
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 5, 2021, 9:30 a.m. 
 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Order of Worship 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021, 9:30 a.m. 

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than 
the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman 
in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s 
children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took 
him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who 
brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 

 
Key to hymnals in the pews: 
ELW = Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red); page numbers are in front, hymns in back 
WOV = With One Voice (blue); page numbers are in front, hymns in back 
STS = Spirit Touching Spirit (grey) 
 
Hymnals we do not have in the pews but use their resources in our bulletins: 
ACS = All Creation Sings (purple; the new hymnal supplement of the ELCA) 
LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship (green) 
 
* = Please rise 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
 
Prelude 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
We welcome all who are gathered with us for worship, whether in person or via the livestream!  If you 
are worshipping with us via the livestream, please send a text message to Rev. Darrel Cory at 218-791-
0141 to let us know from where you are worshipping. 
 
 
  



*Gathering Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW #858 
All turn and face the processional cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 

 



*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.) 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
(Those who choose to may kneel.  Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.) 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
(Water is poured into the baptismal font.) 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
(Please rise.) 

 
 
*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
  



*Kyrie  ELW p. 147 

 



 
 
*Canticle of Praise This is the Feast of Victory ELW p. 149 

  



 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray… 
C: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health 

and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a 
people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through 
Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 
 
Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
 He will come and save you.” 
 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 



For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm 146 

 
The tone is played once; all hum the tone once; then the psalm is chanted responsively. 

 

1Hal- | lelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
 in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
 and in that day | their thoughts perish.  
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
 whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
 who keeps promis- | es forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
 The LORD sets the | captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are 
bowed down; 
 the LORD| loves the righteous.  
9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  

 
 
  



James 2:1-10, 14-17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and 
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 
4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor 
in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised 
to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
 
8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become accountable for all of it. 
 
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet 
you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if 
it has no works, is dead. 
 
L: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

  



*Gospel Acclamation  ELW p. 102 

 
 
 
*Gospel: Mark 7:24-37 

 
P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark… 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, 
and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 



proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Sermon  Rev. Darrel Cory 
  



*Hymn of the Day What God Ordains Is Good Indeed ELW #776 

 
  



*Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
*Prayers of the Church 

L: …Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

MEAL 
 
 
Offering 
We welcome you to Redeemer Lutheran Church this day!  In-person worshippers can place their 
offering in the offering plate before the service or at this time.  Your tithes and offerings submitted via 
the Postal Service or electronically are also gratefully appreciated. 
Please take a moment to sign the red Friendship Pad at the end of the pew and pass it down to the next 
person. 
  



*Offertory Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW #184 

 
 
 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 



we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*Sanctus  ELW p. 153 

 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
  



*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
*Agnus Dei  ELW p. 154 

 
 
 
  



Distribution 
If you are worshipping with us via the livestream, we invite you to join in celebrating at Christ’s table 
wherever you are, with bread and wine, grape juice, or water, as we remain physically separated yet 
“together met, together bound by all that God has done” and “the love that makes us one.” (“I Come with 
Joy”, ELW #482) 
 
If you are worshipping with us in person today, know that all who come seeking Jesus are invited to 
receive these gifts of God.  Please approach the serving station at the front of the church using the 
center aisle.  One side of the church will be served at a time. 
 
We have resumed “pre-pandemic” serving of Holy Communion.  Please take an empty cup as you 
approach the head of an aisle; if you prefer grape juice instead of wine, please take one of the pre-filled 
cups of white grape juice from the center of the tray.   
 
Our bread is gluten- and other allergen-free. 
 
 
Hymn during Distribution           Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW #726 

 
  



 
 
 
Hymn during Distribution              O Bread of Life from Heaven ELW #480 

 
 
 



 
 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle         Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW #207 

 
 
 
  



SENDING 
 
 
*Benediction and Threefold Amen 
 

 

 

*Sending Hymn O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate ELW #722 
  (next page) 

All face the processional cross as it is carried from the sanctuary. 
 
