM NI C CONT' D
Stop what you're doing. And let ne
expl ai n.
(a pause)
This is what Carter would want.

ALNMA
Wh-

DOM NI C
Li st en!

There is a prol onged qui et

DOM NI C
Hi gh school was the best nmonent in our
lives. W didn't have jobs or bills or
fucking groceries to buy. And sure, we
weren't popular and we weren't close
to val edictorian, but we had each
ot her. You know? W were best friends.



We hung out all the tinme. And we | oved
each other and it was awesone. But,
then it had to end. And we said we
woul d keep in touch and I don't even
know if we tried. But then Carter had
to go and get hit by a fucking car and
| just don't see you guys anynore. |
don't hear fromyou and it's |ike
fuck. I showed up to this stupid
hospital every week and | didn't see
any of you. Not even once. So ny best
friend is gone and then ny other
friends are gone and it's- what the
fuck?

MONTY
Dom n-

DOM NI C

Shut up. Shut the fuck up. |I'm not
done.

(a pause)
Doi ng good deeds doesn't do anyt hi ng.
Medi ci ne, prayer, nothing changed. And
right when I'mabout to call it.
Carter bites it. And so, |I'mthinking
m ght as well say goodbye. But there
you all are. And sure you | ook
different, but you | ook the sane. And
we're in Rchie's car and we're
| aughing and that's how it was

supposed to be. Forever. Don't you get
it?

It's quiet

DOM NI C

| asked you a question!
MONTY

| don't- | don't know.
DOM NI C

Carter should have died in that car
crash all those years ago. But he held
on. Because he knew years later his
funeral woul d keep us together. He's
the glue. He sacrificed hinself so we
could still be friends.

18.
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ALMA
Friends? He didn't sacrifice anything,
Dom He died. And even if it had been
sonme sort of atonenment it woul d have
been in vein because you killed them
al | .

DOM NI C
No, no. Only when | had to. Only when
we were drifting apart. To keep us
t oget her.

Monty drops the large shard. He puts both of his hands up,
then they | ook at Al ma suggesting that she do the sane thing.
Al ma puts her hands up too. They both slowy start to

appr oach Domi ni c.

MONTY
(trying to cone off as calm as
possi bl e)
Li sten, man- Dom nic. Dom Put the gun
down. We can figure this out. Me and
you and Alma. We can find a sol ution.

Domnic still points the gun at Monty and Al ma, although it
waver s
DOM NI C
You think I'"'mthe nonster, but |'m
not. I'mthe hero. The herol!
MONTY

(still approachi ng)
We know. W& know. Just give the gun to
ne.

Dom nic slowmy | owers the gun. As he does this, Alma and
Monty get faster. They grab him for what at first seens |ike
a hug. He accepts this hugs and drops the gun. Quickly the
"hug" turns into Dom nic being restrained. Mnty kicks the

gun under the bed.

DOM NI C
What are you doi ng? Stop

ALMA
Do you have hinf

MONTY
Got him
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Wth the confirmation that Domnic is trapped, Alma lets go
and runs to the nearest fire alarm She pulls it. Dom nic
wiggles and tries to work his way out of Monty's grasp. He
uses his spare armto pulls Mnty's back maki ng Monty | et go.
Dom ni ¢ goes under the bed to get the gun while Mnty runs
out of the room They close the doors and lock it. They then
| eans agai nst the door, using their body wait to hold it

cl osed. The door shakes as Domnic tries to open it.

DOM NI C
Let nme out, Monty! Let ne out.

MONTY
Alma pulled the fire alarm People are
com ng and you're not |eaving that
roomuntil they're here.

DOM NI C
|"mjust trying to help. Let ne hel p!

The door continues to shake, until all of a sudden it stops.
Monty breathes a sigh of relief before the sound of the gun
going off. dass shatters over Monty's head. Dom nic had shot
the smal|l glass wi ndow the door. Dom nic's hand reaches out
and begins to feel around for the door handle. Mnty begins
to run

| NT. TEEN CARTER S BEDROOM - LATE NI GHT

Teen Dom nic, Teen Carter, Teen Alma, Teen Rone, Teen Monty,
Teen El eanor, and Teen Richie (who is laying down) all sit on
the floor of Teen Carter's bedroom The surround a gane of
"Sorry" with a pile of "Uno" cards in the center of the
board. They each hold several "Uno" cards in hand.

