


 Over a four-day weekend in late March, cyclists will line up to 
challenge the Legendary Blues Highway.

 A challenging ride through 3 states and a look into the heart and 
soul of musical history.

"A road is a road, but sometimes it's more. 
Sometimes a road sings“

National Geographic



Highway 61 Challenge is a 4-day stage event starting in Memphis, TN 
on Thursday, March 25, 2021. 

The Tour will make stops in Cleveland, MS, Vicksburg, MS and Baton 
Rouge, LA before wrapping up in New Orleans on Sunday, March 28, 
2021.

Participants will tackle 
an estimated 

500 miles over 
the 4-day journey!



My name is Thomas Walls and I bring to the table over 35 years of real-world 
event management experience. My background is primarily in the live music 
industry, most notably the last 7 years working with Sir Paul McCartney. As an 8-
time IRONMAN athlete and race director for various endurance sporting events 
across the country I have combined my event management experience in the 
creation of the Highway 61 Challenge.

An event of this nature, covering 3 states, 23 counties and parishes and some 500 
miles of public roads, requires the coordination of many moving pieces. This guide 
is created to prepare participants for the Highway 61 Challenge. 

While the challenge may vary for each of us, at the end of the day, I hope you’ll 
remember the journey.

Thomas Walls – Tour Director
RSAA, Inc.
(228) 326-6538
TWalls@RockstarAllAccess.com



Wednesday, March 24, 2021

Travel / Check-in – Participants arrive in Memphis, TN.
Check-in / Bike check / Overnight in Memphis.

Thursday, March 25, 2021

Stage 01 – Memphis, TN to Cleveland, MS (115 Miles)
Overnight in Cleveland, MS

Friday, March 26, 2021

Stage 02 – Cleveland, MS to Vicksburg, MS (109 Miles)
Overnight in Vicksburg, MS

Saturday, March 27, 2021

Stage 03 – Vicksburg, MS to Baton Rouge, LA (156 Miles)
Overnight in Baton Rouge, LA

Sunday, March 28, 2021

Stage 04 – Baton Rouge, LA to New Orleans, LA (120 Miles)
Overnight in New Orleans, LA

Monday, March 29, 2021

Travel – All participants depart New Orleans, LA



Participants for this event are hereafter defined as “any individual traveling with the tour”. 
This includes cyclists and any individuals riding in tour supplied transportation or 
seeking access to bike garage locations. 

All participants will be issued a tour credential and will be required to register at check-in 
prior to the event to receive a tour credential. 

Rider To be issued to all cyclists who are competing in the challenge. 

Support To be issued to family members or rider support.

Volunteer To be issued to registered volunteers.

Tour To be issued to all tour officials.

VIP To be issued to tour sponsors.

Rider credentials will be issued as bracelets, all other credentials will be a 
laminate with tour lanyard. 
Individual stage credentials will be issued each day prior to each stage.



The event organizer will coordinate and enforce secured zones at all tour related 
locations. This includes registration, bike garages, start and finish lines. The security 
director will coordinate overnight security with local law enforcement officials for all 
locations.

• Tour credentials will be required by all individuals riding on tour 
transportation vehicles. This includes travel from hotels, parking areas and 
stage to stage.

• Tour credentials will be required by all individuals entering bike garage 
locations and secured zones.

• Tour credentials will be required by anyone dropping off or picking up 
luggage. 

• Tour credentials are NOT required at start or finish line locations as these 
areas will be open to the public. The Tour assumes no liability for individuals 
within these zones without a tour credential.

Tour credentials should always be visible when approaching, entering or 
while within a secured zone for the safety and protection of all participants.



All participants are required to check-in for the event on March 24, 2021.

Check in will be located at the Guest House at Graceland.

The Guest House at Graceland
3600 Elvis Presley Boulevard
Memphis, TN 38116

The check-in location has been designed to accommodate participants in accordance with 
local and state social distancing guidelines. 

Participants should read and understand the check-in process prior to arrival to avoid delay. 

Participants will have access to bike garage and bike services after check-in but should be 
courteous with time as we do currently have to limit the number of individuals within 
secured zones. 

We suggest you arrive ready to check-in and rack your bike prior to 
checking into hotel. 

There will be no new registrations allowed at check-in.



From here participants 
will be greeted by 
event signage to direct 
participants to the 
appropriate parking 
area for check-in. 

Participants will turn into the Guest House parking lot from Highway 51.



