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Welcome 
We are thrilled to have you as our guest today as we show you why 
Mankato Playhouse has been called “Southern Minnesota’s Premier 
Dinner Theatre Experience!” 

Our Mission 
To bring  professional quality entertainment to the community, 
providing an exceptional experience for both our audience members 
and volunteers.  

Our Vision 
To produce high quality musical theater performances and Broadway 
Teen Workshops each season to showcase the talent we have in our 
local and surrounding communities. 

Who We Are 
Established in 2019, Mankato Playhouse (Davori Productions Co.) was 
founded by theater artists and enthusiasts David and Lori Holmes as a 
way to provide the local and surrounding communities an opportunity 
to experience and be involved in quality musical theater. Davori 
Productions relies on the creativity, passion, and inspiration of the 
board of directors, and volunteers who are mutually invested in the 
growth and success of the company.  

2020/2021 Board Members 
Board Officers  
	 Matthew Atwood - President 
	 Lori Holmes - Secretary 
	 Jeremy Meger - Treasurer 
	 David Holmes - Executive and Artistic Director 
Board Members 
	 John Kind	 	 Jeney Atwood 
	 Mike Lagerquist		 Katherine Jardon 
	 Taylor Prevo 

Board Information 
If you are interested in learning more about our board or would like to 
consider joining our team, download the Board Member Interest Form 
from our website and send it to info@davoriproductions.com  



Mankato Playhouse presents 

FOREVER PLAID 
Written and Originally Directed and Choreographed by 

STUART ROSS 

Musical Continuity Supervision and Arrangements by 
James Raitt 

Originally Produced by 
Gene Wolsk 

CAST 

Frankie……………………………………………………….…Matthew Atwood 
Sparky………………………………………………………………Noah Thomas 
Jinx………………………………….………………………………..Hans Bloedel 
Smudge……………………………………………………………..…Paul Ragan 

ARTISTIC TEAM 
Director — Kevin J. Barnard 

Music Director — Katherine Jardon 
Technical Director — Calla Defries 
Sound Board Operator — Liz Eder 
Costumes & Props — Lori Holmes 

Set Designer — David Holmes 
Graphic Designer — Matthew Atwood 

Spotlight — Seth Rausch & Travis Shafer 

MUSICIANS 
Pianist — Noah Wilson 
Bassist — Al Behrends 

FOREVER PLAID 
is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). 

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. 
www.MTIShows.com 

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this 
production is strictly prohibited. 

http://www.MTIShows.com


SONGS 

ACT I 

1………………………………………………………………….…..Deus ex Plaid 
2………………………………………………..…..Three Coins In The Fountain 
3……………………………………………………….…..Gotta Be This Or That 
4………………………………………………………………………….Undecided 
5………………………………………………………….Moments To Remember 
6…………………………………………………….………Crazy ‘Bout Ya Baby 
7……………………………..…..The Osterizer School Of Harmonic Theory 
8……………………………………………………………………..No Not Much 
9………………………………………………………………………………Perfidia 
10……………………………………………………………………………..….Cry 
11……………………………………………………Sixteen Tons / Chain Gang 
12……………………………….…………The Catering Drill / She Loves You 
13……………………………………………..…………..The Golden Cardigan 
14…………………………………………………………….Catch A Falling Star 
15……………………………………………………….………..Caribbean Plaid 

ACT II 

16……………………………………………………….…………Heart And Soul 
17……………………………………………………………….…………..Mercury 
18……………………………………………………………………Lady Of Spain 
19…………………………………………………..…………Scotland The Brave 
20………………………………………………….Shangri-La / Rags To Riches 
21…………………………….…………….Love Is A Many Splendored Thing 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

Southern Minnesota Orthodontics	 Mankato Figure Skating Club 
Graif Clothing	 	 	 	 Murphy Photography Design 
Jacob Ross	 	 	 	 Dora Lee Jones 
Kurt Schroeder 



Director’s Note 

I first saw Forever Plaid back in 1994 and I thought, “Oh my gosh, I 
have to do that show someday, it looks like so much fun!” And now all 
these years later I’m directing it for the fourth time, and have actually 
performed in it as Frankie in three different productions. 

I have to say I was right, it’s so much fun to do, (and watch). 

I know hearing all these nostalgic songs will spark some memories for 
you from either great movie soundtracks, TV or perhaps even hearing 
them on the jukebox. Whatever the case, I’m sure memories will come 
flooding back as you hear these songs again. As America changes its 
styles, fads and concepts so quickly — including Broadway — it’s nice to 
know you can go back a few decades when life seemed easier. Of 
course, time and memories always make things sweeter in retrospect. 

