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Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our
Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at
the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to
the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for
the days ahead.

Key to hymnals in the pews:

ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red); page numbers are in front, hymns in back
WOV = With One Voice (blue); page numbers are in front, hymns in back

STS = Spirit Touching Spirit (grey)

* = Please rise

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

We welcome all who are gathered with us for worship, whether in person or via the livestream! If you
are worshipping with us via the livestream, please send an e-mail to redeemer@gvtel.com to let us
know from where you are worshipping.

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection. Those who wish to may kneel.
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Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

Water is poured into the baptismal font.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

*Processional Hymn O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ELW #319
All turn and face the processional cross as it is carried into the sanctuary.



O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson. Kenmucky Harmeony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



*Kyrie ELW p. 203
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*Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray...Lord God, our strength,

the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil
and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us
steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator,
creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened
led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked.

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

> The LoRD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. ' And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden, ' but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for
in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

%TNow the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any
tree in the garden’?” ? The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of
the trees in the garden, ®but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that
is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” “ But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, °for God knows that when you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” © So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to
the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
"Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, and
they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



Psalm 32

" Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
SWhile | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
°Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the
guilt of my sin.
®Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
4] will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
0 Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
" Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading: Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death,
from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free
gift of liberation and life.

Romans 5:12-19

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,
and so death spread to all because all have sinned '*for sin was indeed in the
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. '* Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of
Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come.

5 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace



of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. '° And the gift is not like the
effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. '’ If,
because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more
surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness

reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

'8 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. ' For just as
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the

one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!

*Gospel Acclamation Jesus, Remember Me

WOV #740

The congregation sings “Jesus, Remember Me” once; the cantor sings the verse for the day; then the

congregation sings “Jesus, Remember Me” once more.
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Gospel: Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of
God, he endures the testing of the evil one.

*Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew...

Glory to you, O Lord.

" Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. ?He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. ° The tempter



came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” * But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
°Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the

temple, ° saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is
written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.””
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, °and he said to him, “All these | will give you,

if you will fall down and worship me.” '’ Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you,
Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
""Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message Rev. Stephanie White
*Hymn of the Day When We Are Tested ACS #922
When We Are Tested
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*Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

We welcome you to Redeemer Lutheran Church this day! Tithes and offerings may be placed in the
offering box before the service or at this time. As our tithes and offerings are being collected, please
take a moment to sign the red Friendship Pad at the end of the pew and pass it along.

*Offertory Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #188
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*Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth

and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*Prayers of the Church

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Benediction and Threefold Amen

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
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*Sending Hymn

| Want Jesus to Walk with Me
All face the processional cross as it is carried from the sanctuary.

ELW #325



I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Jec - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: Aftican American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual

*Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude



ASSISTING IN MINISTRY TODAY
Presiding: Rev. Stephanie White

Organist: Reid Froiland

Cantor: Chris Cuppett

Video: Dave Ulrich

Acolyte: Taelyn Pray and Corbyn Kertz
Lector:

Ushers: Denice Nelson and Imogene Helle

Portions of this order of service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB136345.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission.

Portions of this order of service are reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727128.
Portions of this order of service are used with permission under CCLI, License # 21959612 Size B.

Tom Gustafson, Larry and LaVonne Forsberg, Tamara Vaughan,
Darren Bakke, Shawn Groven, Jim Potucek, Rick Harbott, Michelle
Kasprick, Shari Safranski, Bob and Barb Horien, Rick and Tami
Hanson, Rose Teie, Fern Melbye and Laurie Miller.

Altar flowers are given by
Lisa and Grant Nelson
In memory of their Loved ones.
Blessed are their memories.




Quarterly statements are available Week Ending February 15, 2026
upon request; please contact Marit at $4,265.76
the church office.

Sy At Volunteers are needed to read, usher and serve
communion. If you can help out in any of these
VDI " nte e rs roles, please fill out a volunteer sheet found on our
seend new church app. Thank you for sharing your time
T and talents.

Respectable

Harmmbile
Vibrant

Mentors needed! We have 10 confirmation girls that need a mentor for 5-10 minutes
after worship through Lent. If you would like to help out, please let Pastor Steph know
asap. Thank you for your willingness to work with our youth!

Lent Prayer will meet every Tuesday during Lent at 8:30 a.m. This is a great time
to set aside other cares and take part in prayer. Everyone is welcome.

Lent Schedule:
5:15 - 6:15 — Soup Supper
5:30 - 6:30 — JAM
6:30 — 7:30 — Holden Evening Prayer Worship
All confirmation students are expected to attend the Lenten services.

S.W.E.E.T.S. will meet on Thursday, February 26" at The Piggy BBQ.

A Capital Campaign continues. Redeemer is currently facing upcoming
projects/repairs. Some are costly and some — not so much but we don’t have the
funds to pay for them. Prayerfully consider making a donation. Please make your
check to Redeemer and designate Capital Campaign on the memo line.



Feoruary Birthdays —

1 — Lona Anderson 2 — Christopher Anderson, Hans Harder 3 — 4 — Anthony Garcia,
Cody Hempel, Blair Lund 5 — Darren Bakke, John Jacobson, Bo Hintz 6 — Kelly Little,
Evan Anderson, Nicole Peterson, Karen Halsa 7 — Dana Sorenson, Aaron Halsa 8 —
Valera Noel, Jerome Sorenson, Evelyn Jesme 9 — Jessica Olson, Mike Eickman 10 —
Ken Froschheiser, Laney Fay 11 — Dylan Gustafson, Paul lhle, Krystal Zutz 12 —
Melanie Ortloff 13 - Delores Nomeland 14 — Maiah Benter, Ryan Stromlund 15 -
Wyatt Nelson 16 — Jan Anderson 17 — 18 — Denice Nelson, Kendall Voecks 19 —
Emmy Eickman, Shawn Newland, Evie Skiple 20 — Harold Dupree, Ryan Philipp,
Kate lhle 21 — Diane Peterson, Breanna Weinen, Lisa Nelson 22 — Tricia Kostrewski,
Peyton Olson 23 - Ella Harbott, Kate Anderson 24 — Kenya Olson, Matt Voecks 25
— 26 - Yvonne Bergerson, Sandy Sunsdahl 27 — Glen Haugen, Brooke Hickerson,
Melani Reuter, 28 — Marlys Anderson, June Kruta, Elaine Gunderson, Jan Milender

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA

1300 Nora St. E. Phone: (218) 681-3390
Thief River Falls, MN 56701 Web: www.redeemertrf.org

Email: redeemer@gvtel.com
Rev. Stephanie White, pastor Reid Froiland, organist/liturgist/choir director
Dianne Stroh, administrative assistant Chris Cuppett, cantor
Marit Martell, financial secretary Dave Ulrich, videographer

Mike Lundgren, custodian
Terri Cuppett, Church Council President
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