Check-in will be located inside the 
Graceland Guest House at the event 
expo center.

Volunteers and event signage will help 
direct participants to the check in zone. 

Tour Support, Bike Garage and Bike 
Support in the bike garage.



There will be a registration table located just inside the expo area. All participants 
will be required to wear a mask before entering this zone. Please approach the 
table and present an ID for check-in verification. 

There will be hand sanitizer at each step along the way – please use as often as 
necessary.

A tour official will present you with a set of documents to review and sign. Once 
all documents are signed and verified, the official will hand you your welcome kit.

Please inspect this kit and make sure it contains the following items:

• Tour Credential
• Parking Pass
• Bike Numbers
• Luggage Tags

Once your kit is verified you will be required to 
attach your tour credential and bike numbers 
prior to racking your bike.

Non-cycling participants will check in via the tour support 
table after the participating athlete has checked in.



All registered participants will receive a parking pass.  This pass can be used in several 
ways and allows access to tour approved parking locations along the course of the tour.
Participants should take the time to display the parking pass inside the vehicle as soon as 
the registration is complete.
The parking passes allows access to either Long Term Parking or Stage Parking.

Long Term Parking

This location is for participants looking to 
park vehicles through the end of the tour.
This location will be a designated area 
located within the Graceland Complex.
This parking location is available on the 
morning of Stage 01 starting at 5:00 AM.
The return bus from New Orleans will 
return to this location on Tuesday, March 
25th at approximately 3:00 PM.

Stage Parking
This pass allows access to overnight 
parking at the Guest House Hotel and 
prior to stage 01 starting at 5:00 AM. 
There will be designated parking locations 
in Cleveland, Vicksburg, Baton Rouge, and 
New Orleans to accommodate each of the 
stage locations.



All cycling participants will receive a high viz 
seat post sticker that must be applied to the 
seat post of each bike and visible from both 
sides of the bike.

Please take the time to apply this number 
properly as it will be on the bike for 5 days.

The bike number is our way and local officials' 
way of identifying your bike as part of the tour 
both while on the course and when racked in 
the bike garage. 

Note: cyclists will not be 
allowed to start each 
stage without the bike 
number securely in place 
and visible.



You will have access to your bike, bike support and time to ride your bike prior to checking 
in up until the garage closes. All registered participants will be required to check their bikes 
in by 6:00 PM Wednesday, March 24, 2021. 

If you used tour support (Bike Flights) to ship your bike, your bike will be available at bike 
support after checking in. 

You and your bike will be photographed prior to racking the bike for identification purposes. 

Each bike rack will hold 5 bikes and each position will be numbered. Please find the slot that 
matches your number and rack your bike. 

• No other gear may be left with the bike unless attached directly to the bike. 
• You will have access to the bike prior to each stage.
• Please be mindful of social distancing when racking and un-racking your bike.
• There will be a tech area available to allow space for those wishing to work on 

their bikes before or after each stage. 
• Layout of garage is subject to change from stage to stage. 
• Overnight security will be located at bike garage locations throughout the tour.



All registered participants will receive a set of luggage tags.  These 
luggage tags will allow participants to store items such as a bike 
case in long term storage, while day to day luggage will travel via 
the stage luggage option.

Participants should take the time to attach luggage tags properly 
and securely.

Long Term Storage
All long-term luggage must be checked in on check in day. No long-term 
luggage will be accepted on the morning of Stage 01.
This luggage will be available at the Guest House on Tuesday after the ride 
back to Memphis or at the finish line in New Orleans depending on which 
option you select during check-in. Tour credentials will be required to access 
this luggage.

Stage Luggage
Stage luggage can be dropped off on the morning of each stage. There will be a van 
located within the garage area prior to the start of each stage to receive this luggage.
Stage luggage will travel with the bike garage and be available at each garage location 
at the end of each stage.



Highway 61 Challenge will cover approximately 500 miles over three states, 22 counties and 
parishes and stay as guests in 5 different cities. We expect all participants to treat each other, 
our hosts, volunteers, officials, and law enforcement with the utmost respect. The Tour will 
not tolerate bad behavior, disrespect, alcohol or drug use at any point during the Tour. 
Participants who cannot abide by these simple rules will be warned only once and will be 
removed from the Tour after a second infraction. Additionally, the Tour will not allow open 
carry of firearms at any point. If you have a concealed permit and plan to carry a gun you 
must notify tour security during registration for your safety and the safety of all tour 
participants.

