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Guild Project for April 21, 2018 

 

Do to most of the board members not being 
able to attend the April guild meeting and 
low attendance, the April meeting has been 
canceled. Note: this is the weekend of the 
State Line Retreat in Indiana.  

 

 

NO GUILD MEETING 

IN APRIL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BWGOK Officers - Elected and Volunteer Positions  

President:  Janet Newman 

Vice President: Vickie Gildon 

Secretary: Fran Cates 

Treasurer: Marcia Balleweg 

Membership: Janet Newman  

Librarian: Marcia Balleweg  

Newsletter: Janet Newman  
Newsletter: Janet Newman Newsletter submissions can  

be sent to: dnjn3227@sbcglobal.net  

PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 

We are getting into a busy time of the year. The teacher 
strike will be over soon and students will get their school 
year finished. Speaking of students we had a great time 
teaching the Beginner’s Class. We had a lively and 
enthusiastic group of weavers who finished their baskets 
in record time. We also had a great group of volunteers 
helping the new weavers.  Thank you helpers. There are 
pictures inside.  

Please note that because of conflicts with many people 
the April guild meeting has been canceled. This is sad to 
report and doesn’t happen very often.  

We have an update on the Weaver’s Weekend. Classes 
for this year have been chosen. Can’t wait to see the 
catalog. Volunteers are needed for committees. 
Donations are already coming in.  

Look inside for the June project with a guest instructor 
and some volunteer demonstrations to join in. There is 
also a chance to help teach a class at the Western 
Heritage Museum. We need volunteers in order to be 
able to continue to receive free space to have our guild 
meetings.  

Billy Owens will be in Walters, OK in August again. Classes 
are almost full but there are a few openings. Get signed 
up quickly. He is a great instructor and the baskets you 
make will last forever and be a real treasure.  

Check out information about the State Fair Demo and the 
Chuck Wagon Festival at the Western Heritage Museum.  

 

See you soon. Janet 

BWGOK meetings are held at the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum located near I-44 and NE 63rd Street in 
Oklahoma City. The meeting dates are in transition for the 2017 
year and are listed on page 6. Meetings generally start at 10 with 
weaving a project then the business meeting coincides with lunch 
at 12 noon. We finish the business meeting with a basket raffle 
and door prize drawing followed by more weaving time. Everyone 
brings a covered dish to share at lunch. If you did not order a 
project kit come anyway and bring whatever you want to weave 
on. Bring finished projects to show and tell. We are usually done 
by 2-3. 
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BasketWeavers Guild of Oklahoma Minutes 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 

Oklahoma City, OK 

February 17, 2018 

At 10:35 the meeting was called to order.  Mike Tickle made the motion to approve the minutes from 
the October 2017 meeting. 

BWGOK Treasurer’s Report: 

Marcia Balleweg gave the Treasurer’s report.  The Guild is in the black by $134 after Weavers’ 
Weekend. 

Old Business: 

 Weavers’ Weekend — 80 weavers and 8 instructors all had full classes.  

 Marcia reported that he Expo Center has been remodeled.  Marcia and Diane Wilson are 
heading up the 2018 weekend.  Eight instructors have submitted baskets.  Janet Newman is in 
charge of donations.  Marcia reported that the 2019 Weavers’ Weekend will be the first 
weekend in November because of some conflicts with other weekend retreats. 

  Membership—Janet Newman 
 There are 84 members. 29 old members have been removed for lack of current 

membership. 

 T-shirt quilt—Debbie Shorter and Vickie Gildon are coordinating the quilt project.  Hoping it will 
be ready to auction for Weavers’ Weekend. 

New Business 

  State Fair—Marcia Balleweg reported the fair demo will be Saturday, September 15, 2018, 
from 1:00 to 5:00.  Commitment to enter the Creative Arts Competition must be done by 
August 15.  Marcia said we really need to be entering baskets in the fair. 

 20th year of the guild—the plan is to do something with 20 at each meeting and Weavers’ 
Weekend.  This is the 19th year of Weavers’ Weekend. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 

 

(Quote found on the internet)  
I was looking through an old book on Needlework and Crafts and 

came across this basketmakers' rhyme:  
"I can rand at your command, 

Put on a decent border, 
Upset tight, wale all right, 

And keep my stakes in order." 
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BasketWeavers Having Birthdays  

March, April & May 

 

 

Happy 
Birthday 

to all of you!! 
 

