
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Order of Worship 
Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 
 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. 
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, 
the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray 
for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our 
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 
Key to hymnals: 
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red); page numbers are in front, hymns in back 
WOV = With One Voice (blue); page numbers are in front, hymns in back 
STS = Spirit Touching Spirit (grey) 
 
* = Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
We welcome all who are gathered with us for worship, whether in person or via the livestream!  If you 
are worshipping with us via the livestream, please send a text message to Rev. Darrel Cory at 218-791-
0141 to let us know from where you are worshipping. 
 
Hymn Alleluia! Song of Gladness ELW #318 
 stanza 3 
 Alleluia cannot always  

be our song while here below; 
 alleluia our transgressions  

make us for a while forgo; 
 for the solemn time is coming  

when our tears for sin shall flow. 
 
Hiding of the Alleluia Banner  Reid Froiland and Madison Crane 

Children are invited to come forward for a message about Lent and help hide the Alleluia banner 
somewhere in the church. 



*Processional Hymn Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW #326 
All rise, turn, and face the processional cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 



*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray… 
C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest 
hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the 
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 
 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 

1Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
 for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near— 
2a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness spread upon the mountains 
 a great and powerful army comes; 
their like has never been from of old, 
 nor will be again after them 
 in ages to come. 
 
12Yet even now, says the LORD, 
 return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 
Return to the LORD, your God, 
 for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
 and relents from punishing. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
 and leave a blessing behind him, 
 



a grain offering and a drink offering 
 for the LORD, your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
 sanctify a fast; 
call a solemn assembly; 
 16gather the people. 
Sanctify the congregation; 
 assemble the aged; 
gather the children, 
 even infants at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
 and the bride her canopy. 
 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 
 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 
Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
 and do not make your heritage a mockery, 
 a byword among the nations. 
Why should it be said among the peoples, 
 ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Psalm 51:1-17 
 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know | my offenses, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
 so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
 a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
 and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
 wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 



8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
 that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
9Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
 and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
 and sinners shall be restored to you. 
14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
 and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
15O Lord, open my lips, 
 and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 
 You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
 a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  

 
 
2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10 
 

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 
vain. 2For he says,  
 
 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
 
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting 
no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but 
as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great 
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 
holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and 



dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 
true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
*Gospel Acclamation Jesus, Remember Me WOV #740 

The congregation sings “Jesus, Remember Me” once; the cantor sings the verse for the day; then the 
congregation sings “Jesus, Remember Me” once more. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



*Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew… 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 
2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done 
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go 
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
Sermon  Rev. Darrel Cory 
 
 
  



*Hymn of the Day Savior, When In Dust to You ELW #601 

 
 



*Invitation to Lent 
 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering 
Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for 
God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love 
one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates 
us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our 
creator intended. 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and 
resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 
therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and 
fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and 
sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three 
Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 
 
*Confession of Sin 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
(Silence is kept for self-reflection.  Those who choose to may kneel.) 
 
Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 
P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 
been forgiven.  
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 



P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 
confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in 
us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 
cruelty, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who 
come after us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 
 
Imposition of Ashes 
If you are worshipping with us via the livestream, at this time make the sign of the cross on your 
forehead or hand and on the forehead or hand of those with whom you are gathered, saying to each 
other “Remember, you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 
If you are worshipping with us in person today and wish to receive ashes, please approach the station at 
the front of the church using the center aisle.  One side of the church will be served at a time. 
 
Please wait to leave your pew until the last person in the pew ahead of yours has reached the serving 
station, so that we maintain proper social distancing. 
 
As you approach the serving station, please sanitize your thumb or forefinger using the provided hand 
sanitizer.  Rub vigorously and ensure your thumb/forefinger is dry.  Then approach the container of 
ashes; place your thumb or forefinger into the ashes, then make the mark of the cross on your own 
forehead or hand.  The blessing will be spoken from a safe distance. 
   (cont. on next page) 



Then return to your pew via the outside aisles (and the narthex if necessary).  Be mindful of the cables 
for the livestream running across the floor. 
After all have received ashes, at the introduction to the hymn, please stand as you are able. 
 
*Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image ELW #811 

 
 
  



 
 
*Forgiveness of Sin 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
(Water is poured into the baptismal font.) 
 