Travel Rules
Please be mindful of trash or waste when 
traveling with the tour. The Tour and our hosts 
will supply ample garbage cans and restrooms 
within the garage areas. At no time will littering, 
public urination or nudity be tolerated. 

Smoking will not be allowed 
within the garage areas.

Social Distancing Guidelines
Social distancing rules will vary from stage 
to stage. The Tour will enforce all local 
guidelines for the entire tour.
Participants, volunteers and tour officials 
will be required to wear a mask when able 
to do so. 
Cyclists will be allowed to remove masks 
prior to mounting and after dismounting 
of bike for each stage.



All participants cycling in the challenge will need to read and understand the following rules:

Access to Bikes
• Participants will have access to the bike garage area 2 hours prior to the event and can 

work on the bike during this time.
• Participants will not be permitted to ride bikes outside the secured bike garage area but 

can walk bikes outside the zone if accessing bike support services.
• Participants are required to ride the same bike they checked in with for all stages of the 

tour. This will be the frame and front fork of the bike. All other components can be 
changed or swapped between stages. 

Drafting
• Drafting is allowed but not encouraged. 
• Aero bars, time trial bikes are allowed but not encouraged.

Traffic Laws
• The Tour will follow all posted traffic laws unless directed otherwise 

by local law enforcement. 



Guidelines
• The course will be open to vehicles. 
• Organizers will coordinate with local officials to alert traffic, cone and close roads 

where possible
• All participants must remain in line when not passing or being passed by another 

participant.
• Participants should only pass on the left side when it is clear to do so.
• Any participant being passed shall allow the pass without blocking.
• Participants should not ride next to the grass or the side of the road to avoid any 

potential debris.
• All participants will be required to have a front white light and a rear flashing red 

light attached to the bike. Garmin Varia Radar or similar is recommended but not 
mandatory.

Note: This is a group ride, NOT a race, the challenge is in the distance 
itself. The Tour will ride in a controlled group with a lead vehicle and 
rear swag vehicle. Participants are to always remain between the two 
control vehicles as the route is subject to change as deemed necessary 
by local law enforcement. 



Course Support

Challenge participants should be self-contained as much as possible. This includes 
hydration, nutrition and bike repair kits. The Tour will supply the following support:

• The Tour will coordinate a mandatory rest stop approximately every 25 – 35 
miles along the entire length of the course. Volunteers will be available at 
several of these stops along the way with communication to tour officials, 
hydration, nutrition, medical and restrooms where possible. 

• The Tour will have a swag vehicle following the group should a rider need to 
rest or is unable to continue riding.

• Should a rider need support between rest areas they should find a safe 
stopping point, clear the highway and wait for the swag vehicle. 

• Participants are encouraged to carry a phone with them and to program 
emergency numbers into the phone.

• Individual rider support is allowed; however, individual support vehicles can 
not ride between bikes and must coordinated with tour support.

• Most locations will have law enforcement leading the group and law 
enforcement behind the group. 



• All participants will be assigned a number at check-in, this is your starting position for 
each stage.

• Each number will start with either a letter A or B and end with a number 1 thru 25. 
The letter will represent your wave assignment and the number your position within 
the wave.

• Additional waves could be added depending on social distancing guidelines at the 
time of the event.

• The wave letter also represents the bike racks you are assigned to.

• Participants will line up in two separate lines, the A line and the B line 
in numerical order.

• The two lines will start side by side via a rolling start.
• Participants are to remain side by side and in position while riding in a 

pack.
• There will be times when the group will be allowed to spread out and 

times when we must remain together.



All participants have two choices when it comes to lodging. You can 
either handle lodging on your own, hereafter referred to as solo lodging, 
or you can travel with the Tour, hereafter referred to as tour lodging.

Solo Lodging
As a solo traveler you are responsible for 
booking your own hotel each night 
regardless of whether you book through a 
partner hotel or another lodging provider.

Tour Lodging
If you elect to use tour provided lodging, we 
will book your room for you as part of a tour 
block. We will check you in as a group for each 
stage and provide a key packet for you at the 
finish line each day.

Note: The Tour will provide transportation to and from partner hotels for each 
stage of the event for any participant with a tour credential. Transportation will 
only be supplied for partner hotels.

• Transportation will be provided to and from event parking where and 
when applicable.

• A transportation vehicle will transfer participants and luggage to the 
garage area each morning prior to each stage.

• A transportation vehicle will be available to participants at the finish 
line to transport participants and luggage to partner hotels.



