Ed Smith: The Man Who Couldn't Afford to Tithe
- An article by Herbert W Armstrong
It was late in 1933 — the very depth of the great depression. Ed
Smith was a well-driller by profession, but nobody seemed able to
afford to have wells drilled.

The Ancient Spring Pole Method of Well Drilling, circa
1924, Appalachian Mountains.
www.onug.us
Ed and his wife, Emma, attended services I was then holding in a
one-room country schoolhouse twelve miles west of Eugene,
Oregon. Ed made no profession of Christianity until later. But he
attended services and went up and down the countryside
discussing Bible doctrines with his professing Christian neighbors.
"You've got to Pay Tithes and Obey God!" he insisted. "The Bible
Says So. It's PLAIN!"
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One of his neighbors became irritated.
"Look here, Ed," the neighbor exploded, "Why do you come
around here trying to talk me into these things, when you don't
Obey The Bible, or Pay Tithes yourself?"
"Because," came Ed's quick and ready answer, "I don't profess to
be a Christian, and you do! Besides," he added, "I can't afford to
Tithe, anyway."
Thousands Like Him:
There are thousands who, like Ed Smith, reason in their own
minds that they can't afford to Tithe, even though, like Ed Smith,
they realize The Bible Commands It.
I heard about the above conversation and preached a sermon on
the question of whether the unconverted should Obey The Ten
Commandments and Pay Tithes, or whether, as Ed had reasoned,
these things were only for Christians. I pointed out that God's
Law was put in motion for man's good. It is The WAY of Life that
brings Peace, Happiness, Prosperity; the Full, Abundant,
Interesting Life; Success, Joy - here and now, as well as Eternal
Life Through Christ for The Saved!
I showed that it PAYS and is the only sensible way of life, entirely
apart from the matter of salvation — and that he who sins little
shall be punished with few stripes, but he who sins much, with
many stripes (Luke 12:47-48). I pointed out God's Promises to
Prosper the Tithe-Payer, and that this is a Definite Law God has
Set in Motion, which Operates Inexorably and Automatically, on
the Just and the Unjust Alike.
Ed began to Obey The Bible. At the very next service (we were
holding services at this little schoolhouse three times a week, and
three other nights a week in a hall in downtown Eugene at the
time), Mrs. Smith smilingly handed me a one-dollar bill.
"That's Ed's First Tithe," she said triumphantly. "We are now
down to $10, and Ed decided to start Tithing with what we have
on hand."
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The very next service she came to me with another happy smile.
"Here's a five-dollar bill," she said. "The very next day after Ed
gave God's Work a tenth of all he had, a customer who had owed
him $50 for a year came and paid up. So here's The Tithe of that
$50. After paying the total $6 Tithe, we now have $54 on hand
instead of the $10 we had the other day."
It was beginning to pay — but only beginning. By the next
service, as I remember it, Ed had received his first order in one
or two years to drill a new well, for which he received cash
payment. Before he finished that job, another one was
contracted. Soon he had three or four jobs coming in at once and
was forced to begin employing men to work for him.
Ed Smith was only one of many I have known who learned by
experience that one Cannot afford NOT to Pay God The Tithe that
Belongs to Him! I remember Ed Smith did encounter some
troubles of a different nature later, when his wife and son were
sent to the state tuberculosis hospital, and he finally broke down
in real repentance, accepting Jesus Christ as Savior. He came to
me, according to The Command of James 5:14, and both his wife
and son were Completely Healed and returned home.
This is a true story, and the name is not fictitious. Ed Smith died
several years ago, but I'm happy to remember these incidents in
his life, in the hope that they may start many others on the Right
and Profitable, as well as The Christian, Way of Life.
Why did God Ordain Tithing? Was it to place increased burden
and taxation upon us? Let us NOT misunderstand God's Love and
Wisdom!
It isn't that God really needs your First Tenth. He could have
established some different system for carrying on His Work. But
to have done so would have robbed us of The Blessing that flows
back to us, IF we are Faithful in Tithes and Offerings!
The Tither is invariably a Prosperous Man. I do not mean
necessarily wealthy — but one whose actual needs are ALWAYS
Supplied! Tithers, if Faithful and Obedient to The Eternal, are not
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often found in want. "Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit
that may abound to YOUR account" (Philippians 4:17). God
Promises that His children will ALWAYS have something to give
(Deuteronomy 16:16-17). It is only when they withhold and
misappropriate Tithes and Offerings that He fails to prosper them.
