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EXAMPLE COURSE SYLLABUS 

 

Course Name:  

Elements of Crime Patterns: Behavioral Linkage and Pattern Analysis 

Based on "Elements of Crime Patterns: A Foundation for Theory and Practice" 

by Deborah Osborne 

 

Multiple instructor resources are available at the Routledge site for those who require book 
for their courses or training. 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to crime patterns, focusing on the 
identification, documentation, and linkage of serial criminal behavior. Students will learn to 
recognize behavioral patterns across crime incidents by examining detailed variables in 
oTender behavior, victim selection, modus operandi, time and location patterns, and 
property selection. The course emphasizes practical application of pattern recognition 
skills for law enforcement practitioners, crime analysts, researchers, and students. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify and document specific behavioral variables that distinguish individual 
oTenders 

• Apply systematic linkage analysis methods to connect related crimes 
• Recognize patterns across multiple crime types using consistent analytical 

frameworks 
• Evaluate which variables are most significant for linking specific crime categories 
• Think critically about crime patterns as behavioral systems rather than isolated 

incidents 
• Apply pattern analysis to support investigations, research, and crime prevention 

strategies 
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COURSE STRUCTURE 

 

This course is organized into four main parts that progressively build analytical skills: 

PART ONE: Foundations (Weeks 1-3) 

Understanding crime patterns, linkage methods, and systems thinking 

PART TWO: Pattern Variables (Weeks 4-9) 

Detailed examination of behavioral elements that create linkable patterns 

PART THREE: Crime-Specific Analysis (Weeks 11-15) 

Application of pattern variables to specific crime types 

PART FOUR: Advanced Topics (Week 16) 

Future directions and advanced analytical frameworks 

 

 

DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE 

 

PART ONE: FOUNDATIONS 

 

Week 1: Introduction to Crime Pattern Analysis 

Reading: Chapter 1 - Introduction 

Topics: 

• What are crime patterns and why do they matter? 

• The role of pattern recognition in investigation and research 

• Distinguishing between recognizing and identifying patterns 

• International applicability and shared vocabulary 

Learning Activity: 
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• Exercise: Examine three real-world cases and identify which represent patterns vs. 
isolated incidents 

• Discussion: How does pattern recognition diTer between practitioners and researchers? 

 

Week 2: Modus Operandi and the Anatomy of Crime Patterns 

Reading: Chapters 2-3 

Topics: 

• Understanding MO information and its investigative value 

• Basic elements: oTender, victim, location, time, method, property, opportunity 

• Systems thinking: how pattern elements interact and influence each other 

• Crime patterns as behavioral systems with feedback loops 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Diagram a crime series as an interconnected system 

• Critical Thinking: Analyze how changing one element aTects the entire pattern 

 

Week 3: Linkage Methods and Approaches 

Reading: Chapters 4-6 

Topics: 

• Comparative case linkage: structured pattern analysis 

• Formal case linkage: quantitative connection assessment 

• Inductive, deductive, abductive, and retroductive reasoning 

• Crime script analysis for understanding preparation, execution, and aftermath 

• Relationship to criminological theories and policing approaches 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Apply diTerent linkage methods to a sample crime series 

• Discussion: When to use structured vs. formal linkage approaches 
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PART TWO: PATTERN VARIABLES 

 

Week 4: Physical Evidence and Descriptions 

Reading: Chapters 7-8 

Topics: 

• Forensic evidence as the gold standard for linkage 

• Crime-specific forensic evidence examples 

• Physical description variables and their limitations 

• Documenting observable characteristics accurately 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Evaluate the reliability of physical descriptions in linking cases 

• Case Study: How forensic evidence resolved conflicting behavioral indicators 

 

Week 5: OTender Characteristics and Victim Variables 

Reading: Chapters 9-11 

Topics: 

• OTender characteristics: speech, odor, gait, habits 

• Victim vulnerabilities and target selection patterns 

• Victim-oTender relationships in crime patterns 

• Understanding why oTenders choose specific victims 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Analyze victim selection consistency across a crime series 

• Critical Thinking: Distinguish between victim coincidences and targeting patterns 

 

Week 6: Lifestyle, Vehicles, and Deception 
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Reading: Chapters 12-14 

Topics: 

• How oTender lifestyle influences crime timing and location 

• Vehicle descriptions and their role in pattern linkage 

• Deception techniques: impersonation, social engineering, false pretenses 

• Documenting deception as a consistent behavioral variable 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Map how an oTender's employment routine shapes their crime pattern 

• Case Analysis: Vehicle details that broke open a cold case 

 

Week 7: Movement and Methods 

Reading: Chapters 15-17 

Topics: 

• Approach and escape behaviors as distinctive signatures 

• Entry, search, and exit methods in property crimes 

• Tools and equipment as linkage variables 

• Methodological consistency vs. adaptation 

 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Compare entry methods across burglary series to identify links 

• Critical Thinking: When do oTenders change methods vs. maintain consistency? 