Non cycling participants and volunteers will have two options when it comes to 
traveling with the Tour.

Solo Travel
As a solo traveler you are responsible for 
your own travel between stages. 

Tour Travel
If you elect to use tour provided travel you 
will have access to transportation vans that 
will travel from stage to stage.

Note: The Tour will provide transportation from stage to stage for any 
participant with a tour credential. 

• Non cycling participants will need to purchase a travel pass.
• Participants will travel via passenger vans with no more than 8 

passengers per van.
• All non-essential travel will be encouraged to travel either ahead of 

the pack or behind the pack to avoid congestion between riders.
• Travel routes will be supplied at registration for any solo travelers and 

updated via daily tour briefings.



Thursday, March 25, 2021
Memphis, TN to Cleveland, MS

Distance

114.33 Miles

Elevation Gain

419 ft



Thursday, March 25, 2021
Memphis, TN to Cleveland, MS

Weather prediction as of 03/20/21

Start Finish



5:00 AM Bike Garage Opens

6:30 AM Safety Meeting 
Riders to Corral

After the safety meeting participants 
will exit the bike garage to corral in 
the parking lot just outside the bike 
garage. 

7:00 AM Stage 01 Starts

Stage 01 will start with participants 
taking a left turn onto Elvis Presley 
Boulevard.  



• Participants will travel south on Elvis Presley Blvd / HWY 51 approximately 0.9 miles before 
taking a right hand turn on to E. Raines Rd.

• Once on E. Raines Rd. participants will travel approximately 2.7 miles to Hwy 61. 
• Participants will take a left-hand turn onto HWY 61 and continue south approximately 4.3 

miles before crossing the state line into Mississippi. 

• The city of Memphis is 
in Shelby County, 
Tennessee.

• Memphis Police 
Department will escort 
pack from the start of 
Stage 01 to the 
Mississippi state line.

• Participants will 
maintain double file 
format from the start of 
Stage 01 to the 
Mississippi state line.

7.9 Miles

Stage 01
Start

State Line



• Desoto County Sherriff’s 
Department will intercept the 
pack at the Mississippi state 
line. 

• The Tour will travel 
approximately 1.5 miles on 
HWY 61 before taking a slight 
right-hand turn onto MS 161. 

• The next 13.3 miles will follow 
MS 161 and Old HWY 61.

• Desoto County Sherriff's 
Department will escort the 
pack 14.8 miles 
through Desoto 
County.

14.8 Miles

State Line

County Line



• The Tour will travel approximately 
14 miles into Tunica County before 
making its first water stop at mile 47 
in downtown Tunica at the corner of 
Old HWY 61 and Harris St. 31.7 Miles

County Line

County Line

Water Stop

• The next 13.3 miles will follow MS 161                 
and Old HWY 61.

• Tunica County Sherriff's Department will escort 
the pack 31.7 miles through Tunica County with 
additional assistance from the Tunica Police 
Department while within the city limits of Tunica.

• Tunica County Sherriff’s Department 
will intercept the pack at the Tunica 
County line. 



• The Tour will travel approximately 
22.6 miles into Coahoma County 
before making its second water stop 
at mile 86.6 in downtown Clarksdale 
at the historic Blues Crossroads.

39.4 Miles

County Line

County Line

Water Stop

• Coahoma County Sherriff’s Department will 
intercept the pack at the Coahoma 
County line. 

• Another 2.8 miles along MS 161 and Old 
HWY 61 will bring the tour back to HWY 61 
with another 14 miles to the county line.

• Coahoma County Sherriff's Department will 
escort the pack 39.4 miles through 
Coahoma County with additional
assistance from the Clarksdale
Police Department while
within the city limits
of Clarksdale.



• Bolivar County Sherriff’s Department will intercept 
the pack at the Bolivar County line. 

• The Tour will travel approximately 27 miles into 
Bolivar County before entering Cleveland, MS.

• Bolivar County Sherriff's Department will escort the 
pack from the County line to the city limits of 
Cleveland.

• The Cleveland Police Department will intercept the 
pack at the city limits and escort the pack the final 
2.6 miles into Cleveland, MS.

29.6 Miles

County Line

Stage 01 
Finish



• Participants will take 
a right-hand turn 
onto Rosemary Road 
and travel 1.7 miles 
before taking a left-
hand turn onto 
Ronaldman Rd.

• Participants will 
travel another 0.9 
miles to finish at the 
Lyric Hotel West End.

