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Christmas is a widely celebrated holiday with historical roots that extend far back and a
variety of traditions observed around the world. The holiday has evolved through
centuries, blending various cultural and religious practices.

The celebration of Christmas has its roots in ancient pagan winter festivals, particularly
Saturnalia in Rome and Yule among Germanic peoples. These festivities marked the
winter solstice, celebrating the return of longer days and the promise of spring.

The Christian celebration of Christmas commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ.

During the Middle Ages, Christmas became a time for feasting and merriment, often
lasting for weeks. Carols, nativity plays, and festive meals became customary, while the
exchange of gifts became more popular.

Many contemporary Christmas traditions emerged during the Victorian period. Charles
Dickens' "A Christmas Carol" popularized the spirit of generosity and goodwill associated
with the holiday. Christmas trees, greeting cards, and the modern portrayal of Santa
Claus gained popularity during this time.

In our small country towns, Christmas is celebrated with various events like
the Lighted Christmas Parade, Holiday Bingo’s, Santa’s trip to our
communities, our Giving Tree, and a wonderful Main street that is
adorned with festive decorations, bringing a warm and inviting
atmosphere.

Families come together for festive meals, exchanging gifts, and
attending religious services. Homemade treats, like cookies and
pies, are shared among neighbors, fostering a sense of unity.

Christmas in a small country town often emphasizes the spirit
of togetherness, with neighbors and friends coming together to
celebrate the season and share goodwill.
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- PARADE STARTS AT 6:00PM

Parade starts at the Willapa Hills Trall
and proceed down Main street
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> Q ANTA CLAUS ¢

IS OOMIN T0 THE COMMUNITIES OF
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THE @@TY STORE

WILL BE HOSTING SANTQ. - 212 STEVENS RD.

Meet Santa - Get a Photo ¥
Bring your wishlist! N\ 77

1:00pm - 2:00pm
@mw to. the @mﬁy store

%m

ANY QUESTIONS? REFER THEM TO
SUMMER 0"SHAUGHNESSY OR DEBBIE SCHANG

% . Live Blue P

& Grass music by §¢

1‘«@: “The Lewis § &
¥*County Pickers”
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’ Corbet Theatre _ % Centralia College  (
~9 Saburday, Dec. 16th- 2008 730PM  (— % Thursday, Dec Miéh - 7:30 PM

"\5 Tickels : $25 Adults
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_ $18 Children, Seniors
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Title Guaranty I
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Title Guaranty is the only locally owned and operated Title & Escrow Company in Lewis
County. We are very proud of the exceptional customer service that we give, the diligence we
withstand, and we ensure our customers a smooth process through a big step in their life. In

addition to these things, we pride ourselves on giving back to our community through

donations, volunteerism and scholarships.
Whether you are looking to:

Bible Study 10:00 A.M.
REFINANCE Worship | 1:00 AM.

SELL Evening Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

PURCHASE Thisda
Please choose Title Guaranty Company for your next transaction. Brayer Meeting 6:0)'0 PM.

00 YW Pacific Gre. wan [ifleges.con 12 Olive St, Chehalis, WA 98532
Z&; W4 98537 /A‘ 360-748-0001

The Chehalis-Centralia Railroad is excited to invite passengers to ride in comfort and privacy on our
vintage rail car during their trip to the North Pole on THE POLAR EXPRESS™.

Set to the sounds of the motion picture soundtrack, passengers will relive the magic of the story as they
are whisked away on THE POLAR EXPRESS™. Once on board, hot chocolate and treats are served as
passengers listen to the classic children’s book, The Polar Express, by Chris Van Allsburg. Santa and his
helpers greet passengers at the North Pole and then board the train, where each child is given the first gift
of Christmas — a silver sleigh bell. Chefs aboard each car lead passengers in singing Christmas carols on the
ride back to the Depot.

Enjoy a reading of The Polar Express story and the magic that’s served with cocoa and cookies. Be
prepared for imaginative delight when Caribou cross the tracks just before the train arrives at The North
Pole. Upon arrival, the train is met by Santa and his elves, and once they board, the train departs for home.
During the return trip, Santa will greet and visit with each group and bestow the First Gift of Christmas to
each passenger.