For through John He Tells us, "I wish above all things that thou
mayest Prosper and Be In Health," (3 John 1:2).
"Honour The Lord [Eternal] with thy substance, and with The First
Fruits of ALL thine increase: so shall thy barns be Filled with
Plenty, and thy presses shall Burst Out with new wine" (Proverbs
3:9-10). Try it! "Prove Me now herewith," Challenges The Eternal
to us, in a Prophecy for our day (Malachi 3:10), "if I will not Open
you The Windows of Heaven, and Pour YOU Out a Blessing that
there shall NOT Be Room Enough to Receive It" — Financial
Blessings! Are you behind financially? In debt? Your
unfaithfulness in Tithing and Offerings may be the reason!
Tithing While in Debt
Yet so many say: "I don't think it would be right for me to Tithe
while I'm in debt." Yes, it is RIGHT, and the other way is WRONG.
"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). God's
Word Tells us what is Right, and God Tells us to Pay to His Work
The First Fruits of ALL our income (Proverbs 3:9-10). Regarding
our material and financial needs, even debts, God Says, "Seek ye
FIRST, The Kingdom of God, and His Righteousness; and ALL
These Things Shall Be Added Unto YOU" (Matthew 6:33).
The Tithe is the debt that YOU Owe God. This debt is First in time
and principle. Pay YOUR debts to God, make Him your Partner in
your finances, and Receive His Blessing in temporal affairs. This
will enable you to pay your debts, or to get a job, or to have your
needs supplied more quickly, than if you evade His Debt.
Remember your ALL belongs to Him, NOT to you (Deuteronomy
10:14). You are in the position of a steward, handling that which
belongs to another. He is your Silent Partner, and The First Tenth,
in addition to Offerings, IS His Share. The rest, He Gives Freely to
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YOU. But if you appropriate for yourself His Share, you are
Stealing, and Robbing God (Malachi 3:8). Would you pay your
debts with money another man had left in your trust? If a man
working in a bank does that, we call it embezzlement!
The only sure way to Know you have God As A Partner, and that
He is Taking Care of YOUR Interests, is To OBEY Him in Tithing.
When God receives His portion of all your income, God becomes
YOUR Partner, Sharing in Your Profits. He Causes His Partners to
PROSPER; so if you are in debt, Take God Into Partnership FIRST,
and watch Him Prosper YOU, until finally you are Out Of Debt!
Remember, the debt you Owe God Comes FIRST.
Your Glorious Opportunity:
Some will say, "I never tithed, and I know God never frowned on
me, for I have the feeling in my heart that I am His child without
having to tithe." God has blessed you according to how you have
yielded to Him, according to the light He has revealed to you from
His Word! While you have the light, WALK in it, lest darkness
come upon you! (John 12:35-36). "Grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord" (2 Peter 3:18). See also Romans 11:22.
If every professing Christian would accept this plain instruction
from God, honoring Him instead of themselves with their
substance, The Work of The Eternal would go forth with such
Mighty Power, that the world would be Shaken to its Foundations!
Seek ye FIRST, The Kingdom, and your material needs shall be
added. Try it! Take God at His Word! PROVE HIM! (Malachi 3:10).
See how you begin to Prosper! Be a Faithful Steward; make God
Your PARTNER! Receive His Blessing! God's Work is waiting upon
YOU!
We invite you to learn more about God’s Principle of “Blessings
Through Tithing”, by reading our Bible Study: The Truth About
Tithing (at www.onug.us).
One Nation Under God Ministries

www.onug.us
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Who was Herbert W. Armstrong?
Herbert W. Armstrong, born in 1892, was the founder and Pastor
General of The Worldwide Church of God (WWCOG) until his
death in 1986. God began to call him in the fall of 1926; he was
baptized in the spring of 1927. Over the course of Mr.
Armstrong’s ministry, which began in Oregon toward the end of
1933; God revealed through him, a great many Biblical doctrines,
as taught by Jesus Christ and The First Century Church of God.
These doctrinal Truths had become lost to most of the world
through the centuries since; because men desired to follow other
men, rather than their High Priest, Jesus Christ. From the
founding of the Radio Church of God in 1934 until it became the
Worldwide Church of God in 1968; the church, under Mr.