Stage 01 
Finish



• Participants will cross the finish line 
just before reaching HWY 08.

• Participants will turn left into the 
Lyric Hotel property.

• Participants will rack their bikes in 
the bike garage located in the 
Clubhouse at the Lyric Hotel. 

• Overnight accommodations will be 
at the Lyric Hotel West End.

• The bike garage will remain open 
until 7:00 PM for bike service.



Cleveland Taxi: (662) 719-7433
Cab McCain: (662) 588-2564

We also have UberEats and DoorDash

For more information on Cleveland and 
its attractions, visit 
www.visitclevelandms.com

Named one of Southern Living’s “Best Small Towns” in 2019, Cleveland 
is a vibrant community that keeps in step with the pace of modern life.

Visitors reach Cleveland each year in search of a glimpse into 
the rich history and easy nature of the Mississippi Delta. To their 
delight, they also discover delicious and plentiful dining options, 
specialty shopping, live music and state-of-the-art entertainment 
throughout this Delta city. The award-winning downtown Main Street 
area brings visitors from all over the region. 

Cleveland is also home to the GRAMMY Museum Mississippi, the only 
GRAMMY museum outside of Los Angeles. We were chosen to house 
such a prestigious music museum, because of the incredible influence 
that Mississippi musicians have had on the rest of the world. Just east 
of town is Dockery Farms, known as the “Birthplace of the Blues.” 
Visitors travel from all over the globe to walk around the grounds of 
where many famous bluesmen both lived and played. 

Home to Delta State University, Cleveland is a bustling town filled with 
arts, live music, incredible shopping and world-famous local eats. 

http://www.visitclevelandms.com/


Friday, March 26, 2021
Cleveland, MS to Vicksburg, MS

Distance

112.14 Miles

Elevation Gain

367 ft



Friday, March 26, 2021
Cleveland, MS to Vicksburg, MS

Weather prediction as of 03/20/21

Start Finish



5:00 AM Bike Garage Opens

6:30 AM Safety Meeting 
Riders to Corral

After the safety meeting participants 
will exit the bike garage to corral on 
Ronaldman Road just outside the bike 
garage. 

7:00 AM Stage 02 Starts

Stage 02 will start with participants 
taking a left turn onto HWY 8.



• Participants will travel east on HWY 8 for 
approximately 1.7 Miles before taking a 
right-hand turn onto HWY 61.

• Once on HWY 61 participants will travel 
approximately 2.1 miles to exit Cleveland. 

• Cleveland Police Department will 
escort pack from the start of Stage 
02 to the city limits.

• Participants will maintain double file 
format from the start of Stage 02 to 
the city limits.

3.8 Miles

Stage 02
Start

City Limit



• Bolivar County Sherriff’s Department 
will intercept the pack at the Cleveland 
City Limits.

• The Tour will travel approximately 18.4 
miles from the start of Stage 02 through 
Boyle, MS and Shaw, MS before 
reaching the Washington County Line. 18.4 Miles

Stage 02 
Start

Washington 
County



• Washington County Sherriff’s Department will 
intercept the pack at the Washington County 
line. 

• The Tour will take Old HWY 61 at Elizabeth and 
pass-through Leland, MS, Arcola, MS and 
Hollandale, MS before returning to HWY 61.

• Washington County Sherriff's Department will 
escort the pack 31.7 miles through Washington 
County with additional police support from 
Hollandale Police Department.

• A water station is planned for Leland, MS         
at the Highway 61 Blues Museum.

31.7 Miles

County Line

County Line

Water Stop



• The Tour will take a slight right-hand 
turn onto Old HWY 61 just before 
Anguilla, MS and follow Old HWY 61 
into Rolling Fork, MS for the second 
water stop.

35.2 Miles

County Line

County Line

Water Stop

• Another 1.2 miles through Rolling Fork                
will merge the tour back onto HWY 61.

• Sharkey County Sherriff's Department will escort 
the pack 35.2 miles through Sharkey County with 
additional assistance from the Rolling Fork Police 
Department while within the city limits of Rolling 
Fork.

• Sharkey County Sherriff’s Department 
will intercept the pack at the Sharkey 
County line. 



• Sharkey County Sherriff's 
Department will continue to escort 
the pack into Issaquena County.

• Warren County Sherriff's 
Department will intercept the pack 
at some point in Issaquena County 
with additional support from 
Mississippi Highway Patrol.