Week 8: Signature, Weapons, and Force 

Reading: Chapters 18-20 

Topics: 

• Signature behaviors: unnecessary actions that fulfill psychological needs 

• Weapon selection, display, and use patterns 
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• Force and physical trauma variables 

• Distinguishing functional from expressive behaviors 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Identify signature elements in case examples 

• Discussion: How signature behaviors diTer from MO 

 

Week 9: Advanced Behavioral Variables 

Reading: Chapters 21-24 

Topics: 

• Knowledge and skills required for specific crimes 

• Group aTiliation and organized criminal networks 

• Travel patterns and geographic behavior 

• Communication methods and digital traces 

 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Analyze how group aTiliation shapes victim selection and methods 

• Case Study: Tracing communication patterns in fraud series 

 

Week 10: Environmental and Transactional Variables 

Reading: Chapters 25-30 

Topics: 

• Location characteristics and geographic patterns 

• Time and conditions: temporal rhythms and environmental factors 

• Opportunity as a unifying linkage variable 

• Property: what is taken, what is ignored 

• Commodity flow, markets, and concealment methods 
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Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Map opportunity factors across multiple crime locations 

• Critical Thinking: How property selection reveals oTender priorities 

 

 

PART THREE: CRIME-SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS 

 

Week 11: Violent Crimes - Murder, Sexual Assault, Assault, Robbery 

Reading: Chapters 31-34 

Topics: 

• Murder: victim selection, planning, method, signature, aftermath 
• Serial vs. spree vs. mass murder distinctions 
• Sexual assault: approach, control, site selection, escalation 
• Assault: impulsive vs. systematic patterns 
• Robbery: why patterns are easier to detect, target selection, weapons, timing, 

verbal scripts 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Analyze behavioral variables in a solved serial murder case 

• Critical Thinking: Forensic evidence vs. behavioral linkage in violent crimes 

 

Week 12: Property Crimes - Burglary, Larceny, Vehicle theft and theft from vehicles 

 

Reading: Chapters 34-37 

Topics: 

• Burglary: residential vs. non-residential patterns 

• Entry methods, search behavior, property selection 

• Larceny/theft: stealth and deception patterns 



 

© Deborah Osborne for use with the book Elements of Crime Patterns 
 

8 

• Vehicle theft and theft from vehicles 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Link robbery series using multiple consistent variables 

• Case Analysis: Systematic vs. opportunistic burglary patterns 

 

Week 13: Fraud and Financial Crimes 

Reading: Chapters 38-44 

Topics: 

• Arson: motives, accelerants, fire patterns 

• Fraud schemes: social engineering and deception 

• Identity theft: data acquisition and exploitation 

• Counterfeiting, intellectual property crimes 

• Money laundering and illegal gambling operations 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Trace fraud scheme progression and adaptation 

• Discussion: Digital evidence in modern financial crime patterns 

 

Week 14: Vice and Specialized Crimes 

Reading: Chapters 45-51 

Topics: 

• Illegal pornography, prostitution, quality of life crimes 

• Drug and alcohol crimes: dealing vs. traTicking 

• Cybercrime: attack vectors and digital signatures 

• Hate crimes: targeted victimization patterns 

• Terrorism and violent extremism: ideological motivations 

Learning Activity: 
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• Exercise: Analyze targeting patterns in hate crime series 

• Case Study: How cybercrime MO evolves over time 

 

Week 15: Organized and Transnational Crimes 

Reading: Chapters 52-57 

Topics: 

• Drug traTicking: supply chains and distribution networks 

• Firearm traTicking patterns 

• Human traTicking and smuggling operations 

• Wildlife, forest, and fisheries crimes 

• Environmental crimes 

• Cultural property crimes 

Learning Activity: 

• Exercise: Map a traTicking network's operational pattern 

• Critical Thinking: Linkage across jurisdictions and borders 

 

PART FOUR: ADVANCED TOPICS 

 

Week 16: Future Directions 

Reading: Chapters 58-59 

Topics: 

• Implications of generative AI for pattern analysis 

• Diagnosis, typology, taxonomy, and ontology in crime analysis 

• Integration of traditional and emerging analytical tools 

• Ethical considerations in automated pattern detection 

Learning Activity: 
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• Discussion: How technology enhances vs. replaces human pattern recognition 

• Final Reflection: Applying pattern analysis to your professional context 

 

 

ASSESSMENT METHODS 

 

Weekly Exercises (40%) 

• Complete chapter exercises demonstrating pattern recognition skills 

• Apply critical thinking guidance to case scenarios 

• Document behavioral variables systematically 

 

Case Analysis Projects (30%) 

• Mid-term: Analyze a crime series using Part Two variables (15%) 

• Final: Complete linkage analysis of a specific crime type from Part Three (15%) 

 

Class Participation (15%) 

