Issue

456

As the last Monday of May arrives, flags lower, and a quiet reverence settles across towns and cities nationwide.
Memorial Day is not a celebration—it is a commitment. A solemn promise that the lives lost in service to our nation
will never be forgotten.

May 23+d, 2025

In 2025, Memorial Day carries the same weight it always has: a day of collective remembrance. It asks nothing more
than our time, our reflection, and our gratitude. And it offers us a chance to reconnect with the values our fallen
fought and died to protect—freedom, unity, and duty.

Memorial Day has its origins in the wake of the Civil War—America’s deadliest conflict. Known then as Decoration Day,
communities across the country began honoring Union and Confederate soldiers alike by decorating their graves with
flowers, flags, and personal tributes. On May 30, 1868, the first official national observance was held at Arlington
National Cemetery, where both Union and Confederate soldiers are buried side by side.

Over the years, as America found itself called to battle again and again—from the trenches of France to the shores of
the Pacific, from the jungles of Vietnam to the deserts of the Middle East—the meaning of Memorial Day deepened. It
became not just a remembrance of past wars, but an enduring tribute to all who gave their lives in every era of service.

Today, the red poppies, folded flags, and 21-gun salutes remind us that the freedoms we enjoy came at a great and
personal cost.

Somewhere between cookouts and road trips, Memorial Day risks being lost to convenience. But it is not about the
unofficial start of summer. It is about remembering a young Marine who never came home. A nurse who volunteered
and died on foreign soil. A pilot, a medic, a soldier—each with stories that ended in sacrifice so that ours could continue.

We owe it to them to pause, to reflect, and to teach the next generation what this day truly means.

While Memorial Day honors all fallen service members, this year also marks the 81st anniversary of D-Day—the
largest amphibious invasion in history and a turning point in World War Il. On June 6, 1944, more than 73,000
Americans joined Allied forces on the beaches of Normandy. Thousands died that day, but their sacrifice helped
liberate a continent and end a global tyranny.

D-Day remains one of the most enduring examples of courage, coordination, and commitment in military history. And
it serves as a reminder: Memorial Day does not honor just one generation, one war, or one branch. It honors them all.

So this Memorial Day, visit a grave. Share a story. Listen to a veteran. Lower a flag. Raise your heart in gratitude.
Whether in quiet prayer or public ceremony, what matters is that we remember.

Because in remembering, we honor. And in honoring, we ensure that the names engraved in stone are never erased
from the living memory of a grateful nation.
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The tradition of placing flags on the

graves of fallen soldiers can be traced

back to the American Civil War. It is a deeply ingrained practice in

American culture, and it is a way to honor an(f remember those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country.

When a flag is placed at the grave of a fallen soldier, it represents much
more than just a simple decoration. It serves as a symbol of the sacrifice
that the individual made for their country and as a way to honor their
memory. Additionally, the flag serves as a symbol of the values and ideals
that the United States was founded upon, including freedom, democracy,
and justice.

The theft of flags from cemeteries is a despicable act of disrespect to the
memory of those who have served our country. It is a disturbinghtrend that
has been on the rise in recent years, and it 1s something that should be
condemned at every opportunity.

To prevent the theft of flags from cemeteries, it is important for the
community to remain vigilant and report any suspicious behavior to the
authorities. Additionally, it is essential to educate the public about the
significance of the flags on the graves of fallen soldiers and the importance
of treating them with the utmost respect.

Ultimately, the presence of a flag at the grave of a fallen soldier is a symbol
of the uficimate sacrifice that they made for our country. It is a powerful

reminder of the value of service and the cost o¥ freedom, _a

and 1t should be treated with the utmost respect and reverence.
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LIVE MUSIC

MATT GURLEY

FRIDAY, MAY 23 |10 AM - 12 PM

Twin Cities Older Adult Center
2545 N National Ave.
Chehalis, WA 98532

(360) 748-0061
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Older Adult Centers & Resources
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Adna Grange #417
123 Dieckman Road, Adna, WA

POTATO BAKE

Saturday
May 24, 2025
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Toppings include:
Bacon, butter, sour cream, chili, broccoli, shredded

cheese, cheese sauce, tomatoes, spring onions,
jalapenos, black olives.