I hope you enjoy this walk back through time and can appreciate how 
well these performers execute these songs — a world where our 
parents, grandparents and even great grandparents loved these 
beautiful melodies. 

Thanks for coming and supporting Mankato Playhouse and if you enjoy 
yourself tonight please spread the word — we would love great support 
the entire run. Music and Theater must keep going and giving 
enjoyment to communities large and small! 

Thank you for coming! 

Kevin J. Barnard, Director / Choreographer 



 

 

Free and open to the public 
Cash and nonperishable food donations accepted 

 

November Ϯϳ – December ϯ1, Ϯ0Ϯ0 

www.kiwanisholidaylights.com 

 

 
 



MEET THE CAST 
Matthew Atwood (Frankie) 
Matthew is a Mankato native and 4th generation owner of 
Century 21 Atwood and Atwood Management. But before 
planting his real estate roots, he could be seen performing 
across the country. After attending MSU-Mankato for theatre, 
he was cast as Courfeyrac and later Marius in Les Miserables 
at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres — this began his professional 
acting career going on to other roles at Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres, the Old Log Theatre, the Ordway as well as cruise 
lines including Royal Caribbean, Celebrity and Norwegian. 

He was also a founding member of Home Free, the well-known a cappella group, where 
he enjoyed traveling across the country and seas performing more than 250+ shows a 
year. More recently, Matthew played Phantom in Phantom of the Opera in Bloomington 
and played the title role of Jesus in Jesus Christ Superstar at Mankato Playhouse. 
Matthew now enjoys spending his time in the greatest role of his life — husband and 
father — with his wife Jeney and three children, Benton, Emmersyn and Cohen. 

Noah Thomas (Sparky) 
Noah Thomas is a recent graduate from South Central 
College's Machining/Welding program. He is currently 
working full time at Jones Metal, and is very thankful to be 
able to continue performing at the Mankato Playhouse. Noah 
has been performing for about 6 years. He has been seen 
previously at the Mankato Playhouse as an Ensemble member 
in Jesus Christ Superstar, and as Wallace in Miracle on 34th 
Street. He hopes you enjoy watching the show as much as he 
has enjoyed being a part of it! 

Hans Bloedel (Jinx) 
Forever Plaid is Hans Bloedel’s first production with Mankato 
Playhouse. He is a Mankato native, and a recent graduate of 
Bethany Lutheran College’s theatre program. Some of his past 
roles include: Algernon Moncrieff, in The Importance of Being 
Earnest; Ali Hakim, in Oklahoma!; Bill Calhoun, in Kiss Me, 
Kate; and Robin, in Dr. Faustus. 

 

Paul Ragan (Smudge) 
Paul is from the Graceville, MN area and is playing Smudge 
in this production of Forever Plaid. He is a recent graduate of 
Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall, MN where 
he majored in Theatre Arts, History, and pursued a 5-12 
Social Science Licensure. Paul is excited to be in his first 
Mankato Playhouse production and hopes to get more 
involved in the future. At SMSU, he played Johnny Cantone in 
The 1940s Radio Hour, Moody McPhearson in Anne of Green 
Gables, and John Willoughby in Sense and Sensibility. 



MEET THE BAND 
Noah Wilson (piano) 
Noah Wilson is a piano performance major at Normandale 
in Bloomington where he plays for both the jazz ensemble 
and jazz combo bands. He takes lessons from the concert 
pianist Dr. Elizabeth Karelse. He is excited to play piano for 
Mankato Playhouse for the first time. He has music directed 
and played for many theatre companies in the area including 
State Street Theatre Company, Merely Players, and for 
Gustavus Adolphus College 

Al Behrends (bass) 
Retired Gustavus Fine Arts Director, Al Behrends, is delighted 
to be back on the stage for Forever Plaid. His first pit was So 
This Is Paris in 1969. Since then, he has performed at the 
community, high school & university level. He studied double 
bass with Jacqueline Johansson and performed with the MN 
Orchestra in 1970. He was a founding board member of the 
Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council and St. Peter’s The 
Riverlights, and is currently the Echoes Big Band bassist. 

