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John Gilkey

Principal Character

to “celebrate people.”

Daniel Touchette
Spanish Webs (soloist), Character

The Father in Quidam has been with Cirque du Soleil

for six years. “For me the character of the Father is

always a creature of his daughter’s imagination.”
Quidam is unique to the series of shows created by
Cirque in that Daniel and many principals play the same
character from beginning to end, creating a more seamless
‘theatrical’ show as the scenes melt into one another. “It’s
cool when they pick up the chair and float you back and you
get to see the whole audience. My favorite part of the show
is the Spanish Web. It’s very different from Saltimbanco, which
was an extremely colorful, high energy show. Quidam is more
drama and darkness — a totally different mood. Sometimes it
plays with your moods.” Daniel decided he wanted to be an
acrobat at age || when he saw a carnival touring Canada. |
went backstage and they let me do a little audition. A few
months later Daniel was training to be an acrobat. “At first
my dad said, "You can’t make a life out of doing backflips.” But
my mother said, ‘Go for it!"™

50 SHOUT

With a jaw line and a tuft of hair that appear to have sprung from the mind of a cartoonist, Mr.
Gilkey is no neophyte to the circus. After hitting the road for a decade in Europe and the
United States in various theatrical troupes, he clowned around San Francisco for four and a
half years with the Pickle Family Circus before he was swept away last year into the spotlight
of Cirque du Soleil’s latest jewel, Quidam. “| was a dork in high school,” Gilkey says. The need
to validate himself drove him to perform and the circus offered a nurturing
environment, an automatic sense of community. Traveling the world and
performing ten shows a week definitely took its toll on this 3[-year-old’s
personal life. “You don’t want to start something you can’t finish and yet
you also long for companionship.” Gilkey admits that someday he'd like
to settle down. “l want to buy furniture, a TV, own a dog.” But, he beams,
“Im one lucky guy,” because he’s working at his dream job. “The circus
is mysterious, and the nomadic lifestyle is part of it.” Gilkey saw his first
Cirque du Soleil show in 1987 and from that moment made joining the
troupe his priority. He takes special pride in the fact that Cirque chooses
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