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GRADE

5 UNIT 3
SESSION 15

AT-HOME EDITION

Our Response to God’s Gifts

Celebrating Christmas
Engage: Page 121

▶▶ Invite your child to quiet himself or herself and prepare to hear Sacred Scripture. Read 
aloud Jude 17–23. Then say: The Word of the Lord. Invite your child to respond, Thanks 
be to God.

▶▶ Invite your child to think of family members whom he or she resembles. Say: 
Sometimes we resemble other people in our looks or personality traits. To be holy 
means to resemble God’s traits. Invite your child to read aloud the paragraphs on 
page 121. Ask: Who revealed God’s traits to us? (Jesus) How can we imitate Jesus? (by 
loving and helping others and being in constant conversation with the Holy Spirit)

▶▶ Say: Let’s pray together to ask Jesus to be with us during Christmas. Pray aloud the 
prayer. Conclude by praying Amen.

Explore: Page 122
▶▶ Invite your child to read aloud We Celebrate God’s Gift During Christmas on page 122. 

Point out that Christmas is a time to think about God the Father’s gift to us—his Son, 
Jesus—and to honor this gift by answering his call to lead holy lives.

▶▶ Read aloud the activity directions. Discuss ways in which Jesus lived a holy life. Invite 
your child to complete the activity. Discuss his or her answers.

▶▶ Invite your child to read aloud the Reading God’s Word feature Say: God, the Most Holy, 
calls us to be holy ourselves. We must try to be holy in all that we do.

Reflect: Page 123
▶▶ Ask: When do we honor people in our family? (birthdays, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day) 

Say: The Holy Family sets the example for how our own family should live. We have a 
special feast day to honor the Holy Family.

▶▶ Invite your child to read aloud Mass During Christmas on page 123. Say: The Holy 
Family is Jesus’ family: Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. Jesus is the Son of God, but Mary 
and Joseph raised him as their child.

▶▶ Read aloud What We Experience. Discuss images you see in church during the 
Christmas season. Then read aloud the activity directions and invite your child to 
complete the activity.

▶▶ Read aloud the Did You Know? feature. Say: Joseph needed to work to support Mary 
and Jesus. To do this, he labored as a carpenter.
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Art Print: Page 124 
▶▶ Find in a magazine, in a book, or online a picture that shows a Nativity scene.
▶▶ Encourage your child to describe the picture in detail. Say: Although Jesus lived 

thousands of years ago, the story of his birth is still a relevant and important part of 
our lives today.

▶▶ Invite your child to turn to page 124. Read aloud the introduction and discuss the 
question.

▶▶ Invite your child to read aloud We Celebrate the Coming of Jesus. Say: The first Sunday 
following Christmas is the Feast of the Holy Family. This feast day is an opportunity 
to honor Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, as well as our own families.

▶▶ Read aloud The Gift of Jesus. Say: Jesus told the people that money and power could 
not bring them happiness. They had to put aside their greed and selfishness and 
love God and one another. Only then would they find peace and happiness.

▶▶ Read aloud the activity directions and give your child time to complete the activity. 
Discuss your child’s ideas and supply a few of your own.

▶▶ Together with your child, make a diorama of the birth of Jesus. Encourage your child to 
include everything he or she remembers from the story, such as sheep and shepherds, 
the star of Bethlehem, and the manger.

Respond: Pages 125–126
▶▶ Invite your child to read aloud the Faith Summary on page 125. Review the Words I 

Learned in this session. Read aloud Ways of Being Like Jesus and discuss how you can 
show respect and kindness to others during Christmas.

▶▶ Read aloud the activity directions and give your child time to complete the activity. 
Discuss his or her answers.

▶▶ Pray aloud the prayer as your child prays along silently. Pray the Sign of the Cross 
together.

▶▶ As a family, read and discuss With My Family on page 126, then make plans to complete 
the activity the next time you are at church. Pray aloud the prayer together. Say: During 
the Christmas season this year, let’s find some ways to honor the Holy Family.