Blankets, fuzzy jammies and cozy scarves are encouraged.
Season Dates: 15-16, and 22 & 23.
Please arrive ¥2 hour prior to departure. Rides depart at 3 pm, 5 pm, and 7 pm.

p S HE POLAR
7~ SEXPRESS

-

o 7

'—\
-
,-\
p

—

3 G O @
RAILROAD & MUSEUM
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Members of the Pe Ell community and beyond have brightened 100’s
of children’s holidays for more than 19 years through generous donations.
We are asking for your help again this year. Our hope is that community
members will stop by the Giving tree in our local Pe Ell Security State
Bank branch and grab a tag. The gift tag will contain a child’s
age, gender, size, and any special wants or needs.

Fo clesainy et Gift November 27th -
Bank Branch

Mon- Fri 11am - 12:30p Drop December 22nd

&

1:30p - 4p Off

Witnessing the generosity of our community is truly overwhelming and
a great way to enhance holiday spirit! We hope that you will be able to
participate in this worthwhile event for our community youth.

(DEADLINE)

If you were unable to grab a tag from the giving tree, Donations are
greatly accepted in the “Giving Tree” account at the local Pe Ell
Security State Bank branch. If you have any questions please contact:

Jilona Speer 360-291-3789 or 360-559-7554
or Facebook Messenger

Thank you in Advance!
N krista.little@peellsun.com PEELLSUN.COM o @ @ Q (i) 1




Y Issue 401 Pe Ell Sun Dec. 15th, 2023

Security State Bank
News Release

Tauna Fiedler chosen as Security State Bank’s Employee of the Quarter

Tauna Fiedler has been chosen as Security State Bank’s Employee of the Quarter
for Fall 2023. Tauna is the Operations Supervisor at the Pe Ell Branch and has
been with Security State Bank for two years.

From her nomination: Tauna’s customer service is top notch, giving every
customer at the Pe Ell Branch the Security State Bank Customer Experience. She
welcomes every customer with a smile and makes sure they are 100% taken care
of. From the get go, Tauna has had a can-do attitude. She takes every task
presented to her in stride, learning along the way to make sure the Pe Ell Branch is
operationally sound. Tauna recently organized, lead and participated in the annual
Pe Ell 4% of July parade and did a fabulous job.

Security State Bank congratulates Tauna on this well-deserved recognition.

ON THE GO?
TRY OUR MOBILE APP!

Search for SSBWA in your device App store.

,’A PE ELL BRANCH
SECURITY HOURS:

Monday-Friday

) —" 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
Member FDIC
Equal housing Lender
NMLS #418451

ssbwa.com - Pe Ell Branch - 360.291.2888
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205 N Main St, Pe Ell

SUNDAY  12p-7p ~ Daily ; a.e
Drink Specials

MONDAY  4p-9p and More! /D (_ 66&-

TUESDAY 12p - 8p BINGO on el e

WEDNESDAY 12p - 8p Wednesday's

THURSDAY  12p-8p Fer O N
FRIDAY 12p - 120 T: Gorcirﬁ: u%%fgé:—_g G

360-291-2607

SATURDAY  12p-12a Winner gets $100
(CWCKEN - BUg,
Q‘;' o——C‘_Q Gﬁ-'t
& the Pe Ell Pub 7
3 8p to Midnight
<

The Winter Solstice, also known as the hibernal solstice, is an astronomical event
» marking the shortest day and longest night of the year in the Northern Hemisphere.
“* |t occurs when the Earth's axial tilt is farthest away from the sun, resulting in the
least amount of daylight for that hemisphere. In the Southern Hemisphere, this day
is the Summer Solstice, marking the longest day and shortest night.

The date for the Winter Solstice varies from year to year but typically falls around
December 21st or 22nd in the Northern Hemisphere. In 2023, the Winter Solstice will take place
on December 21st.

