
 

Address Service Requested  

Time after Time: Turning to God 

WELCA 

Thursday, Sept. 6th 

11:30-1pm 

Spong Common Room 

Bring a salad to share with  

everyone! 

From the Gather magazine, we 

will learn how we, as Lutheran 

Christians, understand the role 

of repentance in our faith,  

especially as we understand 

Godõs grace to be unearned and 

freely given. 

 

 There is power in imagination. 

 Itôs not especially controversial, to suggest that we 

live in a deeply divided world. If the last couple of years 

has taught us anything, itôs just how polarized weôve  

become. And there have been countless proposals as to 

why that is, or how we might overcome it. Iôve read  

dozens of opinion pieces, all citing different reasons, 

pointing the blame at certain people, or movements, or 

experiences. They all generally make the same points, 

but I heard one interpretation recently thatôs really stuck 

with me: that our primary problem now, is one of imagination. 

 We tell ourselves all sorts of stories; stories about ourselves, and about 

other people. Itôs how we create meaning from our experiences, and weave 

our own lives into those of the world around us. Itôs only natural that our own 

stories feel more vivid and pertinent than those around us; after all, we  

experience them for ourselves. But when we start dwelling in echo  

chambers that serve only to reinforce our own stories, often drowning out 

the stories of people unlike us, then we start to lose perspective. We stop 

imagining otherôs experiences as being just as real and as valid as our own. 

We stop listening to one another, and even start claiming that someone 

elseôs experience is not valid. We stop valuing empathy. 

 Thatôs a grim reality we face, certainly, but one we can change. All it 

takes is that we use our imagination. Instead of letting a stereotype or a 

sound-byte define broad swaths of humanity, we can start listening to their 

stories. We can start imagining ourselves walking a mile or two in their 

shoes. We can start speaking together, and listening together, and  

imagining the world as a better placeðnot as it is, but as it could be. 

 In the beginning, God spoke the story of creation, and breathed life into 

the universe. We are called to be a part of that ongoing work of creation, 

empowered to imagine a better future, and sent to bring it to reality. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS... 

Theresa Draper, Andree Cuthbertson, Lori Clanin, De Pfoltner, Ann Erickson, Sandy Bustamante,  

Clay & Martha Bowden, Lisa Schlehuber, Bill Norris, John Jacobsen 

Members of Immanuel  

Beverly Dumler, friend of Roland & Betty Pera 

Cathleen OôLoughlin, daughter of Saundra Tree 

Molly Brown, daughter-in-law of a friend of Mary Jo Moore 

Paula & Erin Weir, friend of Betty Pera 

Bakeberg Family, friends of Betty Pera 

Mitchell Grandclair, son of Mary Hunt 

Kat M, Lisa R., & Kathy K., friends of Peggy Dollard 

Kara Cordell, family of the Athertonôs & Hauberôs 

Sue Carlson Albers, aunt of Marc & Patti Winkler 

Darlene Henninger, aunt of Catie Tomlin 

Lee Hass, grandmother of Catie Tomlin 

Sharon Guess, co-worker of Linda Fewell 

Lance Hill, brother of Deborah Crawford 

Eva Schulte, friend of Lauren Park 

Craig, Charlotte, Laurel Gibson, family of Deanne  

           Schlehuber 

Doug Himebaugh, friend of Immanuel  

Bekka Johnson, friend of Mary Jo Moore 

Susan Nicholson, friend of Mary Jo Moore 

Rachel Johnson, friend of Mary Jo Moore 

Debbie Tomlin, mother of Catie Tomlin 

Barb Bishop, sister in law of Mary Jo Moore 

Christopher Hovde, family of the Boehmerôs &   

       Kruppôs 

Spencer Krupp, family of the Boehmerôs & Kruppôs 

Karen Brooks, sister of Beth Callstrom 

Denise Smith, cousin of Lori Kueker 

Jeanne Huebner, friend of Beth Callstrom 

Merle & Mary Jo, friends of Andree Cuthbertson 

Baby Reylyn & Family, friends of Peggy Dollard 

Major, friend of Linda Taylor & Peggy Dollard 

Kim R. & family, friends of Peggy Dollard 

Baby Simone & Cami, friends of Lauren Park 

Betty Ortmann, mother of Mike Ortmann 

Chris & Calvin Dennison, friends of Andree   

           Cuthbertson 

 

Friends of Immanuel  

 t wo 

IMMANUEL  

Micah Sievenpiper -  Pastor  

msievenpiper@gmail.com 

Ann Rundquist  -  Ministry Coordinator  

pastorannrundquist@gmail.com 

Cell: 785-643-7697 

 Robert Barthel  -  Organist  

Vicki Bartholomew -  Administrative Assistant  

Suzanne Anderson -  Music Director  

Kevin Fewell  -  Building Manager  

Staff  

Connie Benolkin  -  Vice President  

Dean Byrom 

Deborah Crawford 

Jeff Fox 

Kate Hauber 

Terry Kueker  -  Secretary 

Mary Jo Moore  -  President 

Lynden Peters 

Mindy Rash  -  Treasurer 

Rick Sundell  -  Financial Secretary 

Scott Thompson 

Catie Tomlin 

Jack Umbach 

Council & Executive Committee  
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