Teen Monty, who is sitting next to Teen Rone, places a draw
four card.

TEEN ROVE
No, you can't do that.
TEEN MONTY
| absolutely can. Draw four and take a

dri nk.
Teen Monty hands Teen Rome a red solo cup of sone concoction

TEEN ROVE
It's not a nunber card
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TEEN MONTY
So?

TEEN ROVE
So, you're choosing to attack ne
rat her than nove?

TEEN MONTY
Yeah. |'m al ready w nni ng.

ALNA
Hardly. You counted a draw two card as
a way of getting out of your start
space.

TEEN MONTY
No one said | couldn't do that.

TEEN ROVE
|"malready tipsy. Attack Carter, he
al nrost has an uno.

TEEN CARTER
But none of ny pieces are in the safe
zone yet, so it doesn't matter.

TEEN ROVE
| "' m hel ping nmy dad at shop tonorrow, |
can't get drunk.

TEEN DOM NI C
The drinking part was your idea.

TEEN MONTY
| thought it was El eanor's

TEEN ELEANOR
It was probably definitely nmy idea. |
got a Don ny math test. |1'm |l ooking
to get messed up

TEEN ROME
See.

TEEN ELEANOR
|"ve got you. I'll drink on your
behal f.

TEEN ALMA
That's technically cheating.
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Teen El eanor takes the red solo cup from Teen Rone and down
it in one go.

TEEN CARTER
El, that was all we had | eft.

TEEN ROME
| guess the ganme has to be over now.

TEEN MONTY
You' re such sore | oser.

TEEN ELEANCR
It had to end anyway. Richie is fully
asl eep.

In a nonent of silence, everyone | ooks over to Teen Richie
who is fully asleep on the floor. Everyone | aughs.

TEEN ALNMA
| was wondering why it felt so quiet.

TEEN ROME
| think he has the right idea.

TEEN DOM NI C
Cone on guys, one nore gane?

TEEN MONTY
Aren't you tired of me crushing you?

TEEN CARTER
The sooner we get to sleep, the sooner
we get to wake up. My nomis making
chocol at e chi p pancakes.

As everyone is chatting, they're getting into their sleeping
bags and what not. Teen Dom nic goes to the light swtch.

TEEN DOM NI C
Ni ght, guys.

Teen Dom nic swtches off the Iight

I NT. HOSPI TAL, DES' S FLOOR - N GHT

Alma and Monty sit behind a | arge abandoned receptioni st desk
in the waiting roomon the third floor of the hospital. The
sound of the fire alarmblazes. Around them Domnic's voice
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can be heard.

DOM NI C
Quys, listen, | don't think
explained it right. | don't want any
of this, I just want to be friends. |
just want things to go back to the way
that they were. | don't want to hurt
you, | just need you to trust ne that

| know what |'m doing. Guys? You can
conme out now?

CLOSE UP ON ALMA AND MONTY
Al ma huddl es closer to Monty and whi spers

ALNA
| think I amgoing to be sick

Monty puts their hand over Alma's nouth. They are both very
scared. Dom ni ¢ approaches the desk. He faces away fromit,
but is nearly touching it. He holds the gun | oosely to his

si de.

DOM NI C
Alma, Monty | just need you to trust
me. | need you to stay. Al |'m asking

is for you to stay.

Alma | ooks to Monty, she is about to do sonething very brave,
but very stupid. Monty shakes his head "no". Slowy Al m
stands up. Domnic is still facing away and shouting so he
does not see this. Alnma grabs the | arge phone fromthe desk
and (as hard as she can) hits Dom nic over the head with it.
Dom ni ¢ turns around wobbly and in shock. Al ma junps over the
counter and on top of Domnic, pinning his arns to his side.
Dom nic is bleeding, but not unconscious.

DOM NI C
Wat are you doi ng?

Monty comes out fromthe counter. She goes to Dom nic and
pulls the gun out of his hands. They then puts the gun to
Dom ni c's head.

DOM NI C
What ? Are you going to shoot ne?

ALNA
Way shoul dn't we?
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DOM NI C
You're not a killer, Mnty. Neither of
you are.

MONTY

We t hought the same about you. People
can be w ong.

DOM NI C
l"'mnot a killer.