Cultures around the world celebrate the Winter Solstice with various customs, traditions, and rituals.
Many of these observances are rooted in ancient practices and are often tied to the rebirth of the sun or
the triumph of light over darkness. Here are some ways different cultures celebrate the Winter Solstice:

Yule: Originating from ancient Germanic and Norse traditions, Yule celebrates the return of the sun. It
involves burning a Yule log, decorating with evergreens, exchanging gifts, feasting, and lighting candles
to symbolize warmth and light during the darkest time of the year.

Dongzhi Festival: Celebrated in East Asia, particularly in China, Taiwan, and other East Asian countries,
Dongzhi marks the arrival of winter. Families gather to enjoy tangyuan (sweet glutinous rice balls),
symbolizing reunion and harmony, and spend time together to welcome the lengthening days.

Inti Raymi: Among the Inca people of South America, Inti Raymi honors the sun god Inti. Ceremonies
involve music, dance, and offerings to ensure the sun's return and a bountiful harvest.

Pagan and Wiccan Celebrations: Modern Pagan and Wiccan communities observe the Winter Solstice as
Yule, celebrating the return of the sun god and the cycle of rebirth. Rituals often include lighting candles,
performing ceremonies, and reflecting on renewal and personal growth.

Sankranti/Pongal/Lohri: In India, various regions celebrate the Winter Solstice under different names
such as Sankranti, Pongal, or Lohri. These festivals mark the end of winter and the beginning of longer
days. Celebrations include kite flying, bonfires, tradltlonal foods, and cultural performances.

Shab-e Yalda: In Persian chcure Shab-e Yalda (Yalda Night) is celebrated on the eve of the Winter
Solstice. Families gather, eat traditional foods, read poetry, and stay awake through the night, believing
that doing so will protect them from evil and ensure good fortune in &e coming yea“

These celebratlons and rlttﬂ%lghllght the significance of the Winter Solstice across diverse cultures,
emphasizing themes of hope, renewal, and the triumph of light over darkness during the darkest time of
the vear.
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FRIDAY DEC. 15

‘ 7 pm-9 pm a
Semi-Formal
Free Admission

Pizza, Pop, and Christmas
snacks available for purchase
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Hiah Youth
HEATING AND COOLING g Dec 16th
Dec 16th  §School g Centraiia
B vs Onalaska Dec 1é6th Sports Hub
Dec 18th @ Tumwater
MINI SPLIT BJV & GV Dec 20th
HEAT PUMPS @ MMK @ Stadium HS
SERVICE Dec 20_th Tacoma
vs Oakville Dec 22nd
MAINTENANCE @ Tenino
INSTALL Dec 28th
@ Stadium HS
360-208-3665 Jecors
Dec 29th
@ Napavine

The
Senior
Class of
2024
are currently
having their Chocolate

Bar fundraiser to earn
funds for their senior
trip. Find any senior to

get your bar today!

Starting now,
=0 C Booster

~ Board prices
will be $20
per year. New
boards can be purchased
for $30. Be on the lookout
for Suzanne Nelson,

collecting yearly fees!

“4H

Contact Pam Watson,
Lewis County 4-H
Youth Development Agent
To see what groups
are available near you.

extension.wsu.edu/
lewis/4h/

7

Join the BSA
and start
your Scouting
journey

beascout.scouting.org/

(nvobred!

L

younglife
Local Leader
Mrs. Anne McCarty

facebook.com/groups
469448733949716

A

Girl Scouts.

girlscouts.org/en/get-involved/
become-a-girl-scout/join-a-troop.html

¢ e

Find a troop
close to you,
or start one.

Kenenbes

Start Saving
those Pull Tabs!
Ronald McDonald House
Event coming in
early 2024 for K-5

Dec. 15th
MS Christmas Dance

Dec. 18th
HS Dress Up Day
- Ugly Sweater/Socks

Dec. 19th
HS Dress Up Day
- Christmas Character Day

Winter Concert

Dec. 20th
Dress up Day
Christmas Cheer

HS Dress Up Day
- Christmas Pajamas

Student of the Month

Dec. 21st-Jan 1
Winter Break
-No School-

Dec. 21st
School Board meeting
5:30p in Library

Yearbooks are now
ON SALE!
$30
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