P: Remember that we are baptized into the life and death of Jesus Christ. 
 Almighty God have mercy on us, 
 forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen us in all goodness, 
 and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
*Prayers of the Church 

L: …Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

MEAL 
 
 
Offering 
We welcome you to Redeemer Lutheran Church this day!  In-person worshippers can place their 
offering in the offering plate before the service or at this time.  Your tithes and offerings submitted via 
the Postal Service or electronically are also gratefully appreciated. 
  



*Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #188 
 

 
 
 



*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  ELW p. 108 

 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
*Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Agnus Dei O Christ, Lamb of God ELW #196 

 
 
 
Distribution 
If you are worshipping with us via the livestream, we invite you to join in celebrating at Christ’s table 
wherever you are, with bread and wine, grape juice, or water, as we remain physically separated yet 
“together met, together bound by all that God has done” and “the love that makes us one.” (“I Come with 
Joy”, ELW #482) 
 
If you are worshipping with us in person today, know that all who come seeking Jesus are invited to 
receive these gifts of God.  Please approach the serving station at the front of the church using the 
center aisle.  One side of the church will be served at a time. 
 
Please wait to leave your pew until the last person in the pew ahead of yours has reached the serving 
station, so that we maintain proper social distancing. 
 
As you approach the serving station, please cup your hands together and stretch them out toward the 
server; the bread will be dropped into your hands.  Then as you move to the wine, a server will remove 
an individual pre-filled cup, place it on the table, and step back; you may then pick up the cup from the 
table.  Then return to your pew via the outside aisles.  Be mindful of the cables for the livestream 
running across the floor. 
 
Our bread is a new recipe that is gluten- and other allergen-free. 
 
If you wish to receive grape juice instead of wine, please indicate that to the server; a cup of white grape 
juice will be given to you. 
 



Hymn during Distribution            Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW #592 

 
 
Hymn during Distribution                   Come, Ye Disconsolate ELW #607 

 
  



 
 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

C: Amen. 
 
  



SENDING 
 
 
*Benediction 

P: Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 
☩ bless you, unbind you, 
and send you in love and in peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
*Sending Hymn Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church ELW #321 

All face the processional cross as it is carried from the sanctuary. 

 
  



 
 
  



*Dismissal 
P: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 

be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; 
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Postlude 
 
 
ASSISTING IN MINISTRY TODAY 
Presiding: Rev. Darrel Cory 
Acolyte/Lector: Madison Crane 
Organist: Reid Froiland 
Cantor: Chris Cuppett 
Communion Minister: Jan Anderson 
Serving at the Altar: Phyliss Johnson and Susan Brekke 
Video: Dave Ulrich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Portions of this order of service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB136345. 
 
Portions of this order of service are reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727128. 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1300 Nora St. E., Thief River Falls, MN 56701 

Phone: 218-681-3390; Fax: 218-681-3397 
Office e-mail: redeemer@mncable.net 

Website: redeemertrf.org  
Facebook: Redeemer Lutheran Church! 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 
Our Mission Statement: Being chosen by God and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, 
Redeemer Lutheran Church gathers together to worship, serve and proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people, to provide meaning and purpose for daily living. 
 
Our Staff: 
Pastor Darrel Cory (phone: 218-791-0141, email: 

darrelcory@gmail.com) 
 
Director of Children, Youth,  Madison Crane (phone: 608-535-9151, email: 
and Family Ministry rzyouthfam@gmail.com) 
 Wednesdays & Fridays at Redeemer 
 Tuesdays & Thursdays at Zion 
 
Administrative Assistant  Vanessa VanDam (phone: 218-681-3390; email  
 redeemer@mncable.net)  
 
Organist/Liturgist/ Reid Froiland (phone: 218-681-3733; e-mail: 
Choir Director  reid_froiland@hotmail.com) 
 
Cantor Chris Cuppett (phone: 218-683-3420; e-mail: 

sisterchris@mncable.net) 
 
B.L.A.S.T. Coordinator Megan Eickman (phone: 402-310-2192) 
  
Custodian Mike Lundgren 
 
Financial Secretary Marit Martell (e-mail: mmartell@hpmaudit.com) 
 
Church Council President Terri Cuppett (phone: 218-683-3420; e-mail: 

pastortlc@mncable.net) 
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEKS OF FEBRUARY 17-28, 2021 
 