 

 

Thomas Jackie 3/2 

Zimmer Joyce 3/3 

Lee Mary 3/4 

Bess Rachel 3/12 

Ausneus Sue 4/1 

Combs Peggiann 4/7 

Balleweg Marcia 4/9 

Rose Cricket 4/15 

Walker Wahleah 4/23 

McKinzie Jimmie 4/22 

Powers Marsha 5/3 

Katz Candace 5/22 

WEAVERS WEEKEND 2018  

The dates for this year’s event are October 26, 27 and 28, 2018. You can contact  

Committees are forming now. If you would like to be on a committee please 
contact Marcia Balleweg. Marcia and Diane Wilson will again be the co-chairs for 
the retreat in Shawnee, Oklahoma at the Heart Of Oklahoma Expo Center. 

The selection committee met after the March Beginner’s class and chose 34 
classes with 9 instructors. Donations are coming in. If you want to donate or know 
of a business that would like to donate please let Janet Newman know.  
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The June project is being shown early so that you 
have plenty of time to plan to attend. We have a 
visiting instructor, Brenda McKinnon coming in from 
Bedford, Texas with a special little basket like none 
I have ever seen. It is a small Wine Cork Basket 
made on a pre-drilled 5” base. Brenda will have 
enough corks for 15 baskets but you are welcome 
to bring your own corks. If you bring your own corks 
they need to be pre-drilled for #4 round reed. Drill 
the holes using a 9/64” drill bit. 12 corks are need-
ed for a basket.  

The basket can be woven in all Natural Round 
Reed, all Smoked Round Reed or as the picture 
shows with natural and smoked.  

Cost of the kit is $20.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
BWGOK! 

The guild turns 20 this year. In the first meeting 13 people 
gathered in September at the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum in 1998. The first retreat was in November 
of 1999 at the Davis Boy Scout Camp. From the talk it was a 
very cold weekend but they stuck it out and created may 
beautiful baskets.   

The picture to the left was one of those first baskets. It was 
woven on a flower pot tray that Rena Vickery had drilled 
holes in. Happy Birthday weavers. 
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Beginner’s Class 

We had a small but fun Beginner’s Class in March. They 
made a napkin basket and everyone finished and was 
thrilled with their basket. Because we had a number of 
people who didn’t show up we had enough kits to give 
each newcomer a kit to take home and weave another 
basket.  These people were fast learners. Thank you 
volunteers.  
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Saturday and Sunday, Aug 11 & 12, 2018 

Cotton Electric Community Bldg 

302 N Broadway, Walters OK 
 

There are only a few openings left for each day. 

Contact Vickie Gildon at cntrygrl@pldi.net or phone, 405-823-1674 for reservations. 

Registration required by July 1, 2018 with payment. 

Class size is limited so please call early to reserve your slot. 

Saturday offerings  

 

Oak Back Pack. It's my most popular this year. It has a 6" x 10" 

herringbone bottom and is approx. 13" deep. It is double lashed and 

has a Leather harness. It is 6-8 hours and cost $125.00. 

 

 

T's Tote it is about 6 -7 hour, it is 4" x 15" 
at the bottom, it has 18 rolls of weavers and 

2 braided leather handles. It cost $105.00 

 

 

 

 

The Bicycle Basket is 6" x 12" at the bottom, about 8 1/2" deep 

and 2 leather straps to hold it on the bike. It is about 4 hours and 

cost $70.00. 

 

 

 

French Bread- is 4" wide x 15" long and approximately 4" 

deep, with a herringbone bottom. It also could be done in 4 

hours and cost $50.00. 

Billy Owens White Oak Baskets 

mailto:cntrygrl@pldi.net
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The Large Market- it has a 9 1/2" X 18"   

woven Oak rectangle bottom and is about 9" deep. 
 It takes 6-8 hours and cost $95.00 

 

The Small Market, it has a 9" X 15"  
woven Oak rectangle bottom and is 

about  
8 1/2" deep. It takes 6-8 hrs and cost 
$85.00 

 

The Gathering Basket, same dimensions with oval top and 2 oak 

loop handles on the ends. It takes 6-8 hours and cost $85.00 

 

The Grape, has a 6' X12" woven Oak rectangle bottom and is about 

7" deep. It takes 4-6 hours and cost $75.00 

 

 

The Large Williamsburg, has a 10" 

square woven Oak bottom and is about 9" deep and has a 14" 

diameter round top. It takes 6-8 hours and cost $95.00 

 

 

Sunday offerings (20 slots, round only) 

