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June 19 Guild Project 
Miska 

 
Miska starts out 
with natural spokes 
and round reed. It 
then adds dyed 
spokes and switches 
to 3/16” and 1/4” 
flat oval weavers. 
The most used 
technique is start/
stop weaving. Cost of 
the basket is $18. 
Color Choices are 
Coral, Stonewashed 
Blue and Hunter 
Green. When you 
order your kit, be 
sure to state your 
color choice. This is 
a basket for all level 

weavers. 
 
Kit must be ordered by 
June 14th.  
 
 
Contact Janet Newman 
to order your kit. Text 
your name and color 
choice to 

405-812-4454 or email: 
dnjn3227@sbcglobal.net. Kits will not be 
made by Janet so no extra kits can be 
ordered and no kits will be mailed.  

BWGOK Officers - Elected and Volunteer Positions  

President:  Janet Newman 

Vice President: Mary Lee & the Norman Weavers 

Secretary: Fran Cates 

Treasurer: Marcia Balleweg 

Membership: Janet Newman  

Librarian: Marcia Balleweg  
Newsletter: Janet Newman, Newsletter submissions can  

be sent to: dnjn3227@sbcglobal.net  

PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
Happy days are here again. The guild is in full 

swing with lots of activities coming up. The 

Chuck Wagon Festival is this weekend at the 

National Cowboy and Western Heritage 

Museum from 10 to 4. We have some great 

volunteers lined up to help. Bring your family 

out for some great outdoor fun and food.  

As you can see to the right, our guild project will 

be colorful. Thank you Marcia for developing 

this basket for us. Guild meeting is June 19. 

Please don’t confuse guild meeting with the 

Summer Weave-In on June 26th. We have an 

extra day of weaving planned at the Cowboy 

museum. Look inside for the 2 baskets offered 

that day and order early. Space is limited. 

Yippie!, an extra day to get together and weave 

lovely baskets.  

The Weavers Weekend Catalog is almost ready 

to go online so be looking for it. We have a 

super lineup of instructors and almost 40 

classes for you to choose from. Tell all your 

friends we WILL have our retreat and it will be 

extra fun since we missed last year.  

BWGOK meetings are held at the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum located near I-44 and NE 63rd Street in 
Oklahoma City. The meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of the 
even months. Meetings generally start at 10am with weaving a 
project then the business meeting coincides with lunch at 12 
noon. Everyone brings a covered dish to share at lunch. If you did 
not order a project kit come anyway and bring whatever you want 
to weave on. Bring finished projects to show and tell. We are 
usually done between 2-3. 
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BWGOK Treasurer’s Report 
As of March 31, 2021 

 
Balance as of January 31, 2021     $6558.72 
 
Expenses 
SecureCare Self Storage—February      $61.20 
SecureCare Self Storage—March      $61.20 
Seaside Basket Helper Kits—Janet Newman   $129.00 
GoDaddy.com Web Hosting     $575.52 
Total Expenses       $817.92 
 
Deposits 
Dues (4 deposits Feb/March)     $480.00 
Total Deposits       $480.00 
 
Balance as of March 31, 2021             $6220.80 

Volunteers Needed for  

State Fair Demo 

We will be doing a demo on September 23rd from 1 to 5.  

It’s a fun time to sit and weave and visit with  

people as they walk by. 

We get a free ticket to enter the fair and a pass to park close 
to the gate off May Ave. You can go to the fair early and 

walk around, eat lunch and then go back to your car and get 
your basket supplies and bring them in to weave. 

Fun Fun Fun 
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This poem was 
found on Pinterest. 
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Basket Weavers Guild of Oklahoma Minutes— April 17, 2021 

Meeting was called to order at 12:14.    Minutes from February 2021 were not available.  There were no guests present. 

Old Business— 

Janet also reported that 90 members are currently paid, and 40 members have been dropped. 

Weavers Weekend—Marcia Balleweg reported that teachers from last year are back. 

There are 13 teachers for Weavers Weekend with a total of 39 classes.  Discussion on welcome bags.  Marcia showed 
us a small bag from IKEA and members agreed this would be our welcome bag. 