PLUS
Fresh green salad and dressing

Choose a Dessert

Beverage - Coffee, Tea, Punch
s ——
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MEMORIAL DAY

RUN TO REMEMBER

ol
RUN/WALK

9.24.2023

STARTS & FINISHES
AT
VETERANS MEMORIAL
MUSEUM

100 SW VETERANS WAY

CHEHALIS WA
*

RECISTRATION AND
CHECK IN AT 5AM
ON-SITE

*

RUN STARTS
AT 10AM

*

PRE-RECISTER BY
MAY IST BELOW TO
CAUARANTEE T-SHIRT
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Racing 5:15pm - southsoundspeedway.com 7 S Racing 5:15pm -- southsoundspeedway.com
Created By: Stormy Townsend — phbystormy@gmail.com Cre By: Storm Created By: Stormy & Felicia — phbystormy@gmail.com
Or Stormy Martin on Facebook e . O Or Stormy Martin on Facebook

The Pe Ell Food Bank is OPEN on Wednesday, May 28th
between 11:00 AM and Noon. Our new location is at

New Harvest Church - 134 Mauerman RD. Please stop by

if you are in need of a little extra assistance. The process is
> simple, we just need your name, number of people in your
~home and their ages, and the City in which you reside. That's
itl We offer assistance the last Wednesday of the month
between 11:00 am and Noon. We welcome your participation!
Ang %JGSUODS, please feel free to contact: Brad Rhodes at
3608808067.

Donations can be made
at any time.

Call 3608808067 [\e e |
to arrange. “m%

Pull together A~
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POP TABS -,

Make a difference
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CHEHALIS, WA
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds

PEELLSUN.COM

May 30th - 31st

krista.little@peellsun.com
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LIVE MUSIC

BECKY WEST

FRIDAY, MAY 30 | 11 AM - 12:30 PM

Twin Cities Older Adult Center
2545 N National Ave.
Chehalis, WA 98532

(360) 748-0061

ﬁ\%@ T R TIMBER RIVER CONNECTIONS
Older Adult Centers & Resources
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Lewis County WorkSource Career
& Resource Fair Dates for 2025

What do you need to do to sign up?

Join WorkSource Lewis County the last Friday of
every month from 10 am to 2 pm for our monthly
job fair. Host a table for free and connect with
quality candidates to let them know about your
openings or the resources you provide. This is an
excellent opportunity to meet potential
employees face-to-face and promote your
business in the community. Don’t Miss out on this
chance to find the perfect match for your
workforce needs!

Lewis County Job Fair dates for 2025

May 30th
June 27ih
July 25th

August 29th ' Contact Information below

- Alicic Bliott

- Emai: Alicio eliotiBed we gov

September 26th | smiees
October 31st
November 28th

WORKSource

rodedd o

eusthdwofthomomnw«Boumuthoumy ( 500 Centralla College Bivd Suite 200 Centralia WA 98531

WorkSource Is an equal opportunity employer/progrom. Auxiliory olds and services ore avaliable vpon roquest to ndividuals with disablities.
washingion Relay Service: 711 WorkSource receives support and funding from the US. Deporiment of Labor. Read more about USDOL gronts af
w19, wo.gov/usdol
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Chehalis Walmart Presents

MAY 31
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EVERY FIRST THURSDAY June 7, 5:00-7:00 PM

OF THE MONTH
Supporting Veterans Together Chehalis Centralia Scenic Railroad
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Good Buzz BrewmgCa

1640 S GOLD ST,
VETERANS
JourNeYY ™ 983
FORWAR ch-m-lopm

Girls Night Out or Family Fun with a Train Ride too!

Fun and laughter always accompany BINGO Games! Whether you compete with your friends or
like a casual game, you will find a unique experience in this rolling BINGO train. This excursion
is fun for passengers of all ages. Winners receive free train tickets, pins, or coupons
Concessions and refreshments will be available on the train. It's a perfect blend of adventure
FOR YOUR SUPPORT relaxation, and entertainment. Bingo games and Ride $26-S34 pp

Reservations Online Seating is Limited. Please amive % hour prior to Departire at Spm
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