 
*Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude 
 
 
ASSISTING IN MINISTRY TODAY 
Presiding: Rev. Darrel Cory 
Lector: Jan Anderson 
Communion Minister: Jan Anderson 
Serving at the Altar: TBD 
Cantor: Chris Cuppett 
Organist: Reid Froiland 
 
  



 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1300 Nora St. E., Thief River Falls, MN 56701 

Phone: 218-681-3390; Fax: 218-681-3397 
Office e-mail: redeemer@gvtel.com 

Website: redeemertrf.org  
Facebook: Redeemer Lutheran Church! 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
 
Our Mission Statement: Being chosen by God and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, 
Redeemer Lutheran Church gathers together to worship, serve and proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people, to provide meaning and purpose for daily living. 
 
Our Staff: 
Pastor Darrel Cory (phone: 218-791-0141, email: 

darrelcory@gmail.com) 
 
Director of Children, Youth,  Vacant 
and Family Ministry 
 
Administrative Assistant  Vanessa VanDam (phone: 218-681-3390; email  
 redeemer@gvtel.com) 
 
Organist/Liturgist/ Reid Froiland (phone: 218-681-3733; e-mail: 
Choir Director  reid_froiland@hotmail.com) 
 
Cantor Chris Cuppett (phone: 218-683-3420; e-mail: 

sisterchris@mncable.net) 
 
B.L.A.S.T. Coordinator Vacant 
  
Custodian Mike Lundgren 
 
Financial Secretary Marit Martell (e-mail: mmartell@hpmaudit.com) 
 
Church Council President Terri Cuppett (phone: 218-683-3420; e-mail: 

pastortlc@mncable.net) 
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 5-12, 2021 
 
Sunday, September 5 9:30am Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday, September 7 4:30pm Evangelism & Social Ministry meeting 
 6:30pm Worship & Music committee meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 8 6:30pm Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Friday, September 10 8:15am-5:30pm Lifeline Screening 
 5:45pm Confirmation Pictures 
 
Saturday, September 11 9:30 a.m. Confirmation students: stole making and  
  Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, September 12 9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion 
  Confirmation 
 10:30 a.m. Redeemer Expo 
 6:30 p.m. Call Committee meeting 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
 
Monday, September 13 5:30 p.m. Property Committee meeting 
 
Sunday, September 19 9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday, September 21 6:00 p.m. Council meeting 
 
Sunday, September 26 9:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 
 6:30 p.m. Call Committee meeting 
 
Tuesday, September 28 6:30 p.m. Altar Guild meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 29 5:45 p.m. Parent meeting for BLAST/Confirmation 
  
 
 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
In your prayers this week please remember Dan Thorstad, Dawn Gustafson, Neil 
Peterson (husband of Linda Peterson), Donna Manning (Carol Ihle’s mother), Maxine 
Holmstrom, Rick Hanson, Pearl Johnson, David Grovum, David Jarvi (Susan 
Froiland’s brother), Dan Parker (Mike Parker’s brother), Tami Hanson, Julie Kiesow 
(Lavonne Forsberg’s sister), Scott Hickerson, Karen Burgus (Chris Burnham’s sister), 
Dale Folger, Joyce Froschheiser, Mike Gilbertson, Rose Teie, Fern Melbye, Brooklyn 



Poe, Mark Thompson (Dale & Jan Dillon’s son-in-law), Larry Forsberg, Annabelle 
Cuppett, Jeremy Johnson. 
 
Especially during these uncertain times, God calls us to certain tasks, and we call on 
God’s help to fulfill them.  

 Dear Lord, we call on you now to guide us through the tasks ahead of us. Amen 
 
Altar flowers this day are given by David A. Ulrich in memory of his dad William R. 
Ulrich. 
 
We have switched our internet service to Garden Valley and we now 
have a new e-mail address: redeemer@gvtel.com. 
 
Thank you to the Redeemer congregation for all your donations for the India Appeal 
campaign; we raised $1,447! 
 
