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By Jeri L. Dobrowski

a backcountry hunting guide,
Sandy Seaton Sallee (sub LEE)
traverses the mountains of

souchwestern Montana. She walks. She

tides. She tracks big game. People pay to
follow her chrough the wilderncss,

Sandy and her husband, Scor Sallce,
alicensed Montana outfircer, chose
Emigrant, Montana, within the Paradise
Valley, a the base of operation for their
Black Mountain Outfitters. Flanked by
two mountain ranges and watered by

the Yellowstone River cxiting nearby
Yellowstone National Park, the scenery

is beathtaking. Movie scouts seected

the area for flming of “A River Runs
Through I¢" and “The Horse Whisperer.”

Under Scorts license, the couple’s business
— Black Mountain Outfitcers — is
permitted 10 operate in the Absaroka-
Beartooth Wilderness Arca and in
Yellowstone National Park. Their two
wilderness camps, Slough Creck Camp
acan elevation of 6,200 feet, and Buffalo
Fork of Slough Creek at 7,600 feet,

are among only seven operacing in the
area. They also lease hunting rights on
50,000-acre private ranch that offers a
modern lodge.

A Montana native, Sandy hails from a
family chat moved frequendly during
her childhood. At 10, her mother —a
single parent, landed a position as vice
president of marketing for Yellowstone,
the world'sfirst national park. She
moved with her mother, older broher
and older sister into a drafty, wo-story
log cabin in Mammoth Hot Springs,
Wyoming, administraive headquarters
for the park

“We lived chere for years in Jim Bridger's
original mouncain cabin,” Sandy said

Amulenamed

“There'd be snow on the bed winter
mornings.”

With their mother often away on
business, Sandy's brother warched over
hissisters. Several familis helped keep
an eye on the siblings, chauffeuring
them between Mammoth — famous
forits caseading ravertine erraces,
and nearby Gardiner — entrance o
‘ellowstone Park through the Roosevele
Archway:

“Tt was a great place to grow up.” Sandy

Sancy
d has alovelyfte rot”
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then proceeded to bie the bear's il
Shining asblights onco the melee,she
and Scott watched as the owo tore off
i the forest,the dog sl bring the
bear, Aboura half hour ater, Buter

et 1o canp, aply vgsing i

Score and Sandy met in 1983 when they
worked ac the Slough Creek Camp jusc
north of Yellowstone Narional Park.
‘Sandy said, "Afier ollege, I wanted to
work on a ranch, but all I could find

i Montana was cooking jobs. That
wasn what | wanted. Twent to Neww
Mesico and worked in 2 eedlo south
of Deming. While there, [ helped gach

during thesummer.

recalled. “My siter and L often walled
five miles o school, ode bikes, rode.
horses, tracked animals and hiked
around the park, We saw wolverines,
beavers, d i

of new tricks for dealing wih bears.
One s an M-80 eracker shel fred from
12 gauge shosgen. The carcridge
explodes with aloud bangat the end of

il cactle off foreclosed ranches. It was
excitng and an honor o ride with those
cowboys who tied hard-and-fust, but |
wanted to come back o Montan.

My siter, wh also marcid an oufirer,
gfora

 harmanica for protecton from bears. F
T on, d blw the highnotes Thas

ol ik b ol b1
b Crocker Cookiook

ravel, The Fish
and Game cncouragesthe s of he
banging

s effecrive.

b The fise morning.

dale Terriers.

Four decades | dy has s couple

Sandy's research on
guard dogs lod her to
che breed, which she
said are, “Amazing
dogs. Goad with

chere, Scor came running 30 head of
Horses n in the dark usiog  bullwhip
We'e becn togerher ver since.”

Seare, who grew up i neacby Livingscon,
Moncan, had been guiding forsix years
when he and Sandy met. She continsed

It
dossn'tbother me 1o be
Jone in ch

bunting kills The st snisnal she killed
buck decr,af

wwhen 1 have them vith

Rearing how Buter
— thee frt Avedale
— camed his seips,
Sandy told how he
ol from che tnt
one ight,rushiog to
he1id of nather dog
hreatened by a grively.

0 having fecings of pride, remorse and
victory. Afeer uttering s simple prayer
of reverence, chanking the animal for
providing susienance,she gutted i
When she finished, she recurned to the
Iodge where she wen back to baking
cookies and pics.

n 1987, while the pair s working
on the Forbes Ranch norch of
Gardiner, a guide quit leaving the

ihen Butte, Montans, hosted th 2009 Notionl Fok Fesval, Bt sprinced coward  camp shorthanded.  Resnin e vas
crganizers inited Sanyto presenta packing demonstaton, 1 mmmmm B

and the backcounty:
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the fedgling business
in 1991 sta
she sepped back in
adding respor:
bookkesper. 5 =
Jion buners

horseback rides

eneral season elk, mule decr,

whiterail and aneelope: and mountain
i lion ad black beae
sgo chey took over
operation ofthe Slough Creek Camp
where they met.