Texas Retreat will be February 10-13 in Round Rock, Texas 

Calendar and Projects—Janet Newman 

April 17—Flying Geese—Janet Newman 

June 19— 

June 26—Annie Oakley Center—Possible Beginners Class or extra weaving event 

August 21—Positive Tomorrows Basket 

Sign up to enter baskets in the OK State Fair.  Janet will deliver entries if you live out of town. Bring them to 
August meeting.  She will also pick them up after the fair and bring to the next guild meeting  

October 26—Bring back filled Positive Tomorrows baskets; need project. 

November 5-7—OK Weavers Weekend, Shawnee, OK 

December 18—Christmas party—need project. 

Workshops/Demos at museum—Marcia Balleweg 

May 29-30—Chuck Wagon Festival—Volunteers needed.  We will be weaving in courtyard from 10:00 – 
4:00.  Volunteers must have background check. Contact Janet to volunteer and get info on background 
check. 

July 24:  National Day of the Cowboy Demo—2-3 people are needed to weave.  This will be a way to get 
weavers for Beginner class. 

Fall class will be corn, cornucopia, and apple on September 18.  Volunteers needed. 

Janet Newman will continue as President and Mary Lee and Norman ladies will continue as Vice President. 

Sharon Klusmann Retreat in Ohio still has openings. 

New Business 

Marcia Balleweg reported that it is time to pay the P.O. Box rent if we wish to keep the box.  Members agreed to 
keep box and the Guild will pay for the rental.  It is $56 a year. 

New Kit rules—Janet Newman—Kits for Guild Projects are provided at cost.  In the future, there will be no mailing 
of kits, no holding kits, and additional kits will cost more if offered.  

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:20. 
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Thank You Julie for the use of your 
pattern. We had a lot of fun at guild 
meeting making it. Here is the pattern 
for everyone who didn’t come to guild. 

Julie is with Woven Designs and will be 
at our Weavers Weekend in November 
where she will have great kits and 
embellishments. 
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Summer Weave-In 
June 26th, 9-5 

National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum 
Annie Oakley Room 

 
We have a special day of weaving planned for June 26th. This is kind of last minute planning and 
comes about because of the cancellation of the International Day of Kids Weaving. We had the 
room reserved so we decided to do something for the guild and at the same time offer a class for 
beginner weavers.  
 
There are two classes offered.  
Gathering Basket is a beginner class. Cost is $28. 
Cherokee Style Storage Basket is an intermediate basket. Cost is $36.  
 
If you wish to be a part of this special day then order your kit by June 14th so we have time to get 
the materials cut. Janet Newman is handling the orders. Sorry no extra kits will be made or 
mailed. If you want a kit, come to this special day of weaving.  

Order by contacting Janet at 405-812-4454 or email at dnjn3227@sbcglobal.net. 

Please don’t confuse this day of weaving with the guild meeting which is the week before, June 
19th. There are 3 baskets offered over 2 Saturdays.  

You may order kits for both days in one email or text. 

Kits for the Summer Weave-In have to be paid for in advanced. Make checks payable to each 
basket instructor and send to:    Janet Newman 
        3401 N Eagle Lane 
        Bethany, Ok73008 
Text or email Janet before mailing your check. Class space is limited and is first come to reserve a 
space. Check today to see if space is available.  
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Gathering Basket 

Taught by Marcia Balleweg 

This beautiful beginner basket is 17” long by 
10” wide and 5” high without the handle.  It is 
big enough to gather a lot from the garden or 
use it to hold a casserole dish or cupcakes. 
Made on a “D” handle with over/under 
weaving the basket is set off with color along 
the top. The wrapped handle really takes the 
basket to a new level.  

Cost of this class is $28. 

Make check payable to Marcia Balleweg and 
mail to Janet Newman. Be sure to contact Janet 
first to reserve your spot. Then mail your check 
in. 

Cherokee Style Storage Basket 

Taught by Mary Lee 
 
Our Cherokee Style Storage Basket resembles some of the baskets of 
the Cherokee nation of the past and present.  Cherokee baskets were 
made from all natural materials, readily available in the hardwood 
forests of the ancestral homeland.  Cane, white oak, hickory, bark, 
and honeysuckle were the main materials.  Natural dyes came from 
roots, barks, leaves, nuts, flowers, fruits, stems, and seeds.  Our bas-
ket's colors would have been derived from bloodroot for the golden 
color and black walnuts for the dark brown color we will be using as 
our dyed reed.  This basket will be a good size storage basket with a 
depth of 13 1/2"  and a circumference of 35" at the top.   