6.3 Miles

County Line

County Line



• Warren County Sherriff’s Department 
will intercept the pack in Issaquena 
County.

• The Tour will travel approximately 11.6 
miles into Bolivar County before entering 
Vicksburg, MS.

• The Cleveland Police Department will 
intercept the pack at the city limits and 
escort the pack the final 5.1 miles into 
Vicksburg, MS.

11.6 Miles

County Line

Stage 02 
Finish



• Participants will take 
a right-hand turn 
onto Old HWY 61 
and travel 4.7 miles 
before continuing 
onto Washington 
Street.

• Participants will 
travel another 0.4 
miles to finish Stage 
02.

5.1 Miles

Stage 02 
Finish



• Participants will finish on 
Washington Street in front of the 
Cotton Wood Public House.

• Participants will rack their bikes in 
the bike garage located in the 
parking lot next to Cottonwood. 

• Overnight accommodations will be 
at the Courtyard Marriott 
approximately 3 miles from bike 
garage.

• The bike garage will remain open 
until 7:00 PM for bike service.



Downtown is the heart and soul of our city. As the heart 
goes, so does all of Vicksburg. Our downtown tells us who 
we are, who we were, and how the past has shaped us. 
Downtown is the place of shared memory where people 
still come together to live, work, and play. 

Vicksburg was chosen as one of the original six Mississippi 
Main Street towns. 

Main Street is a non-profit public/private partnership 
working within Vicksburg's historic downtown area to 
develop a sustainable and comprehensive program to 
revitalize our downtown economy and preserve its 
character.

Downtown Vicksburg's natural setting is a gorgeous 
backdrop for a vibrant array of events and festivals, lively 
nightlife, and tourist attractions, supported by a vibrant 
cultural and performing arts community. Download Walking Map

https://downtownvicksburg.org/

https://vicksmainstree.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Main-Street-Tourist-Map-Front-100917f.pdf
https://downtownvicksburg.org/


Saturday, March 27, 2021
Vicksburg, MS to Baton Rouge, LA

Distance

158.75 Miles

Elevation Gain

4,290 ft



Saturday, March 27, 2021
Vicksburg, MS to Baton Rouge, LA

Weather prediction as of 03/20/21

Start Finish



5:00 AM Bike Garage Opens

6:30 AM Safety Meeting 
Riders to Corral

After the safety meeting participants 
will exit the bike garage to corral on 
Washington Street next to the bike 
garage. 

7:00 AM Stage 03 Starts

Stage 03 will start on Washington 
Street and follow Washington Street / 
Old Highway 61.



• Participants will follow Washington Street / 
Old HWY 61 for approximately 5.5 Miles 
before merging back onto HWY 61.

• Once on HWY 61 participants will travel 
approximately 3.7 miles to exit Vicksburg. 

• Vicksburg Police Department will 
escort pack from the start of Stage 
03 to the city limits.

• Participants will maintain double file 
format from the start of Stage 02 to 
the city limits.

9.2 Miles

Stage 03 Start

City Limit



• Warren County Sherriff’s Department 
will intercept the pack at the Vicksburg 
City Limits.

• The Tour will travel approximately 19.9 
miles from the start of Stage 03 through 
Warren County before reaching the 
Claiborne County Line.

19.9 Miles

Stage 03 Start

Claiborne 
County



• Claiborne County Sherriff’s Department will 
intercept the pack at the Claiborne County line. 

• Claiborne County Sherriff's Department will 
escort the pack 16.7 miles through Claiborne 
County with additional police support from 
Port Gibson Police Department.

• A water station is planned for                          
Port Gibson, MS.

16.7 Miles

County Line

County Line

Water Stop



• Jefferson County Sherriff’s 
Department will intercept the 
pack at Jefferson County Line.

• The Tour will travel 
approximately 22 miles through 
Jefferson County before 
reaching the Adams County 
Line.

22 Miles

County Line

County 
Line



• Adams County Sherriff’s Department 
will intercept the pack at the Adams 
County line. 

• The Tour will travel approximately 12 
miles before reaching Natchez, MS. 

• The Natchez Police Department will 
intercept the pack at the Natchez City 
Limits and escort the pack 
approximately 6 miles through city 
limits.

• Adams County Sherriff's Department 
picks the pack up again south of Natchez 
to escort the pack to the Wilkinson 
County Line.

• A water stop is planned in Natchez, MS.

