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C h u r c h  c l a r i f i e d 
to the board that the 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  b e i n g  r e f -
erenced by Her ford 
was money that was 
already in the EDC’s 
budget  and did not 

include the $13,000 
that was made avail-
able two months ago 
when the board voted 
not to renew its mem-
bership with R TRP. 
That  money is  s t i l l 
available and could be 
used for other promo-
tional efforts.

The  boar d  voted 
u n a n i m o u s l y  t o 

approve $10,000 for the 
promotional ad for six 
more months.

A n o t h e r  n o t a b l e 
o c c u r r e n c e  d u r i n g 
We d n e s d a y ’ s  m e e t -
ing came when John 
Bar nes,  EDC board 
member  and  pr es i -
dent of the Hender-
s o n - Va n c e  C h a m -
b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e , 

announced that  the  
c h a m b e r ’ s  r e v e r s e 
raf f le  ra ised $7,344 
toward the Henderson 
Police Depar tment’s 
Shop with a Cop pro-
gram.

B a r n e s  t h a n k e d 
ever yone who par tici-
pated in the raffle and 
thanked Vance County 
Sherif f  Peter White 

and Police Chief Mar-
cus Barrow for their 

help in setting up the 
event.EDC
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City Council member and 
Gang Free founder Melissa 
Elliott’s speech was laced 
with the theme of courage.

At one point, Elliot had 
students to yell courage and 
make a commitment not to 
add to the violence.

“I want you to have 
courage to say no to guns. 
… I will live, I will not 
promote violence,” Elliott 
said.

Mary Dieudonne, Alisia’s 
mother and Alicia Campell, 
Ahmad’s mother, were both 
present at the event.

Elliott told both women 
that it takes courage to 
take time while grieving to 
address students. She said 
it was a selfless act.

Winston-Salem State 
University football player 
Ja’Quez Bullock cautioned 
students to be aware of 
their surroundings.

He said the Southern 
Vance students might not 
know when someone has a 
gun with them at parties. 
He said nine times out of 
10, if someone brings a gun, 
chances are they intend to 
use it.

“Have fun, but be smart,” 
Bullock said.

After the assembly, 

students and community 
members streamed out of 
the gym to the track for the 
anti-violence walk.

Campbell and Dieudonne 
released doves to begin the 
walk. Dieudonne said she 
hoped the Southern Vance 

students took away from 
Thursday’s event that they 
should say something if 
they see a gun.

“Silence is causing 
death,” she said. “If it 
happened to us, it can 
happen to them … This 
should not be the new 
normal.”

She urged people to 
think about how it would 
feel if their family member 
had been killed, and they 
believed people who knew 
something about the slaying 
were remaining silent. 
She said her family wants 
justice, so another family 
does not lose someone they 
love, too.

Alicia Campbell, 
encouraged anyone with 
any information about 
Ahmad’s and Alisia’s 
slayings to contact the 
Greensboro Police 
Department. “We want 
justice served,” she said. 
The Greensboro Police 
Department continues to 
investigate the slayings.

She also urged young 
people to “put the guns 
down.” Dieudoone agreed. 
“These young people are 
our future,” she said. “They 
have to understand they 
matter.”

MARCH
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The first thing resi-
dents seeking a loan 
need to do is fill out a 
prequal i fy ing work-
sheet.

“[T]his basically tells 
us if they may be eli-
gible for the program,” 
Hunt said. “This doesn’t 
guarantee, but this tells 

me if they’re in the 
income guidelines and 
what their age is. If all 
this comes out OK, and 
it looks like they may be 
eligible for the program, 
then we get into the full 
application of them actu-
ally applying.”

Commissioner Deb-
orah Brown asked the 
county to find a way to 
inform residents of the 
program.

“Just like sending out 

notices for the shut-off 
notices, and everything 
for the water lines,” 
Brown said. “We should 
be able to provide some 
kind of information to 
the citizens of our coun-
ty who may need some 
help, and this program 
can benefit those citi-
zens.”

The USDA also pro-
vides grants for home 
repairs, but there are 
no funds available right 

now through that pro-
gram.USDA

NANCY WYKLE / Dispatch staff
Mary Dieudonne (center left) and Alicia Campbell release two doves at the beginning of the anti-
violence march. Both lost their children to gun violence earlier this fall after a fight broke out at a 
party in Greensboro.

“Silence is causing death. 
If it happened to us, it  
can happen to them … 
This should not be the 
new normal.”

— Mary Dieudonne

November 
is a time 
to give 
thanks!

Submit your 

“Letters of Thanks” 
to be featured in The Daily Dispatch on 

Sunday, November 20th

Deadline: November 14th 

Cost is only $5.00 (prepayment required)

Include a picture for additional $5.00. 

Contact Tamara McGhee at 252-436-2812
tmcghee@hendersondispatch.com

I am 
thankful for...

Sprinkle/Parkview
Professional Offi ce Space For Lease

Now Available Many Sizes and Layouts 
Great Location and Ample Parking

SPRINKLES PROPERTIES
252-738-9771

www.primedevelopment.com

GRANVILLE ENT

ghsHospital.org/GranvilleENT

GRANVILLE ENT
102 Professional Park Drive

Oxford, NC 27565

To make an appointment 
call 919.692.0003 

PRACTICE HOURS