Option #1 – Small Grandma's Wash pan it can be woven in 4-6 hours 
depending on the Weaver. It holds about a 12-14” diameter Wash Pan 

(Not Provided) it cost $65.00 (uses same mold as Apple basket) 

Option #2 - The original Grandma’s Wash pan measures 16” in 
diameter and would cost $75.  Please specify option #1 or #2.  (Uses 

same mold as Harvest and Large Laundry) 

 

 

Small Apple, is approx. 12" in diameter at the top has a woven Oak 
working bottom, 8 1/2" deep 1 Oak handle. It takes about 4-6 hours 

and cost $75.00 
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Large Apple, is approx. 14" in diameter at the top has a woven Oak 
working bottom. 9 1/2" deep 1 Oak handle. It takes about 4-6 hours 

and cost $85.00 

 

 

The Harvest, is approx. 16" in diameter at the top has a woven Oak 
working bottom. 10" deep 1 Oak handle. It takes about 6-8 hours and 

cost $95.00 (same mold as Granny’s Wash Tub and Large Laundry) 

 

 

Large Laundry, is approx 16" in diameter at the top has a woven Oak 

working bottom, it's approx 14" deep with 2 Loop Oak handles. It takes 

about 6-8 hours and cost $105.00 (same mold as Granny’s wash tub and 

Harvest) 

Looking Ahead to the Great State Fair of Oklahoma 

We always do a demonstration at the State Fair of Oklahoma. This year’s fair is September 13th 
through the 23rd. After many years of doing these demos on a Tuesday, we have finally gotten a really 
good time to weave and introduce people to the art of weaving.  Our demo for 2018 is Saturday, 
September 15th from 1 to 5. This will be a great time to gather names and addresses of people for our 
beginner’s class.  Mark this date on your calendar. Those who volunteer get a free pass into the fair for 
the whole day and really close parking for free.  

As a reminder, be planning which baskets you make this year to put into the state fair Creative Arts 
Competition. Ribbons are a fun way to receive recognition and the Best of Show receives $25. The 
guidelines and registration forms will be available on the fair website on July 2nd. Lets plan to have a 
really great representation from the guild this year. 

 

To get a jumpstart on getting your creative juices flowing the Fair offers creative arts instruction to adults on 
Thursday, June 21st and to youth on Thursday, July 12th. These classes are free for anyone interested. 
Registration for adults opens May 14th and fills fast.  Registration for youth opens May 29th. Check out the State 
Fair website for more information. 
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Old T-Shirts onto a Quilt 

At the February guild meeting we gathered old basket weaving t-
shirts and sent them to Debbie Shorter to be made into a quilt. The 
quilt will be auctioned off at the Weavers Weekend Retreat in 
September.  

May 26 — 27, 2018 
Saturday – 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday – 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Join us for this two-day, fun-filled family weekend showcasing chuck wagon food samples, a petting zoo, 
artisan demonstrations, bandanna decorating, leather stamping with the Oklahoma Chisholm Trail Leather 
Guild, live music, rope making with Ward Family Trick Ropers, archery, Western re-enactors, face painting, 
children’s craft stations, square dancing, photos with a longhorn, giant puzzles, dress up areas, book 
signings with The Museum Store, and more! 

— What We Need From You — 

The guild will be doing their first required demo at the Chuck Wagon Festival. By required I mean that in 
order to be able to use the museum free of charge for our regular meetings we have to give back to the 
museum by offering a few demos. The museum will be expecting hundreds of people at this event. The 
guild will be in charge of the kids weaving mats. Each child can weave a few rows of a large mat that will 
be laying on a table. We need donations of colored flat reed any size and any color as long as the pieces 
are 45” long at least. Don’t cut it into 45” pieces. They just need to be at least that long.  

Two 6 hours days are hard for 2 or 3 people to handle with so many children so we need more people to 
step up and volunteer for this event. If you plan to be a part of the demo, please go to the museum 
webpage well by May 10th and fill out a background check form. This is required by the museum for 
volunteers. Please contact Marcia Balleweg or Janet Newman for the email with the url to go online to do 
the background check? It can’t be printed here because the url is too long.  

— Another Opportunity For You — 

September 8th is another important date for a demo/class at the museum. We will be teaching a bandana 
basket. Volunteers will be needed for this date also so mark you calendar and join us for a fun day. This 
event will be much like teaching the beginner class and will be a great time to pick up new members so we 
need a good showing from the guild.  

Annual Chuck Wagon Festival 