• Contribute to discussions on linkage methodology 

• Share insights from regional or historical case research 

• Peer review of pattern analysis work 

 

Practical Application (15%) 

• Develop a pattern recognition guide for a specific crime type 

• Create a linkage analysis workflow for your organization 

• Present findings using systematic variable comparison 
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REQUIRED TEXT 

 

Osborne, D. Elements of Crime Patterns: A Foundation for Theory and Practice. 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

Prerequisites 

• No prior experience in crime analysis required 

• Background in criminal justice, law enforcement, or research helpful but not required 

• Willingness to think systematically about criminal behavior 

 

Materials Needed 

• Access to the required textbook 

• Case examples from public sources (news reports, court documents) 

• Analytical tools (spreadsheets, mapping software optional) 

 

Academic Integrity 

• All case analysis must be original work 

• Properly cite sources when using real case examples 

• Pattern analysis should be based on documented evidence, not speculation 

 

Attendance and Participation 

• Active engagement with exercises and discussions expected 

• Critical thinking questions designed to deepen understanding 

• Collaborative learning enhances pattern recognition skills 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES BY AUDIENCE 

 

For Law Enforcement Practitioners: 

• Improve crime series identification in daily work 

• Document behavioral variables more systematically 

• Support investigations with structured linkage analysis 

• Recognize emerging patterns earlier 

 

For Crime Analysts: 

• Enhance pattern recognition capabilities 

• Apply consistent analytical frameworks across crime types 

• Produce more defensible linkage assessments 

• Communicate findings more eTectively 

 

For Researchers: 

• Design studies that account for serial oTending 

• Select meaningful behavioral variables for analysis 

• Understand true crime volume by individual oTenders 

• Interpret intervention eTects correctly 

 

For Students: 

• Build foundational skills in crime pattern analysis 

• Understand how theory connects to practice 

• Develop critical thinking about criminal behavior 
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• Prepare for careers in criminal justice fields 

 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 

Supplementary Reading 

• Each chapter includes references to key research and case studies 

• FBI resources (ViCAP, UCR/NIBRS, behavioral analysis publications) 

• College of Policing and IACA guidelines 

• Regional and international case examples 

 

Software and Tools (Optional) 

• Crime analysis platforms 

• Mapping and GIS software 

• Statistical analysis tools 

• Database management systems 

 

Professional Development 

• International Association of Crime Analysts (IACA) 

• Evidence-based policing networks 

• Academic conferences on crime analysis 

• Regional crime analyst associations 
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COURSE ADAPTATIONS 

 

This syllabus can be adapted for diTerent formats and audiences: 

 

Condensed Format (8 weeks): 

• Combine foundational weeks 

• Focus on most relevant crime types for audience 

• Emphasize practical exercises over theory 

 

Intensive Workshop (2-3 days): 

• Focus on Part One and select chapters from Parts Two and Three 

• Hands-on exercises throughout 

• Bring real cases for analysis 

 

Online/Self-Paced: 

• Weekly modules with video content 

• Interactive exercises with automated feedback 

• Discussion forums for peer learning 

 

Specialized Focus: 

• Violent crimes track (Chapters 31-33 + relevant variables) 

• Property crimes track (Chapters 34-37 + relevant variables) 

• Organized crime track (Chapters 52-57 + relevant variables) 

• Research methods track (focus on linkage methodology for EBP) 
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INSTRUCTOR NOTES 

 

Teaching Approach: 

• Emphasize practical application over theoretical concepts 

• Use real cases (solved) to illustrate principles 

• Encourage critical thinking about pattern limitations 

• Foster systematic documentation habits 

• Build skills progressively from simple to complex patterns 

 

Key Pedagogical Principles: 

• Pattern recognition improves with practice and exposure 

• Multiple variables are more reliable than single similarities 

• Context matters: consider crime type, geography, and timeframe 

• Behavioral consistency exists but oTenders do adapt 

• Qualitative details distinguish individual oTenders 

 

Common Student Challenges: 

• Overreliance on single variables for linkage 

• Confirmation bias (seeing patterns that aren't there) 

• Undervaluing subtle behavioral consistencies 

• DiTiculty distinguishing common MO from unique signatures 

• Balancing systematic analysis with intuitive recognition 

 

Success Factors: 

• Regular practice with diverse case examples 

• Feedback on pattern analysis attempts 
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• Exposure to both successful links and false positives 

• Understanding limitations and error rates 

• Integration of forensic and behavioral evidence 

 

 

CONTACT AND SUPPORT 

 

[Instructor contact information] 

[OTice hours] 

[Course website/LMS] 

[Additional support resources] 

 

 

This syllabus is based on Elements of Crime Patterns by Deborah Osborne and is designed 
to be adaptable for various educational and professional training contexts. The course 
emphasizes practical skills in pattern recognition, systematic analysis, and critical thinking 
about criminal behavior as a behavioral system. 