Confirmation students please at the church Friday, September 10 by 5:45pm for 
pictures, order forms are available at the church office and will also be available the 
day of pictures. Students please dress up.  There will be no white gowns being worn. 
There will be individual as well as group pictures. Saturday, September 11 be at the 
church by 9:30am Denice Nelson will be meeting with you to guide you in creating 
your red stole. Afterwards, we will rehearse with Mr. Froiland. Rehearsal will be 
outside and (in case of inclement weather) inside. We do not foresee this taking over 2 
hours, but it could be less. Parents ARE WELCOME to stay to observe. 
To students: If you have completed your Faith Statement and Pastor Darrel has it, 
thank you and you may disregard the rest of this message. If you have completed your 
Faith Statement please send to Pastor Darrel. If you have not, please do so and send 
it to Pastor Darrel. If you need assistance Pastor Darrel is at your service. 
 
Lifeline Screening the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will 
offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church on Friday, September 10, 2021. A package of five screenings to identify risk 
for stroke, heart disease and other chronic conditions will be offered. These 5 vital 
screenings are offered for only $149 and take 60-90 minutes to complete. If you 
register today, you will receive a $10 discount.  
Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word "circle" to 797979 
** Redeemer has 1 free complimentary screening, if your interested please contact 
Vanessa at church office.  
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Congregational EXPO is back! 
September 12th, after worship 

The EXPO is a Church Council-sponsored opportunity to provide an interactive activity 
for the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church.  All committees and groups are asked 
to participate and decorate a “booth” that illustrates their mission.  Please contact the 
church office (681-3390) to let us know you are interested in having a booth.  Please 
see last month’s newsletter for more information and commonly asked questions. 
 
Redeemer Lutheran Church’s 2021 Call Committee has started meeting. 
Committee members are: Wenda Sang, Darlene Kelley, Blane Dahlin, Scott Pream, 
Jan Nordin, Kate Anderson and Denice Nelson.  Co-chairpersons will be Wanda Sang 
and Jan Nordin.   
We will communicate with the congregation in the monthly newsletter and in the 
weekly bulletins. We will also send a monthly report from this committee to the church 
council. 
Please pray for this committee as we begin this important journey for Redeemer's 
future. 
 
The Senior Choir is returning this fall!  The Choir will then begin rehearsals and 
singing for the fall season on Sunday, September 12.  All are welcome to join the 
Senior Choir; contact Reid for more information.  We hope to hear your voices with the 
choir! 
 
Volunteers Needed: we are in need of worship volunteer readers and ushers for 
Sunday worship, and we also need volunteers for hospitality ministry for funeral 
services.  Readers and ushers will have a rotation schedule. If you are interested 
please put your name down on our sign-up sheet in the Narthex or let Vanessa know 
at the church office 
 
The quilters are in need of help!  Precut quilt kits need to be sewn and are available 
in the narthex, instructions are included. Any questions please contact Shirley Booth. 
Your support of time, talent, or finance is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Financial Stewardship for 2021: 
Weekly Giving – week of August 30-September 5: $967 ($5,283 needed each week 
to meet budgeted expenses) 
July Income: $15,924.56 ($22,894 needed each month to meet budgeted expenses) 
Year-to-Date Income (through July 31): $143,092.46 ($160,258 budgeted year-to-
date) 
Weekly Giving includes cash and envelopes mailed to the church, dropped off at the church, or placed 
in the plate each week; it also includes some forms of electronic giving (e.g.: Vanco).  Monthly income 
includes all forms of electronic giving. 
 
Church Announcements: Please make sure to have your announcements in every 
week to Vanessa VanDam by Monday at 10:00 a.m. so that the preparation of 
bulletins does not get delayed. 
 
Quarterly statements are available upon request; please contact Vanessa at the 
church office.  
 
Monthly Treasurer’s Reports are available anytime for viewing.  Contact Marit 
Martell or the church office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portions of this order of service are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB136345. 
 
Portions of this order of service are reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727128. 
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