MEET THE DIRECTORS 
Kevin J. Barnard (Director) 
Kevin has been working for many years in the Twin Cities as a 
professional actor and director/choreographer. Most notable 
are the dozen plus productions he has done with Chanhassen 
Dinner Theater. Directing/Choreography credits include; Old 
Log Theater, Chanhassen DT,  Actor’s Theater of Minnesota, 
Lyric Arts Theater, Classic Arts Dinner Theater, Royal 
Caribbean Cruises, North High School, RVTC, District 622 
Comm. Theater, Maple Grove H.S., and Production 
Coordinator for A Clay Aikens Christmas. Kevin was also 

commissioned by Knott’s-Berry Farms in 1992 to write and direct a Festhaus show for the 
grand opening of the Mall of America. Kevin wrote and produced 16 shows for the 
Cabaret Club at the Albert Lea Inn for a five year run, and also proudly survived four 
years of traveling on cruise ships performing and touring the world. Aside from stage 
performances, additional creative work has been published in two books, Photo-pedia, 
and Music Composition for Idiots. He currently enjoys teaching music and drama at 
Waconia H.S., North H.S. and Chanhassen Dinner Theater. 

Katherine Jardon (Music Director) 
This is Katherine’s second show with Mankato Playhouse 
(Jesus Christ Superstar), and third show as a Vocal Music 
Director (My Fair Lady with Merely Players, and Beauty and 
the Beast with State Street Theater). She has also filled 
various roles on and off the stage, and during the day she 
teaches K-12 Vocal Music at Nicollet Public School. She has 
greatly enjoyed working with the cast, crew and director of 
Forever Plaid, and hopes to work with them in the future.  



 



 

We wish all the performers in the 

Davori Productions Company a 

fantastic performance!
Mankato, MN

www.mankatoballet.org



 

10% off any item at
 

The Blue Boat 
(next door to the 

Mankato Playhouse)

Taking 
care of your 
family– 
that’s being 
good at life.

Contact me to learn more about 
securing your family’s !nancial future.
Jeremy Meger, Financial Services Professional* 
Agent, New York Life Insurance Company 
1021 North Riverfront Drive 
Mankato, MN 56001 
507-340-1784 
jmeger@ft.newyorklife.com

�5HJLVWHUHG�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RƪHULQJ�VHFXULWLHV�WKURXJK�1</,)(�6HFXULWLHV�//&
(Member FINRA/SIPC), A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
6058���������([S������������
©2019 New York Life  Insurance Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010

Insure. Invest. Retire.



 

BRAVO
The RELENTLESS agents and staff of 
CENTURY 21 Atwood congratulate you 
on your production of I LOVE YOU, 
YOU’RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE.

MANKATO   507.387.3131 
ST PETER 507.934.2909 
WEB    C21ATWOOD.COM

Adele Jacobs Bonnie Kruger Candee Deichman Carrie Zeldenrust Cheryl Lustig Cindy Florine Craig Woodward

Cristen Manthe Dan Baker Dan Thielges Dan Hawkes Drew Peterson Ellen Gruhot Irina Simpson

Jay Sallstrom Karen Rekstein Kelly Miller Kristine Jensen Lorri Rieff Mary Wolfe Megan Kirby

Michelle Harmon Neoma Peterson Ron Wynkoop Samantha Kaul Sherry Dolan Todd Scott Tonya Schummer

Trent VanOrt Jeff Kaul Laurie Cottingham Kelly Vihstadt Matthew Atwood Michael Atwood Andrew Atwood

MINNESOTA
IN THE STATE OF #1C21® COMPANY



OUR NEXT PRODUCTION 

 

An emotionally powerful and intimate musical about two New Yorkers in their 
twenties who fall in and out of love over the course of five years. The show's 

unconventional structure consists of Cathy, the woman, telling her story 
backwards while Jamie, the man, tells his story chronologically. The two 
characters only meet once, at their wedding in the middle of the show.  

OCTOBER 9 - OCTOBER 25, 2020 
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YOUTH CLUB ABUSE

“This thing has affected 
me in all facets of my life 
— whether it’s married or 
professional, whatever it is.”
IN NATION & WORLD, A3

IN LOCAL & STATE, B1

MAN ARRESTED  
FOR KNIFE ASSAULTS

IN SPORTS, D1

MSU HOCKEY 
SHOULD AIM HIGH

IN NATION & WORLD, A3

PRESSURE GROWS FOR 
TRUMP TRANSCRIPTS

PAGEFINDER
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A5
Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D4
Corrections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A2
Crossword  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C6
Food . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C1-C3
Marketplace  . . . . . . . . . . . C4-C6
Nation & World  . . . . . . . . . . . . A3
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B2
Public Notices . . . . . . . . . . . . . C6
Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D1-D3
TV. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B4

LOTTERY
Monday’s Daily 3

0-4-9
Monday’s Gopher 5

6-13-16-18-29
Saturday’s Powerball
1-9-22-36-68 and 22

Saturday’s Lotto America
9-12-15-27-33 and 5

Monday’s Northstar Cash
15-16-21-23-29

Friday’s Mega Millions
23-24-42-48-53 and 22

OPINIONS
Bird Population
Losing 3 billion North American 
birds over the past 50 years is 
another sobering sign of the cost 
of habitat loss and chemical use.. 
— A4

HAVE YOU 
HEARD?