Wednesday, February 17  Ash Wednesday 
   6:30pm   Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Saturday, February 20  9:00-11:30am Youth and Families of Churches Together 
     (at Zion Lutheran church) 
 
Sunday, February 21  9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday, February 23  TBD  Altar Guild meting 
 
Wednesday, February 24  6:30pm  Midweek Lenten Worship 
 
Sunday, February 28  9:30am  Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Monday- Friday, March 1-5  11:15am  Meals on Wheels Delivery 
 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
In your prayers this week please remember Donald Booth, Rick Hanson, Lowell 
Burkel, Pearl Johnson, David Grovum, David Jarvi (Susan Froiland’s brother), Dan 
Parker (Mike Parker’s brother), Tami Hanson, Julie Kiesow (Lavonne Forsberg’s 
sister), Scott Hickerson, Karen Burgus (Chris Burnham’s sister), Dale Folger, Joyce 
Froschheiser, Ken Poole, Mike Gilbertson, Rose Teie, Fern Melbye, Brooklyn Poe, 
Mark Thompson (Dale & Jan Dillon’s son-in-law), Gloria Leach, Larry Forsberg, 
Annabelle Cuppett, Jeremy Johnson, Chad Gunderson, Shelley Steva, and Molly 
Dahlin and family. 
 
Especially during these uncertain times, God calls us to certain tasks, and we call on 
God’s help to fulfill them.  

 Dear Lord, we call on you now to guide us through the tasks ahead of us. Amen 
 
Altar flowers this day are given by Jan Anderson and kids in memory of Bob 
Anderson and by Annabelle Cuppett in memory of loved ones. 
 
We give our Christian sympathy to Dave Thompson and family on the death of 
Dave’s brother, Curtis Thompson.  Curtis died on Tuesday, February 16. 
 
  



Financial Stewardship for 2021: 
2021 Budget – $274,731 (Envelopes, cash, rent, and electronic giving)  
Weekly Giving – week of February 8-14: $1,785 ($5,283 needed each week to meet 
budgeted expenses) 
January Income: $23,766 ($22,894 needed each month to meet budgeted expenses) 
 
Meals on Wheels: Redeemer delivers Meals on Wheels the week of March 1-5; the 
signup sheet is in the Narthex, or you can call the church office to volunteer. We need 
3 drivers a day. Meals are picked up in the lobby of the Law Enforcement Center at 
11:15am. 
 
Offering envelopes are now available for pickup; they are in the Narthex. Please pick 
up your envelopes by Wednesday, February 17th. You can pick them up anytime the 
church is open, either during business hours 8:30-1:30, during another activity, or 
Sunday morning. If you are unable to pick up your envelopes by February 17, please 
let the church office know. Also, if you give electronically and would like to decline your 
envelopes, please let the church office know. 
Anybody that does not pick up their envelopes or notify the office to hold their 

envelopes by February 17 will not receive envelopes for 2022. 
 
Altar flower purchases for 2021 are available now.  Please contact the church 
office if you would like to purchase flowers. Any flowers that were purchased for the 
time when indoor public worship was suspended in 2020 will be moved to the 
corresponding week in 2021.   
 
Indoor public worship services!  To reserve seats for in-person worship for your 
family unit, please call the church office by 8:00 a.m. the Friday prior to Sunday 
services and by 8:00 a.m. the Wednesday of midweek Lenten services.  We are 
limited to 55 worshippers in the Sanctuary to allow for adequate spacing.  Please see 
the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for more information.  The livestream of worship will 
continue.  Information on deadlines for reservation of seating for Holy Week services 
will be announced closer to Holy Week. 
 
We are now back to normal office hours, 8:30am-1:30pm.  For your safety and the 
safety of our staff, we are requesting when you come to Redeemer that you wear a 
mask and practice social distancing. 
 
Most other in-person events at Redeemer have been cancelled.   
 



Church Announcements: Please make sure to have your announcements in every 
week to Vanessa VanDam by Monday at 10:00 a.m. so that the preparation of 
bulletins does not get delayed. 
 
Quarterly statements are available upon request; please contact Vanessa at the 
church office.  
 
Monthly Treasurer’s Reports are available anytime for viewing.  Contact Marit 
Martell or the church office. 
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