% 5 Adult Bible Study 09042025: Isaiah 2:1-5 (NIV)
Theme: Walking in the Light of the Lord
Duration: 45 minutes

Goal: To explore Isaiah’s vision of God’s future kingdom and reflect
on how we can live in the light of the Lord today.

] Opening (5 minutes)

J Welcome & Prayer: Invite participants to open with a short
prayer asking for insight and openness to God’s Word.

o Read Aloud: The Mountain of the Lord

2 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem:

?In the last days

the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
as the highest of the mountains;

it will be exalted above the hills,
and all nations will stream to it.

3Many peoples will come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the temple of the God of Jacob.

He will teach us his ways,
so that we may walk in his paths.”

The law will go out from Zion,
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4He will judge between the nations



and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war anymore.

*Come, descendants of Jacob,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.

@ Context & Background (5 minutes)
J Author: Isaiah, prophet in Judah during the 8th century BCE.
o Setting: A time of political instability and spiritual decline.

J Purpose of Passage: A prophetic vision of hope—God’s
ultimate plan for peace, unity, and righteousness.

Here's a vivid narrative that sets the stage for Isaiah 2:1-5, drawing
from the historical and spiritual climate of Judah in the 8th century
BCE:

m Judah Before Isaiah’s Vision: A Nation at the Crossroads

The Southern Kingdom of Judah, nestled in the hills of Jerusalem,
was living in the shadow of a storm. The year was somewhere in the
mid-700s BCE, and the world around Judah was shifting fast. The
mighty Assyrian Empire was rising like a tidal wave, swallowing up
smaller nations and threatening to crash into Judah’s borders. The
Northern Kingdom of Israel had already begun to feel the pressure,



and its fall to Assyria in 722 BCE would send shockwaves through
Judah’s leadership and people.

..... Political Instability and Foreign Entanglements

Judah’s kings—Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah—each faced
the challenge of navigating this volatile landscape. King Uzziah had
brought a measure of prosperity and military strength, but his pride
led to downfall. His successors inherited a kingdom increasingly
tempted to rely on political alliances rather than divine guidance.

King Ahaz, in particular, made a fateful decision: instead of trusting
God, he sought protection from Assyria by becoming its vassal. This
move brought temporary relief but long-term spiritual compromise.
Pagan practices crept into Judah’s worship, and the temple itself
was defiled by foreign influence.

Spiritual Decline and Social Injustice

Isaiah’s ministry began in this climate of fear, compromise, and
moral decay. The prophet saw beyond the political headlines—he
saw a people who had lost their way. The wealthy exploited the poor,
justice was perverted, and worship had become hollow ritual. The
leaders were corrupt, the priests were complicit, and the people
were distracted by idols and self-interest.

Isaiah’s words were sharp and urgent: “Stop doing wrong, learn to do
right! Seek justice, defend the oppressed” (Isaiah 1:16-17). But he
didn’t just bring warnings—he brought hope.

@ AVision of God’s Future



Isaiah 2:1-5 breaks through the gloom like sunrise over a battlefield.
In the midst of chaos, Isaiah sees a future where God’s mountain
rises above all others, drawing nations not to war, but to wisdom.
Instead of swords, there are plowshares. Instead of fear, there is
light.

This vision wasn’t just a dream—it was a divine invitation. “Come, let
us walk in the light of the Lord,” Isaiah urges. It’s a call to turn from
political games and spiritual apathy, and to embrace God’s justice,
peace, and presence.

Would you like this narrative woven into a teaching outline or
dramatized for a presentation? | can help tailor it to your audience or
format.

&3 Key Themes & Insights (15 minutes)
1. The Mountain of the Lord (v.2-3)

J Symbol of God’s presence, authority, and revelation.

All nations are drawn to it—not just Israel.

o Discussion: What does it mean for “all nations” to seek God?
How does this challenge exclusivity in faith?

2. Instruction & Transformation (v.3)
J God teaches His ways so people can walk in His paths.

. Reflection: How does learning from God change our behavior
and relationships?

3. Peace Over War (v.4)



J “They will beat their swords into plowshares...”
J A vision of global peace and justice.

J Discussion: What does this say about God’s priorities? How
can we be peacemakers today?

4. Callto Action (v.5)

o “Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the
Lord.”

J Not just a future hope, but a present invitation.

J Reflection: What does walking in God’s light look like in our
daily lives?

®: Group Discussion Prompts (10 minutes)
J What part of Isaiah’s vision resonates most with you?

o How do we balance hope for the future with action in the
present?

o In what ways can our church or community reflect this vision of
peace and unity?

/. Personal Application (5 minutes)
Invite participants to reflect silently or journal:

| What is one “path” of God you want to walk more faithfully?



J Is there a “sword” in your life that needs to become a

“plowshare”?

» o« Closing Prayer & Challenge (5 minutes)
J Prayer Focus: Ask God to help us walk in His light and be
agents of peace.

o Challenge: This week, intentionally practice one way of
“walking in the light”—whether through kindness, justice, or

learning.



