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NPCV Approach to Safeguarding Statement
At Northamptonshire Parent Carer Voices (NPCV), we are committed to safeguarding the welfare of children and vulnerable adults. Our responsibility is to protect them from harm, including abuse, exploitation, neglect, and all forms of mistreatment, whether by staff, partners, supplers, contractors, consultants, or through any activity we are involved in.

We strive to ensure that all individuals impacted by our work are kept safe. This includes protecting them from violence, injury, exploitation, abuse, neglect, mistreatment, and sexual abuse. We are equally committed to responding promptly and appropriately to any safeguarding concerns that may arise within our organisation, our partners, or the communities we serve.

Our safeguarding efforts primarily focus on:

· Children: Individuals under the age of 18.

· Vulnerable Adults: People aged 18 or over who have care and support needs due to age, frailty, mental or physical health problems, disabilities, or the effects of disasters and conflicts. These individuals may be unable to protect themselves from harm, exploitation, or abuse.

NPCV’s Safeguarding Mandates
First published in 2024, our safeguarding policy is based on the following core principles:

1. Empowerment: We encourage individuals to make informed decisions and give their consent freely, ensuring their voices are heard and respected.

2. Prevention: We aim to take action proactively to prevent harm before it occurs, identifying risks early and addressing them appropriately.

3. Proportionality: We will always act in a way that is proportionate to the level of risk involved, avoiding overly intrusive responses unless absolutely necessary.

4. Protection: Our priority is to provide adequate support and advocacy for individuals in greatest need of protection.

5. Partnership: We work closely with local communities and partners to develop solutions. Safeguarding is a shared responsibility, and everyone has a role in preventing, identifying, and reporting neglect and abuse.

6. Accountability: We are committed to maintaining transparency in how we deliver safeguarding measures, ensuring that all actions taken are accountable to the public and our stakeholders.

NPCV’s Safeguarding Obligations
All representatives of NPCV, including staff, volunteers, and external consultants, are required to:

· Understand and uphold their responsibility to safeguard children and vulnerable adults.

· Undergo a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check to ensure suitability for working with vulnerable groups.

· Sign and adhere to NPCV’s Code of Conduct, which reinforces our commitment to safeguarding.

We are dedicated to continuously reviewing and improving our safeguarding practices, ensuring the safety and wellbeing of those in our care and support.
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