Armstrong’s leadership, taught hundreds of millions of people
God’s Eternal Truths and Gospel Plan - through radio, television,
and printed literature. After his death and through the first half of
the 1990’s; his successors suddenly and un-expectantly, ceased
to believe and ceased to teach, virtually every one of the
doctrines Revealed Through Scripture to Mr. Armstrong. These
new church leaders were also responsible for capturing and
destroying both the corporate and visible church, which God had
built by Mr. Armstrong’s hand (Acts 2:47). Ministers who desired
to remain “Sola Scriptura” (a Christ Follower’s life is Governed
and Corrected by Written Scripture alone: Matthew 4:4 / Luke
4:4 / Deuteronomy 8:3), left the WWCOG to pastor their own
individual churches as Christ led them (Matthew 10:5-15). About
twenty percent of the original WWCOG membership followed their
pastors into various “splinter groups”, hoping to Preserve The
Scriptural Authority previously maintained, but now discarded by
the new church; now named, “Grace Communion International”
(or GCI, which officially became effective on April 3, 2009). GCI
attempted to rationalize their departure from the practices of The
First Century Church of God, and those of the former WWCOG, by
stating on April 15, 2009: “After Armstrong’s death in 1986, the
church re-examined its doctrines and teachings. This process led
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to a complete reformation to Christian orthodoxy by the mid
1990’s. The evangelical denomination is now a member of the
National Association of Evangelicals with church president, Joseph
Tkach, serving on its board.”
Disillusioned, from having placed their trust in these human
leaders rather than in Christ, and that their church was now
embracing “mainstream Christianity” along with National
Association of Evangelicals which “Christianizes” pagan rites
(Matthew 7:13-14 / Deuteronomy 12:1-4, 28-32); eighty percent
of the former WWCOG membership fell away completely, and left
The Truth and The Sanctification of The Church of God (2
Thessalonians 2:1-5)! Most of these, sadly; have themselves also
returned to the pagan forms of Christianity, from which they had
once been set free; or they worship God in seclusion, away from
the necessary, and unified fellowship, they once had been Blessed
with.
One Nation Under God Ministries (ONUG) rose up from this
church rubble in 2008; as just a very small fold with a few
Baptized brethren from the original Worldwide Church of God.
Trusting not in human apostles to lead them in a singular global
work, sanctioned by the world; but Trusting instead on The Very
Words and Examples of Jesus Christ Himself, to Lead His Church
in “The Way” that they should go (Matthew 28:18-20 / Mark
16:15-20). God does NOT change (Malachi 3:6 / Hebrews 13:8);
nor does The Manner of Worship which a Holy God will accept
(John 4:22-24); so it is TIME for God’s People to Return to Him,
by The Example and Words of Jesus Christ (Malachi 3:7-12)!
One Nation Under God Ministries exists today, to Preach Christ’s
Gospel to a fallen world, BEFORE our LORD Returns. We seek to
gather as many scattered and lost sheep as Jesus Permits, in
these last days (Matthew 9:37-38 / Luke 10:1-12) to The Faith
and Truth Once Delivered BY Jesus Christ and The First Century
Church of God; which was re-established by Mr. Armstrong in the
early twentieth century, and is continued on today by the few
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faithful, but scattered folds of The Body of Christ – of which we
are one (John 10:16 / Revelation 2:1-29, 3:1-22).
In addition to preaching The Gospel of Christ, as a witness to the
world, Before The Triumphant Return of Jesus (Matthew 24:9-14,
4:23 / Mark 13:10 / Acts 17:31 / Romans 10:18 / Colossians
1:3-12); ONUG Ministries Educates and Prepares The Saints of
God (1 Corinthians 3:1-3 / John 16:12 / Hebrews 5:12 / 1 Peter
2:2) for The Offices they will Hold upon the earth, At Jesus
Christ’s Return (Revelation 5:10, 20:4, 6)! We hope that you will
join us on-line at www.onug.us, or in person, and experience
The Way Jesus Came to Show Us! You and your children will be
Exceedingly Glad that you did!
One Nation Under God Ministries, and their FREE Online College
of Biblical Knowledge; are Preparing The Brides of Christ
(Matthew 25:1-13), and this world (Mark 16:15-20), for The
Return of Jesus Christ (John 10:16); One Bible Study At A Time
(Matthew 11:28-30)! Join Us at www.onug.us !
JESUS IS LORD!!!
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