ALMA
You killed so many peopl e.

DOM NI C
|*ve killed, but I"'mnot a killer.
only did what | did because | care.
(ki nda pi ssed)
Wiy can't either of you see that?

ALMA
You're a killer, Domnic.

DOM NI C
If you really believed that, you would
have al ready shot ne.

Alma | ooks to Monty. Monty stares at Domnic trying to get
the nerve to do it. Alma waits. There is a weak pause.

DOM NI C
That's what | thought.

Domnic forces Alma off of himand kicks Monty's arns maki ng
t hem angel the gun upwards. It goes off, knocking the |ights.
Dom nic goes for the elevator. Monty and Alma follow, Mnty
still points the gun at Domnic. Domnic waits for the

el evator to open, the light fromthe w ndow behind him
illum nates him

DOM NI C
You can't shoot ne because you care
about ne.

MONTY

| don't need to shoot you.

Sirens can be heard as the fire departnent, police, and
anbul ance arrive
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MONTY CONT' D
because help has arrived.

DOM NI C
"' mnot scared of them

ALNMA
Then you shoul d be scared of us.

Al ma takes the gun from Monty, points it at Dom nic and
shoot s.

I NT. ALMA' S CHI LDHOOD HOVE - LATE AFTERNOON

Teen El eanor, Teen Domi nic, Teen Monty, Teen Carter, Teen
Ri chie, and Teen Ronme all sit outside Teen Alma's cl osed
bedroom door in a small hallway. They crowd around it. Teen
Alma's voice can be heard fromthe other side of the door.

TEEN ELEANOR
| brought you the homework from cl ass.

TEEN ALMA
You can just leave it on the dining
roomtable. | can get it l|ater

TEEN ELEANOR
O | can give it to you.

TEEN RI CH E
Just open the door, Alma. Please.

TEEN CARTER
We're worried about you.

TEEN ALMA
Pl ease, go away!

TEEN DOM NI C
W' re not goi ng anywhere.

TEEN ALNA
You all think that |I'mcrazy.

TEEN RI CH E
We don't think that!

TEEN ALNMA
He didn't do it. He couldn't have done
it. He was happy! W were happy.
Soneone did sonething to him
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TEEN RI CH E
Al ma-

TEEN ALMA
Stop it. Just stop it, all of you!

TEEN MONTY
We know you' re upset about Benji, but
we wanna be here for you. And if you
wanna sit in that room that's fine
but we're not |eaving you. We'll just
sit out here and wait.

TEEN ALNMA
You don't get it. None of you get it.
He wouldn't do this. It's not fair.

TEEN DOM NI C
You're right. It's not fair. And it's
never going to be fair.

TEEN MONTY
Dom ni c.

TEEN DOM NI C
No, she's right. People |eaving sucks.
And they shouldn't leave if they |ove
you, but sonetines they do. Sonetines
they do. But us, we're staying. This
is us choosing to stay.

There is a | ong pause. Alma's bedroom door creaks open and
Teen Alma is sitting on the floor crying. The group surround
her in a hug.

TEEN DOM NI C
We | ove you and we're staying.
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ACT THREE

I NT. HOSPI TAL, DES' S FLOOR - N GHT

Dom nic stands at the end of the hallway by the elevator in
front of a window. Mnty and Alma stand a foot or so in front
of hi m bl ocki ng any other way out. Al ma has the gun pointed
at Dom nic, she had just pulled the trigger. Nothing
happened. She | ooks confused. She pulls it again. Nothing
happens. She hits it. Dom nic |ooks confused and hurt.

DOM NI C
You were going to shoot ne.

Al ma shakes the gun, still pointed at Domi nic. She pulls the
trigger again

ALNA
It isn't working?

DOM NI C
Yeah, it's out of bullets. You were
actually going to shoot ne.

THROUGH THE W NDOW BEHIND DOM NI C I T CAN BE SEEN THAT ALL THE
911 CORRESPONDENTS HAVE ARRI VED

DOM NI C CONT' D
(to Monty)
And you didn't stop her.

MONTY
Wiy don't you get it? W never want to
see you agai n.

DOM NI C
(upset)
| don't believe you.

MONTY
She just tried to shoot you. How nore
cl ear can we be?

DOM NI C
| can't go prison. I won't go. | can't
be al one again. Wy don't you
understand that | just don't want to

be al one agai n.