Woman acted scene, 
charged with murder
FULTON — A central 
Missouri woman has been 
charged with first-degree 
murder after telling investi-
gators that she fatally shot 
her boyfriend as they acted 
out a movie scene.

Kalesha Peterson was 
originally charged with 
second-degree murder in 
the March 7 killing of her 
36-year-old boyfriend, David 
Dalton, in Fulton.

A grand jury returned an 
indictment of first-degree 
murder and armed criminal 
action on Friday.

KRCG reports that a court 
document says the 37-year-
old Peterson told Fulton 
police that she and Dalton 
were drinking and watching 
a movie when he suggested 
they act out a scene involv-
ing a firearm. She said she 
accidentally shot him during 
that scene. According to the 
document, she told police 
she was intoxicated and on 
several medications at the 
time.

The Associated Press

WEATHER, PAGE B4

Storms
High: 80
Low: 55

TODAY’S 
OBITUARIES
Ŷ Paul Carl Bogenschutz
Ŷ John Charles Cooney
Ŷ Ronald Lee Harrington
Ŷ�Don Ellis Jespersen
Ŷ Elaine M Ritz
Ŷ Saada D Sadaka

Hooked on Hydroponics 

Entrepreneurs want to be go-to resource for sustainability
By Brian Arola
barola@mankatofreepress.com

The entrepreneurs behind a hy-
droponic garden in Old Town 
hope their setup inspires 

more Mankatoans to pursue urban 
farming.

Landon Brown and Matthew In-
dorf of Sustainably Local have been 
growing lettuce via their hydroponic 
system at the Hub Food Park for 
months. They’ve even handed out 
leafy samples to the park’s food truck 
patrons.

The two see the garden, enclosed 
within a wooden structure they 
built, as an education tool for locals 
interested in sustainability.

“Soil-less farming is not new by 
any means, but as a society, and 
especially in our community, we 
aren’t utilizing it to its full poten-
tial,” Brown said. “Our goal is to be 
a community resource and further 
the narrative about sustainability in 
all forms.”

The system uses the nutrient film 
technique, where a shallow stream 
of nutrient-rich water circulates past 
plants’ roots in channels. Once you 
add water, solar panels charge the 
batteries, the batteries power the 
pump and it essentially runs itself, 
Indorf said.

“Really the whole inspiration was 
to try to create a system that was en-
tirely self-sustaining,” he said. “Once 
you put some water in there, once 
you put in some seeds, everything 
just works on its own.”

All was working as intended until 
a recent hiccup. The system’s solar 
controller malfunctioned during 
the weekend, cutting off the pump’s 
energy and causing the crops to wilt.

Both men chalk the problem up 

to their novice electrician skills 
rather than the design. They expect 
another lettuce crop to be “bushy” 
again within 10 to 14 days.

Sustainably Local, the limited lia-
bility company they started, evolved 
out of Brown and Carter Person’s 
2017 business pitch at Minnesota 
State University for building farms 
within easily portable and stackable 
storage containers. The contest 
funding they sought ended up going 
to the Mankato Makerspace, which 
is where the hydroponic system was 
built.

The shipping container idea wasn’t 
the best fit for the Mankato area, 
Brown said, so they retooled. The 
focus switched to educating people 
on how to make a compact sustain-
able garden system work.

“This is kind of a trial run,” Indorf 
said of the system. “This is a concept 

we want to perfect and we want 
to use it as a way to educate the 
community as to what the benefits 
of urban agriculture are and how far 
you can take it.”

Shane Bowyer an assistant profes-
sor of management at MSU, remem-
bered Brown and Person’s pitch 
in 2017. He’s seen many an entre-
preneurial pitch at funding events 
through the years and said it’s not 
uncommon for the ideas to pop back 
up in new forms.

“There’s so many of them that 
take off, some that take years to 
develop and some that don’t,” he 
said. “That’s just the nature of that 
entrepreneurial area.”

He credited Brown and the others’ 
persistence on their idea, while  
saying Mankato has a strong  

Photos by Pat Christman
Landon Brown (left) and Matthew Indorf show the lettuce grown at the hydroponic garden system they built at the Hub Food Park in Old 
Town. The two built the system to educate people about urban farming possibilities.