27.9 Miles

County Line

County Line

Water Stop



• Wilkinson County Sherriff's Department 
intercepts the pack at the Wilkinson 
County Line.

• Wilkinson County Sherriff's Department 
will escort the pack 26.9 Miles to the 
Louisiana State Line.

• A water stop is planned for Woodville, MS.

26.9 Miles

State Line

County Line

Water Stop



22.6 Miles

State Line

Parish Line

Water Stop

• West Feliciana Parish Sherriff’s 
Department will intercept the pack at the 
Mississippi / Louisiana State line.

• The Tour will travel approximately 22.6 
miles through St. Francisville before 
reaching East Feliciana Parish.

• The St. Francisville Police department 
will assist with travel through 
St. Francisville.

• A water stop is planned                                                                              
for St. Francisville. 



• East Feliciana Parish Sherriff’s 
Department will intercept the pack in the 
East Feliciana Parish Line.

• The Tour will travel approximately 4.6 
miles through East Feliciana Parish 
before reaching East Baton Rouge Parish.

4.6 
Miles

Parish Line

Parish Line



• East Baton Rouge Parish 
Sheriffs Department will 
intercept the pack at the 
Parish line and escort the 
pack to Baton Rouge city 
limits.

• Baton Rouge Police 
Department will pick up the 
pack and escort the tour into 
Baton Rouge.

19.2 Miles

Parish Line

Stage 03 
Finish



• Participants will continue into 
Baton Rouge on HWY 61 for 
about 4.5 miles before merging 
onto BUS 61 / BUS 190.

• Participants will continue on 
BUS 61 for another 4.4 miles 
before merging onto River 
Road.

• A final ¼ mile stretch will bring 
participants to the Stage 03 
Finish.

9.1 Miles

Stage 03 
Finish

Parish Line



• Participants will finish on 3rd street at 
the Courtyard Hotel.

• Participants will rack their bikes in 
the bike garage located in the 
parking lot. 

• Overnight accommodations will be at 
the Courtyard Marriott.

• The bike garage will remain open 
until 8:00 PM for bike service.

Laissez les bons temps rouler
(let the good time roll) 

Participants can expect a taste of 
authentic Louisiana seafood, music 
and a unique blend of hospitality 
hosted by Visit Baton Rouge and 
Louisiana Office of Tourism. 



Baton Rouge is Louisiana’s “Capital City” and the hub of 
all things Louisiana. With a prime, central location—just 
an hour away from New Orleans and Lafayette—Baton 
Rouge is the perfect city to explore the eclectic culture of 
this amazing state.

Louisiana’s Capital City highlights the unique history, 
music, culture and outdoors that both visitors to Louisiana 
and locals alike enjoy. With French, Spanish, Creole and 
Native American roots, our city is rich in its culture and 
politics. Nicknamed the “Red Stick,” Baton Rouge houses 
over 300 years of history, much of which can be tasted in 
our food, seen in our architecture and learned through 
our state’s history.

Whether your travels bring you to Baton Rouge for leisure 
or business, we encourage you to enjoy all our city has to 
offer. Enjoy your stay!

Visit Baton Rouge

The Downtown Development District is happy to 
present its newest welcome guides! 
Components include lists and information about 
the many downtown amenities, attractions, 
businesses, merchants, restaurants, events and 
neighborhoods.

View the Downtown Baton Rouge Guide

https://www.visitbatonrouge.com/
https://www.visitbatonrouge.com/tools-info/visitor-guides/downtown-welcome-guides/


Sunday, March 28, 2021
Baton Rouge, LA to New Orleans, LA

Distance

112 Miles

Elevation Gain

254 ft

Note: Stage 04 finishes in 
Kenner, LA (Jefferson 
Parish), a few miles short 
of Orleans.



Sunday, March 28, 2021
Baton Rouge, LA to New Orleans, LA

Weather prediction as of 03/20/21

Start Finish



5:00 AM Bike Garage Opens

6:30 AM Safety Meeting 
Riders to Corral

After the safety meeting 
participants will exit the bike 
garage to corral on BUS 190.

7:00 AM Stage 04 Starts

Stage 04 will start on 3RD

Street.



• Participants will follow River Road for about 
1 mile before merging right onto Levee 
Trailhead. 

• The pack will ride single file formation for 
another 4.1 miles along Levee Trailhead 
before dropping back down onto River 
Road.

• Back on River Road participants will travel 
another mile before exiting Baton Rouge 
City Limits.