ALNA
You are destined to be alone, Donm nic.
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Voi ces can be heard com ng fromthe other end of the corridor
and the stairs. Cops are entering the building.

DOM NI C
| just wanted to be the glue. It was
my turn to be the glue. Like high
school. And the truck. Al of us. It's
not ny fault no one picked up. |
al wvays texted and no one picked up and

this isn't nmy fault. | don't want to
be alone. | did what | had to do to
keep going. | just wanted to want to
keep goi ng.

The el evator opens and it's filled with cops and such. He's
caught. Al of the cops point guns at Doni nic.

DOM NI C
(to Monty and Al ma, crying and
sm |ing)
| love you both, but I won't be al one

agai n.

Dom ni ¢ breaks the glass of the w ndow behi nd himand junps
out, killing hinself. Alma and Monty run to the w ndow and
| ook out.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL, MR FOSTER S CLASSROOM - DAY

Seven desks have been pushed together to create one big
tabl e. Teen El eanor, Teen Dom nic, Teen Monty, Teen Carter,
Teen Richie, Teen Rone, and Teen Alma sits at said desks.
They have out their conputers and books.

TEEN RI CH E
| can't focus anynore. | can feel ny
brain rotting.

TEEN CARTER
Take a break.

TEEN RI CH E
And | et you get ahead of nme in another
subj ect ? Funny.

TEEN CARTER
"' m not ahead of you. You have good
gr ades.

TEEN RI CH E

| have fine grades. You and Al na have



good gr ades.

TEEN ELEANOR
You coul d have shit grades |ike ne and
Dom ni c.

TEEN RI CH E

That's true. | feel nuch better
TEEN ROVE

Just one nore nonth and you'll never

have to take anot her high school test
agai n.

TEEN RI CH E
And | feel even better.

TEEN DOM NI C
Are you guys not nervous about
graduati on?

TEEN ALMA
| was accepted into ny favored school,
my grades are nice, ny friends are
happy. | think, for once, | feel I|ike
there is a chance for snooth sailing.
For awhil e anyway.

TEEN MONTY
| like to hear that.

TEEN DOM NI C
Are any of you guys planning to stay
in town, living wse?

TEEN ELEANOR
|'ve got a gap year. |'mgoing to see
the world for a bit.

TEEN ROVE
"Il be here for a while. |I'm hel ping
out at the shop before going to
school .

TEEN RI CH E
Not me, |'m out of here.

TEEN DOM NI C
Oh.
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TEEN CARTER
You're going to school out of town
t oo, Dom

TEEN DOM NI C
Yeah, but I"'mstill in state. And |'1]1
be back...l nmean if you'll guys be
back.

TEEN CARTER
O course we'll be back. We're not

goi ng anywher e.

TEEN ELEANOR
And we'll call and text.

TEEN MONTY
This is going to be easy for us.

TEEN DOM NI C
| don't know. |'mworried. | don't
want to |lose this.

TEEN RI CH E
You' re such a sap.

TEEN ALMA
Ri chi e.

TEEN RI CH E

"' mjoking. He knows | care.

TEEN ROVE
Long di stance friendshi p has never
been so easy.

TEEN DOM NI C
May be.

Teen Carter offers Teen Dom nic his and and Teen Domni nic
takes it

TEEN CARTER
We' ve got this. | prom se.

EXT. HOSPI TAL - VERY EARLY MORNI NG
The parking ot of the hospital is filled wth energency

vehicles. Alma, Monty, and Des sit together at the back of
anbul ance truck

an
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DES
So he-

MONTY
Yeah

DES
And you-

ALMA
Yes.

It is quiet for a long tinme. Monty lays their head on Des's
shoul der

DES
| still don't get.

ALNA
Nobody did. | think that's what nade
it feel so |onely.

W DE SHOT AVWAY FROM MONTY AND ALMA AND DES

The sun is starting to rise and there is a huge puddl e of

bl ood bel ow the wi ndow of the third floor. The blood is
seeping into the concrete. Two medi cal professionals finish
zi pping up a body bag and begin to carry it away.

BACK TO MONTY AND ALMA AND DES

ALNA
|"mstill scared.
MONTY
Yeah, ne too. But You don't have to do

it al one.
Monty holds Al ma' s hand.
END EPI SODE