The Sallees accommodate guesss from
che end of May though the Sundsy
after Thanksgiving, The sesson
Kicks offwich horseback day rides,
switching to back country pack srips
July 10. Wilderness hunting excursions
commence September 15. That' not

ay they have the rest of the year
off. With 70 mules and borses i their
scing, s large pare of it s spent working.
wich the animals.

K 1¢'s sound il

ase che et bigges ear 00,
andy sids “As el them, beas arenc

outto purposcfily hurt us. They're not
plen ing oo steal aur walles o take our
appen 1o think our food

el oo, Sl he guessuslly o
o the restroom by twos shen i dark.

‘Our guese ace offen overshelmed by
the open spacc and stanned to ealize
carsaricallovsd b, Some el

acirs,
e thei efines,chir 911 Thats o
e become such good frends:

We bave b
ore hn o s Sandy vl
adding, “Os

st part ofthe business. “Weve
fortunste to hire the same two.
cuidesfor 15 years But s usually a
Hail Mary’trying to find a couple
elpers 0 wrange the horses and pitch
i with whas needs done. I¢s difficule
find people who are bonest, who want
o work hard and who arentafaid of

with Scors for 30 years. e
percent of our bookings are repeats.
They arenit concerned sbout rack

scores. Our lk harves s predominanly
matuse five- and six-point bulls. We
sl che experience, and chey come for
wwonderful ime. A erp oue here is
cheie big cven of che yar: Family pnk
vacations are more likely 2

lifetime tep.
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Black Mountain Outficers offers
delxe backeounry accommodations
attheir fmily-friendly Buffalo Fork
camp:carpesd ot comforstl
Tetakes

wiklerness and big game general rific
scason for elk, deer and antelope. She
may be in the backeountey for a month
ata ime. Every picce of et cquipment,
is packed in on

60 mule-oads o transpors the gear.
rainbow

. She cls guets in advance whac
che promise o

trout. Farther into the wilderness,
che Slough Creek Camp is more
rustic, bue sl
requires 30 mule-loads of gear. There,
anglers fish for cutthroac trouc. A

el appointed. It

ook ke your gramdm i 0 Ther

includes a hearty breakfast, sack lunches,
ot soup served middy supperand
“tons of caokies

the meals,”

40 offers spectacular views of the
“Teton Mouneains near Jackson Hole,
Wyoming.

OF sharing her expansive backyard with
families, Sandy said: “Back home, the
Kids re going ez on thei clctroic

Sandy said. I very rewarding, | have
had sanding ovarions! 1 think parc of
the appeal is that everything is made
from seratch ”

Tending camp in bear councry has s
challenges. Besides preparing meals,

running
the kids around and dad is working so
hard he doesn't know them, They gec
Here; there’s no cell service. Pretey soon
the kids are carching frogs in the ceck
They sit around a camphire. They see
stars for the first dime in their lives,
They get acquainted.”

Considering she never aspired to be
cook, Sandy cooks for the wilderness
summer camp season, archery clk
and deer hunting on the ranch, early
horsebacle ek riflescason in che

re-sapplying wood, hauling water,
scrubbing dishes, washing clothes 2nd
caring for the horses, Sandy rtrieves
groceres and horse feed from a bear
platform. She drops the ladder down
from the pole structure hung high in the
s, with a puley system, climbing up
forthe day’s groceries, which she places
in 2 gunny sack. Climbing back down
with the bulging sack, she once again
raises the ladder. Her efforcs do not go
unnodiced. The smell of chicken fried
seak and che sight ofa freshly baked
peach pic arc tanializing.

Theyte

picturet here working with our horsesthey ould soon .

Buster,an Airecale Tener, armed he il

“camp beardog extraorcinalre” with h
bravery defending the camp from ncuisiive
grzzis.

Refccring on e daysin the
backcountry during the gucst scason,
Sandy said, “The wiklerness is my
Favorite pace to be. After the guests
tide out following breakfase and T've
organized camp, the day is mine. | can
wiite and be with the dogs. 1 feel God
50 songly there and often give thanks
for being able to live and work in the
wilderness” ®

Jer L Dobrowskiis a reslance witer and
photographer ving n Wibaux County;
Hontana,