Cost of the class is $36.  

Make check payable to Mary Lee and mail to Janet Newman. Be sure 
to contact Janet first to reserve your spot. Then mail your  
check in. 



Page 9  BasketWeavers Guild of Oklahoma  June 2021 



Page 10 BasketWeavers Guild of Oklahoma  June 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling For Lots and Lots and Lots of Baskets  
for the Oklahoma State Fair  

 
How do you put baskets in the fair. Its so easy and so much fun to take family and friends to the fair and show 
them what you did. Then you find your basket has a ribbon and everyone oohs and awhs. You beam inside and 
out. It could be a first place ribbon or a 5th place. Doesn’t matter, it’s your basket with a ribbon. 
 
So what's the process? You can look at the categories in the Class Definitions chart on the preceding page or just 
make baskets and figure which category they fit in. Then about July 1 you go online and register to enter. 
Registration should be open July 1 through August 15th. Registration is free. The registration will be under 
Competitions on the webpage’s menu. Then go to Creative Arts and then to Fine Arts, Crafts and Hobbies. At this 
time these dates are only guesses. I will give you the dates when I know it. 
 
The registration will tell you how to tag your baskets. You will need something with your name on them. If I 
remember right the registration process may have a tag you print out for each basket you enter.  
Baskets will be taken to the fairgrounds the weekend before the fair starts. My guess is this year that will be the 
11th and 12th of September. For the people who live out of town and don’t want to make so many trips to OKC, 
you can bring your baskets to the August guild meeting and Janet Newman will take them to the fairgrounds for 
you. Then after the fair, Janet will bring them to the October guild meeting. If you go this route you will still have 
to go online and register, tag your baskets and give Janet a list of all the baskets with a description so she knows 
what is yours. Printed pictures with the description would be even better.  
 
Think outside the box when planning what categories to put your baskets in. For example, there is an Easter 
Basket section in the Holiday Division. So put all the baskets you can in the basket division and put one in this 
Easter basket section. If you do anything with gourds, look for woodburning or beading on a gourd. You might 
think about beading on a basket and fit it into beading category. Or make basket or gourd jewelry and find where 
you can enter them. Have fun with this because it really is fun. You never know when you might get Best of Show. 
Several of our guild members have won it.  
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1. STRAW IS COLLECTED AND SPLIT 

First, the artisans will gather the grass that is eventually woven into 
the baskets. Each basket takes a large amount of grass to complete, 
but it’s made using 100% natural and local materials. From there, 
they split each strand in half, making a more flexible material to 
work with. Straw is split using teeth or hands. 

 

 

2. THEN IT’S ROLLED FOR TEXTURE 

From there, strands are rolled together by hand to 
give them a wavy texture that’s easier to work with 
when weaving. 

 

 

3. STRAW IS DYED TO 

GIVE VIBRANT COLOR 

When the straws are separated 
and rolled, they’re dyed vi-
brant colors to give each bas-
ket a unique colorway and de-
sign. 

 

These baskets can be purchased on Etsy.com or at globein.com. 
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4. THEN THE WEAVING  
BEGINS 

Once the straws are completely 
ready, the artisans can begin weav-
ing. This is the most labor-intensive 
and tedious aspect of the basket 
making that requires both patience 
and skill. 

 

 

5. THE WEAVING CONTINUES UNTIL 
THE FINISHING TOUCHES ARE ADDED 

Each bag will have different patterns, sizes, 
shapes, and functions. At the end of the pro-
cess, sometimes handles, straps, or other em-
bellishments are added. From start to finish, 
the process of making a single Bolga Basket can 
take an entire week. 

 

 

These pieces are truly a labor of skill 
made by artisans working after their nor-
mal full-time jobs for extra income. Buy-
ing these pieces helps support their fami-
lies and their livelihoods 

 
 
 
 
Taken from the web page Globein 
https://globein.com/blog/made-bolga-baskets/ 