5.7 Miles

Stage 04 Start

City Limit



• The tour will travel approximately 
15.2 miles from the start of Stage 
04 through East Baton Rouge 
Parish before reaching Iberville 
Parish.

• The tour will follow River Road 
after leaving Baton Rouge.

15.2 Miles

Stage 04 Start

Iberville 
Parish



• Participants will 
follow River Road 
(LA-75) for 22.1 
miles through 
Iberville Parish.

22.1 Miles

Parish Line

Parish
Line



• Participants will 
follow River 
Road for 17.5 
miles through 
Ascension 
Parish.

17.5 Miles

Parish
Line

Parish
Line

Water Stop

Water Stop - Ashland-Belle Helene Plantation Geismar Louisiana

http://www.historic-structures.com/la/geismar/ashland_belle_plantation.php


• Participants will 
follow River Road 
for 23.3 miles 
through St. James 
Parish.

23.3 Miles

Parish 
Line

Parish 
Line

Water Stop

Water Stop - Poche Plantation

http://www.pocheplantation.com/


• Participants will follow River Road for 13.7 miles 
through St. John the Baptist Parish.

13.7 Miles

Parish Line

Parish 
Line



• Participants will follow River Road for 15.9 miles 
through St. Charles Parish.

Parish Line

Parish 
Line

Water Stop

15.9 Miles

Water Stop - Destrehan Plantation

https://www.destrehanplantation.org/


As of 03/18/20 the Bonnet 
Carre Spillway has spilled over 
River Road resulting in a 6-mile 
detour.

• Participants will take a left-
hand turn onto 3217 just 
before leaving St. John the 
Baptist Parish.

• Participants will take a right 
hand onto HWY 61 and 
travel approximately 4 
miles into St. Charles Parish 
before taking another right-
hand turn onto LA-48.

• LA-48 will take participants 
back down to River Road.

• The tour is working with River Parishes to secure escort for detour.



• Participants will follow River Road for 2.2 miles 
through Jefferson Parish.

2.2 
Miles

Parish 
Line Finish



• Participants will now finish in Jefferson 
Parish at LaSalle’s Landing.

• Participants will take a left on Minor 
Street, right on 4th street and a right-
hand turn into Gendusa’s parking lot.

• The bike garage will remain open until 
7:00 PM for bike service. All bikes are to 
be packed up and removed by 
participants prior to departure.

• The finish line PARTY will now be held at 
Gendusa’s Italian Market. Pizza and  
beverages will be provided. Additional 
food and adult beverages will be 
available for purchase.

• Parking is available on Williams Blvd and at LaSalle’s 
landing for those not traveling with the tour.

https://www.gendusasitalian.com/


We are known for our unique history, agriculture, cuisine, and ecosystems. Influences from Germans, Acadians 
(Cajuns), French, Spanish, Native Americans and enslaved Africans blend together to create a regional culture –
unique even to Louisiana.

Out here, you will hear stories of previous generations through tours of plantation estates. 

Then you will explore the swamps to learn of their importance and encounter the creatures who live in harmony 
with the locals. You’ll see why Lac Des Allemands is the “Catfish Capital of the Universe” and known for freshwater 
crab.

Smoked andouille and Cajun/Creole recipes passed down from generation to generation have been perfected over 
time and will bring you right to the heart and soul of the River Parishes.

Finally, you’ll discover Perique tobacco, which can only be grown out here.
Louisana's River Parishes

Louisiana’s River Parishes is a strip of land, 
about 30 miles long, along the Mississippi River. 
Known as the River Parishes and located in 
between New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 

https://lariverparishes.com/


Today, we provide unmatched pediatric expertise wrapped in a whole lot of love. 
Our community can count on the extraordinary care provided by our pediatric-
trained specialists, from the most complex pediatric procedures, to the everyday 
health of children and adolescents.  

RSAA, Inc is committed to making a difference and has partnered 
with the Children's Hospital of New Orleans as our charity partner 
for the inaugural 2021 Highway 61 Challenge.

10% of each registration will be donated to the Children's Hospital 
of New Orleans.

Visit Children's Hospital New Orleans

At Children's Hospital New Orleans, our promise is to shape a 
healthier, happier future for kids. For more than 60 years, we've 
provided expert healthcare for children across our state and region. 

https://www.chnola.org/




Follow us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER, INSTAGRAM

https://rockstarallaccess.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RockstarAllAccess
https://twitter.com/RSAAInc
https://www.instagram.com/rockstar_all_access/
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