The hydroponic system on display at the Hub Food Park uses the nutrient film technique, 
where a shallow stream of nutrient-rich water circulates past plants’ roots in channels. 
The system’s builders say it’s designed to be self-sustainable once people add water and 
seeds.

By Trey Mewes
tmewes@mankatofreepress.com

NORTH MANKATO — The 
city of North Mankato plans 
to improve Belgrade Avenue 
near Range Street coincid-
ing with a new bank and 
restaurant being built next 
year, but city staff is looking 
at future pedestrian improve-
ments now.

There’s a chance Belgrade 
Avenue could be cut down 
to three lanes near the future 
Frandsen Bank & Trust and 
Rooftop Bar + Kitchen to 
make room for a mid-block 
pedestrian crossing. The 
North Mankato City Council 
won’t make a decision until 
staff see how the new build-
ings impact foot traffic.

“I think they want to see 
how the development plays 
out before they make any 
major traffic calming or 
pedestrian infrastructure in 
the middle of the 200 block 
of Belgrade Avenue,” City 
Administrator John Harren-
stein said Monday after the 
council reviewed the project 
with staff and city engineers.

The new buildings, which 
are set to go up next year, 
have spurred discussions 
over everything from wheth-
er the architectural designs 
fit with the neighborhood 

Crossing 
Belgrade 
a future 
concern

The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — 
Leader after leader told the 
United Nations on Monday 
that they will do more to 
prevent a warming world 
from reaching even more 
dangerous levels. But as 
they made their pledges at 
the Climate Action Summit, 
they and others conceded it 
was not enough.

Sixty-six countries have 
promised to have more am-
bitious climate goals and 30 
swore to be carbon neutral 
by midcentury, said Chilean 
President Sebastian Pinera 
Echenique, who is hosting 
the next climate negotia-
tions later this year.

Outside experts say they 
hear a lot of talk but not 
the promised action needed 

to keep warming to a few 
tenths of a degree. They 
say it isn’t adding up to the 
dramatic changes the world 
requires.

Bill Hare, who follows 
national emissions and 

promises for Climate Action 
Tracker, called what was 
said “deeply disappoint-
ing” and not adding up too 
much.

“The ball they are moving 
forward is a ball of prom-

ises,” said economist 
John Reilly, co-director 
of MIT’s Joint Center for 
Global Change. “Where 
the ‘ball’ of actual accom-
plishments is, is another 
question. We have not 
seen global emissions 
drop dramatically — they 
dropped for a couple of 
years but crept back up. 
So the ball of accomplish-
ments is well behind the 
ball of promises.”

David Waskow, interna-
tional climate chief at the 
World Resources Institute, 
said smaller nations are 
making commitments, but 
the big carbon polluters 
— the U.S., China, the Eu-
ropean Union and others 
that make up the majority 
of emissions — still aren’t 
stepping up.

Climate experts at U.N.: less talk more action

The Associated Press
Environmental activist Greta Thunberg, of Sweden, addresses the 
Climate Action Summit in the United Nations General Assembly, at U.N. 
headquarters.

By Mark Fischenich
mfischenich@mankatofreepress.com

MANKATO — Minneapolis-
St. Paul International is, not 
surprisingly, Minnesota’s 
busiest airport.

Next in line is not the 
airport in Rochester or the 
one in Duluth. It’s not St. 
Paul’s Holman Field or Eden 
Prairie’s Flying Cloud.

Minnesota State Univer-
sity’s soaring pilot-training 
program has moved the 
Mankato Regional Airport 
ahead of all of those in total 
operations.

“It’s the second busiest air-
port in the state after MSP,” 
Deputy City Manager Alison 
Zelms told the City Council 
Monday night. “... It’s a little 
untraditional for a regional 
airport — there’s a lot going 
on.”

And it’s reached a point 
that the city needs to look 
at adding a control tower, 
something that could cost $5 
million or more to build and 
equip and another $600,000 
a year to staff and operate, 

Council 
considers 
$5M project 
for airport
Local airport 
now state’s 
second busiest

Please see HYDROPONICS, Page A6

Please see CITY, Page A6

Please see AVENUE, Page A6
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HARVEST



SECURE YOUR TICKETS FOR OUR UPCOMING SHOWS

2020/2021 SEASON

BROADWAY DINNER THEATRE

BROADWAY TEEN WORKSHOPS

www.MankatoPlayhouse.com

http://www.MankatoPlayhouse.com
http://www.MankatoPlayhouse.com

